
Pres er va tion of the Bi ble,
God’s Holy Word

Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou
shalt pre serve them from this gen er a tion

for ever. Psalm 12:7
I. The text of the Bi ble, God’s Holy Word, is com -

mit ted to the Lord’s churches.
A.The Bi ble, God’s Holy Word, is the Truth.  John 

17:17 Sanc tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
B. The Lord’s New Tes ta ment Bap tist churches are

the pil lar and ground for pres er va tion of the Bi -
ble, God’s Truth.  I Tim o thy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that
thou mayest know how thou oughtest to be have thy self in the
house of God, which is the church of the liv ing God, the pil lar 
and ground of the truth.
1.Pres er va tion of the Bi ble means the Old Tes ta -

ment in He brew, and the New Tes ta ment in
Greek, be ing im me di ately in spired by God,
and by His sin gu lar care and prov i dence kept
pure in all ages, are there fore au then tic; so as to 
be the fi nal au thor ity in all con tro ver sies of ul -
ti mate Truth. Psalms 119:160 Thy word is true from
the be gin ning: and ev ery one of thy righ teous judg ments
endureth for ever.

2.The Lord’s churches preach from a pre served
Bi ble, not from orig i nal au to graphs. The foun -
da tion of Chris tian faith rests upon the Bi ble
pre served and used in the Lord’s New Tes ta -
ment Bap tist churches. Rev. 22:16 I Je sus have sent
mine an gel to tes tify unto you these things in the
churches...
a. Je sus preached from the Bi ble pre served in

Is rael, God’s na tion, but the orig i nal au to -
graphs were not avail able. Je sus iden ti fied
the pre served Bi ble as the Word of God. 
Matt. 5:18 For ver ily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tit tle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be ful filled. Romans 3:1 What ad van tage
then hath the Jew? 2 ...be cause that unto them were
com mit ted the or a cles of God.

b. Je sus as sured his dis ci ples that His Words
would be pre served. Mat thew 24:35 Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away.

II. The per pe tu ity of the Lord’s kind of Bap tist
church guar an tees pres er va tion of the Bi ble.

A.The Word of God shall never pass out of ex is -
tence. Psalm 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words:
as sil ver tried in a fur nace of earth, pu ri fied seven times. 7

Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt pre serve them
from this gen er a tion for ever.

B. Since founded by Je sus, the Lord’s kind of Bap -
tist churches have ex isted.  Mat thew 16:18 And I [Je -
sus]say also unto thee, That thou art Pe ter [petros, small
rock], and upon this rock [petra, large rock] I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not pre vail against it.

C. The Lord’s New Tes ta ment Bap tist churches
take the Word of God to all na tions. The Bi ble
was pre served in Bap tist churches founded by
Je sus and not by Ro man or East ern Or tho dox
Cath o lic churches founded in 4th cen tury A.D.
by Em peror Constantine, nor by Protestant
churches founded by peo p le  pro test ing
Romanism. 
Mat thew 28:19 Go ye there fore, and teach all na tions, bap -
tiz ing them in the name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to ob serve all things what -
so ever I have com manded you: and, lo, I am with you al way,
even unto the end of the world. Amen.

III.  Through out his tory, Bap tist churches have
preached and dis trib uted the Masoretic He brew 
Old Tes ta ment and the Textus Receptus Greek
New Tes ta ment in cop ied and trans lated forms.
These are called the Ma jor ity Texts be cause they 
are found in the vast ma jor ity (99.5%) of over
6,000 pre served Bib li cal manu scripts. The Ma -
jor ity Texts and their ac cu rate trans la tions are
the com plete, pre served Word of God.

A.  Bap tists trans lated and spread the Bi ble so thor -
oughly to the peo ple in their own lan guages, that
Ro man/Or tho dox Cath o lics and Prot es tants be -
gan to trans late the Bi ble in or der to con trol peo -
ple and save their man-made churches.
1.Bap tist churches have never been with out the

pre served Bi ble. The more church mem bers
learn the Bi ble, the less pos si bil ity each church 
has of er ror. Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

2.In the prov i dence of God, the Epis co pal
Church of Eng land, which per se cuted Bap -
tists, was forced to put Eng lish wealth and
power into pre par ing the Eng lish King James
Ver sion (KJV) of the Bi ble, called the Au tho -
rized Ver sion (AV), in an at tempt to thwart Bi -
ble dis tri bu tion and trans la tion by Bap tists. 
Gen e sis 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me;
but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this
day, to save much peo ple alive. Romans 8:28 And we know 
that all things work to gether for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called ac cord ing to his pur pose.

a. The Word of God is kept in tact in the Eng -
lish KJV trans la tion of the Ma jor ity Texts,
used in Eng lish speak ing Bap tist churches
for al most 400 years.

b. The Bap tists of Eng land were poor and per -
se cuted even as the KJV was be ing first pub -
lished in 1611. In 1612, the Church of
Eng land, with the ap proval of King James,
burned Ed ward Wightman at the stake for
hold ing and spread ing Bap tist doc trines.  
...we that have most truth are per se cuted, and there fore
most poor; whereby we are un able to write and print, as
we would, against the ad ver sar ies of truth (Leon ard
Bush er, Eng lish Bap tist in 1613 A.D., quoted by S.
Ford, Or i gin Of The Bap tists, p. 20).

B. Ro man/Or tho dox Cath o lics and Prot es tants his -
tor i cally have lim ited dis tri bu tion of Bibles us -
ing of fi cial in ter pret ers to tell peo ple what the
Bi ble means in or der to con trol what peo ple be -
lieve.
1 .Bap tist mis sion ar ies re port that Cath o lic

priests fol low them to col lect the Bibles given
to the peo ple by Bap tists. Ro man/Or tho dox
Cath o lics cor rupted the manu scripts by al low -
ing coun sels to al ter Bi ble texts.

2 .Protestant churches his tor i cally have kept peo -
ple ig no rant of Bib li cal con tent. Protestant lin -
guists are be hind most at tempts to pol lute the
text of the Bi ble that God has pre served in
Bap tist churches. Be ware of all who ig nore the 
Word that God has pre served in His churches
but use an cient or new texts cor rupted with ad -
di tions, omis sions, and al ter ations . 
[Prot es tant ism] PLANTS IT SELF SQUARELY ON THE
PO SI TION OF THE CHURCH OF ROME—THE PO SI -
TION THAT THE COM MON PEO PLE SHALL NOT BE
al lowed ev ery word of the Scrip ture’s page, to read it with
their own eyes and draw from it what con clu sions they
think rea son able; BUT THAT A POR TION, AT LEAST,
OF THE SA CRED OR A CLES SHALL MERELY BE
DOLED OUT TO THEM BY THEIR SPIR I TUAL
GUIDES (Jarrell’s Bap tist Church Per pe tu ity, p. 455).
a. Fenton Westcott and Brooke Hort in 1881

pub lished the Westcott and Hort Greek New
Tes ta ment Text (W&H) that crit i cized the
pre served ma jor ity Textus Receptus used in
Bap tist churches. W&H used two 4th cen -
tury cor rupted Greek texts (Vaticanus and
Sinaiticus) to at tack the Ma jor ity Text and to
omit se lected pas sages such as Mark
16:9-20 and the ac count of the woman

caught in adul tery (John 7:53-8:11). The
Amer i can Stan dard Ver sion is based on the
cor rupted W&H text, which also un der lies
most mod ern ver sions and texts.

b. Eberhard Nes tle in 1898 pub lished the Nes -
tle Greek New Tes ta ment Text in Ger many.
This text added to the cor rupted W&H text
and dis agreed with the pre served ma jor ity
Textus Receptus in 1,470 places. The cor -
rupted Nes tle Text is the ba sis for the New
Amer i can Stan dard Ver sion.

c. The Amer i can Bi ble So ci ety in 1966 pub -
lished the United Bi ble So ci ety New Tes ta -
ment Greek Text us ing an eclec tic (Greek,
cho sen) text se lected from W&H, Nes tle,
and other manu scripts. This cor rupted text is
the ba sis of the New In ter na tional Ver sion
(NIV).

C. En cour age ev ery one to read the por tion of Bi -
ble they pos sess. Cor rupted texts and trans la -
tions are the only Bi ble that some pos sess, but
in com plete re cords of God’s Truth may still lead
sin ners to the way of the Lord. Acts 18:25 This man
[Apollos] was in structed in the way of the Lord; and be ing
fer vent in the spirit, he spake and taught dil i gently the things
of the Lord, know ing only the bap tism of John. 26 And he be -
gan to speak boldly in the syn a gogue: whom when Aquila
and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and ex -
pounded unto him the way of God more per fectly.
1.God’s Word never goes out void, and quoted

por tions of the Bi ble are never wasted. 
Isa iah 55:11 So shall my [The LORD’S] word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not re turn unto me
void, but it shall ac com plish that which I please, and it
shall pros per in the thing whereto I sent it.

2.Bap tist churches must de clare the whole coun -
sel of God and should al ways rec om mend the
pre served Word of God in the Ma jor ity Texts
and the Eng lish King James Ver sion based on
the Ma jor ity Texts.  Acts 20:27 For I have not
shunned to de clare unto you all the coun sel of God. 28
Take heed there fore unto your selves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God, which he hath pur chased with his
own blood.

3.All who add to or take away from God’s Word
are  con demned. Rev e la tion 22:18 For I tes tify unto
ev ery man that heareth the words of the proph ecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are writ ten in this book: 19 And
if any man shall take away from the words of the book of
this proph ecy, God shall take away his part out of the book



of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which
are writ ten in this book.

IV.  The LORD prom ises to pre serve His Word. 
Psalm 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as sil ver
tried in a fur nace of earth, pu ri fied seven times. 7 Thou shalt
keep them, O LORD, thou shalt pre serve them from this gen er a -
tion for ever.

A.Vari ant word forms ap pear in dif fer ent cop ies of
the same text and are not re ally dif fer ences in
mean ing at all; for ex am ple, Sav ior and Sav iour
are the same word in vari ant form.

B. Vari ant texts are readily cor rected.  God has used 
His churches to in sure the pu rity of His Word
through the cen tu ries.  For ex am ple, some re cent
edi tions of the KJV have mi nor print ers’ er rors.
Such print ers’ or copy ists’ er rors are eas ily cor -
rected by com par ing them to the text or trans la -
tion that is be ing used in the Lord’s churches.

V.  The Bi ble has trav eled through the cen tu ries on 
the Royal High way of the Trail of Blood,  the his -
tory of Bap tist churches.

A.Bap tist churches send mis sion ar ies to spread the
Word of God. Acts 13:49 And the word of the Lord was
pub lished through out all the re gion. Colossians 3:16 Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis dom, teach ing
and ad mon ish ing one an other in psalms and hymns and spir -
i tual songs, sing ing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

B. Since Je sus started His first church, Bap tists
(with var i ous nick names) have con tin ued
through out the cen tu ries, tak ing the Word of
God in Ma jor ity Text  form wher ever they went
and es tab lish ing churches in the faith. They were 
called her e tics and Ana bap tists (Greek,
re-immersers) by Ro man and Or tho dox Cath o -
lics, Prot es tants, and other man-made churches
be cause they re fused to ac cept bap tisms of these
false churches. Ana bap tist churches used the Bi -
ble as the stan dard for life and bap tized all be -
liev ers who had ques tion able bap tisms.
Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly re ceived his word were bap -
tized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thou sand souls. 16:5 And so were the churches es tab -
lished in the faith, and in creased in num ber daily.
1.Montanist (mean ing moun tain peo ple) Bap -

tists of Phrygia (2nd cen tury), led by
Montanus and Tertullian, spread through out 
Asia Mi nor.

2.Novatian Bap tists (3rd cen tury), named for
their pas tor, Novatian (Ro man phi los o pher
con verted in 250 A.D.), spread through out the
Ro man Em pire from Ar me nia to Spain, and

into the great cit ies of Con stan ti no ple, Al ex an -
dria, Carthage, and Rome. They were nu mer -
ous in Phrygia where Montanists joined them.

3.Donatist Bap tists of North Af rica (4th-7th
cen tu ries), named for their pas tor, Donatus,
spread through out North Af rica in an area
2000 miles long (Egypt to the At lan tic) by 300
miles wide (Med i ter ra nean Sea to the desert).

4.Paulician Bap tists of Ar me nia (7th-12th cen -
tu ries) were known for their love of Paul’s
Epis tles. Their pas tor, Silvanus, called his fol -
low ers Pau line con gre ga tions.

5.Albigense Bap tists of Albi, France (11th-13th
cen tu ries), in the Pyr e nees Moun tains were
evan ge lized by the Paulicians of Asia. They
spread through out France and It aly.

6.Paterine Bap tists, also called Cathari (Latin,
catharoi  mean ing pure ones), flour ished in It -
aly, France and more es pe cially in the South of
France (11th-13th cen tu ries). They were evan -
ge lized by the Paulicians of Asia. Paterine
Bap tists took in the daugh ters of in di gent no -
ble men and ed u cated them in the Scrip tures.

7.Petrobrussian Bap tists of South ern France
(12th cen tury) were named for their pas tor, Pe -
ter de Bruys, who was suc ceeded by Henry of
Lusanne, It aly, and even tu ally be came known
as Henricians. These Bap tists spread to Swit -
zer land with the Word of God.

8.Arnoldist Bap tists  of It aly (12th cen tury)
were named for their pas tor, Ar nold of
Brescia, great teacher of soul-liberty who was
mar tyred for the faith. They evan ge lized Swit -
zer land.

9.Waldense or Vaudois (var ied spell ings from
the Latin vallis  mean ing dwell ers in val leys)
Bap tists  of Swit zer land and of the Al pine
(Alps) of the Piedmont re gion of It aly
(12th-13th cen tu ries) were led by Pe ter Waldo. 
Waldensian Bap tists taught that the Holy
Scrip tures are the high est stan dard of judg -
ment, the only au thor i ta tive rule of faith.
a. About 1230 A.D. Reinerus, a Do min i can

Cath o lic, wrote against the Waldenses: 
The her e tics have more schools than the theo lo gians
and more au di tors.... They have trans lated the Old and
New Tes ta ment into other tongues. I my self have heard
a clown ish lay man who could re peat the whole book of
Job by heart and many who were per fectly ac quainted

with the whole of the New Tes ta ment. They re ject what -
ever is not dem on strated by a text in the New Tes ta ment
(Jarrell’s Bap tist Church Per pe tu ity, p. 261).

b. Waldense Bap tists spread them selves and
their doc trines all over Eu rope and Eng land
in the 12th cen tury A.D. Their spir i tual de -
scen dants in the 14th cen tury be came teach -
ers of Wick liffe and his fol low ers.  Over half
the peo ple of Eng land who fol lowed Wick -
liffe’s teach ing be came Bap tists.

10. Ana bap tists of the Ref or ma tion Pe riod in Eu -
rope and Eng land (16th-17th cen tu ries) taught
that the Scrip tures are the only au thor ity in
mat ters of faith and prac tice.    [Ana bap tists] sent
forth a mul ti tude of mis sion ar ies so that Melancthos could
say that they went where no evan gel i cal, Lu theran and
Zwinglian, had pen e trated... For a hun dred years Swit zer -
land was drained of her sturdy sons, who in great num bers
braved the loss of their goods and the long jour ney
through hos tile ter ri tory and the price set upon their heads 
by the Ba var ian dukes in or der to reach Moravia, where
they might en joy some lit tle free dom to wor ship G od.
From Moravia, they sent out mis sion ar ies in scores to all
parts of Ger many, Tyrol and Swit zer land, to Hun gary,
Silesia and Po land, who took their lives in their hands that
they might preach the word of their Re deemer and raise up 
churches to his praise... [Ana bap tists] were the most de -
ter mined col por teurs and mis sion ar ies through out Eu -
rope. The only ref er ence I have found to any hea then land I 
have given in Armitage, where the per se cuted flock think
of set tling in Amer ica among “the red Jews Co lum bus has
just dis cov ered.” This was in 1524...(Jarrell’s Bap tist
Church Per pe tu ity, p. 189-190).

11. Welch Bap tists of Wales claim con tin u ous
ex is tence from ap os tolic times to the pres ent. 
They would have or der and no con fu sion—the word of
God their only rule.. The Olchon Bap tists must have been
a sep a rate peo ple, main tain ing the or der of the New Tes ta -
ment in ev ery gen er a tion from the year 63 to the pres ent
time (Da vis’ His tory of Welsh Bap tists, p. 19) 

12. Bap tists im mi grated to Amer ica to spread
the mis sion ary Gos pel of Christ and or ga nize
new Bap tist churches, and to teach God’s
Word to the peo ple. Bap tist churches con tinue
to send mis sion ar ies through out the world giv -
ing the Bi ble to the peo ple in their own lan -
guages.

VI.  True Bap tist churches love Je sus and keep His
com mand ments, the Word of God. The King
James Ver sion of the Bi ble is the only Eng lish
trans la tion based on the Ma jor ity Texts which

God has pre served in His Bap tist churches
through the cen tu ries. John 14:15 If ye love me, keep
my com mand ments. II Thessalonians 1:4 So that we our selves
glory in you in the churches of God for your pa tience and faith
in all your per se cu tions and trib u la tions that ye en dure.
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