God’'s Message
To Youth

Biblical Guidelines
|. Serve God now inthedays of your youth! Don’t wait un-
til you are older before you believe and serve your Cre-

ator. Ecclesiastes 12:1 Remember now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth... John 3:16 For God so loved the
world, that he gave hisonly be got ten Son, that who so-
ever believ ethin him should not per ish, but haveev er-
lastinglife.
A. Ad mit that you have sinned against God. Romans
3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God.
B. Repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to save
you from God’ srigh teousjudg ment and <M %-2>ev-
erlastingpunishmentinhell. Matt. 25:46 And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the
righteousintolifeeter nal. Mark 1:15..Thetimeisful-
filled, and the king dom of God is at hand: re pent ye,
andbelievethegospel.
1.To re pent you must be sorry for your sin and you
must be con verted (turned) to God for mercy, for-
giveness, andsatisfactionof God' sjudgment by the
aton ing death of Jesus Christ.Acts 3:19 Re pent ye
there fore, and be con verted, that your sins may be
blot ted out, whenthetimesof refreshing shall come
from the pres ence of the Lord.

2.Tobelieveand havesav ing faith, you must trust Je
susChrist torec on cileyou com pletely to God with
therighteousnessof Christappliedonyour behalf.
Acts 16:30 ...Sirs, what must | do to be saved? 31
Andthey said, BelieveonthelL ord JesusChrist, and
thou shalt be saved... Romans 3:24 Being justi fied
freely by hisgracethroughtheredemptionthatisin
Christ Jesus... 3:26 Todeclare, | say, at thistimehis
righteousness: that hemight bejust, andthejustifier
of himwhichbeliev ethin Jesus.

C. Toserve God faith fully, you must be (1) Scrip turally
bap tized by atruechurch of the Lord Jesus Chrigt, (2)
added to the membership of the church which bap-
tizedyou, and (3) at tendregularly theBaptisticchurch
which you join.

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word

were baptized: and the same day there were added

unto them about threethou sand souls. He brews 10:25

Notfor sakingtheassemblingof our selvestogether, as
theman ner of someis; but ex hortingonean other: and

so much the more, asye seethe day ap proach ing.

. Wit nessfor Christ. Matthew 5:16 Let your light so

shine be fore men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father whichisin heaven.

A. Havestrongconvictions:

1. Know the Bi ble and stand fast, unwaver ingin the
truth. Use the Bi ble asyour guidefor life. || Tim.
1:13 Hold fast theform of sound words, which thou
hast heard of me, infaith and lovewhichisin Christ
Jesus.

2. Attendchurchfaithfully. Hebrews 10:25 Not for-
sakingtheassembling of our selvesto gether, asthe
man ner of someis; but ex horting onean other: and
so much the more asye see the day ap proach ing.

B. Beanexample.| Timothy 4:12 Let no man despise

thy youth; but bethouan ex ampleof thebeliev ers,in
word, inconver sation, incharity, inspirit, infaith, in
purity.

C. Rejoicewhenridi culed be causeyou obey God. Acts

5:41 And they departed from the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to
suf fer shamefor hisname.

D. Al waysservetheLord. Colossians3:23 Andwhat so

ever yedo, doit heart ily, asto the Lord, and not unto
men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord yeshall receivethe
rewardof theinher i tance: for yeservethelL ord Christ.
25 But hethat doeth wrong shall re ceivefor thewrong
whichhehathdone: andthereisnorespect of per sons.

[11. Chooseprayer fully that whichinfluencesyour lifeand

activities.Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, doall inthenameof theLord Jesus, giving
thanksto God and the Father by him.

A. Chooseentertainmentcarefully. 1 Thessalonians

5:22 Ab stainfromall ap pear anceof evil.

1. Avoidungodly music. Rock musicand country mu-
sicthriveonthebeauty-and-lust cult. Avoidmod ern
music dealing with unfaithfulness, broken hearts,
drug usage, and luv-luv-luv with the focus upon

worldly beauty and lust. Psalm 68:32 Sing unto
God, ye king doms of the earth; O sing praisesunto
the Lord; Selah.

2.TV thrives on immorality based on the
beauty-and-lust cult. Be care ful what you watch on
TV and stop all ungodly influenceinyour life.
Psalm 119:37 Turnaway mineeyesfrombeholding
van ity; and quicken thou mein thy way.

3. Donotuseil licitdrugsor drink a coholicbev er ages.
<M1%-1>Proverbs 31:4 It is not for kings, O
Lemud, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for
princes strong drink: 5 Lest they drink, and forget
the law, and per vert the judg ment of any of the af-
flicted. Isaiah 28:7 ...they are out of theway through

strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in
judg ment. Habakkuk 2:15Woeunto himthat giv eth
his neigh bour drink, that puttest thy bot tle to him,
and makest him drunken...

4 .Donotpartici pateinactivi tiesthat leadintoimmo-

ral ity inthepresent or that lead into im proper adult

behavior. 1 Thessalonians 5:22 Ab stain from all
appear anceof evil.
a. Don’'t gam ble, even in fun. Don’t bet on games.

Avoid all quick money get-rich schemes. Prov-
erbs 28:20 ...he that maketh haste to be rich shall
not bein no cent. 22 Hethat hastethto berich hath
anevil eye, and considereth not that pov erty shall
come upon him.

b. <M%-1>Do not at tend so cial dancesor other ac-

tivities that involve moral compromise and
arousal of sex ual passion.1 Thessalonians 4:3
For thisisthewill of God, evenyour sancti fi ca
tion, that ye should abstain from fornication: 4
That ev ery one of you should know how to pos-
sesshisvessdl insancti fi cationandhonour; 5Not
inthelust of con cu piscence, even asthe Gentiles
which know not God: 6 That no man go be yond
and defraud his brother in any matter: because
that the Lord istheavenger of all such, aswea so
have forewarned you and testified. 7 For God
hath not called usuntoun cleanness, but untohol-
ness. 8 Hethereforethat despiseth, despiseth not
man, but God, who hath also given unto us his
holy Spirit.

B. Choosefriends prayer fully. Amos 3:3 Cantwo walk

to gether, ex cept they beagreed?I1 Corinthi ans6:14
Beyenotunequally yokedtogetherwithunbelievers:
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrigh
teousness?and what com mu nion hath light with dark-
ness?

IV.Obey author i tiesthat God pro videsover you.

Titus 3:1 Put them in mind to be subject to
principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be
ready to ev ery good work.

A. Obey God above all else. Acts 5:29 Then Peter and

the other apostles answered and said, We ought to
obey God rather than men.

B. Obey par ents. Eph. 6:1 Children, obey your par entsin

the Lord: for this is right. 2 Honour thy father and
mother; which is the first com mand ment with prom:
ise; 3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest
livelong on the earth.

C. Obey others(teach ers, police, bosses, etc.). Romans

13:1 Letevery soul besubject untothehigher pow ers.
For there is no power but of God: the pow ersthat be
areor dained of God. 2Who so ever thereforeresisteth

the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they
that resist shall receivetothem selvesdamnation.

D. Obey the laws. | Peter 2:13-15 Sub mit your selvesto

V.

ev ery or di nanceof manfor theL ord’ ssake: whether it
be to the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto gov er nors, as
unto them that are sent by him for the pun ish ment of
evil do ers, and for the praise of them that do well. 15
For soisthewill of God, that with well doing ye may
puttosi lencetheignoranceof fool ishmen.

Study and Learn. 1 Thessalonians 4:11 And that ye
study to be quiet, and to do your own busi ness, andto
work with your own hands, as we com manded you.

A. Study God'sWord. || Timothy 2:15 Study to shew

thy self ap proved unto God, awork man that needeth
not to beashamed, rightly di vidingtheword of truth.

B. Learn to do well. <M1%-1>Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do

well; seek judg ment, relievethe op pressed, judgethe
father less, plead for thewidow. 18 Comenow, and let
usreason to gether, saith the LORD: though your sins
be as scar let, they shall be as white as snow; though
they bered like crim son, they shall beaswool. Ti tus
3:14 And let ours also learn to main tain good works
for necessary uses, that they benot unfruitful.

C. Learn the Truth. Matthew 11:28 Come unto me [Je-

sus), all yethat labour and are heavy laden, and | will
giveyourest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my
bur denislight. John 14:6 Je sus saith unto him, | am
theway, thetruth, and thelife: no man com eth unto the
Father, but by me.

D. Learnto becontent. Philippians4:11 Not that | speak

in re spect of want: for | have learned, in what so ever
statel am, therewithtobecontent. 12 | know both how
to beabased, and | know how to abound: ev ery where
andinall things| amin structed both to be full and to
behun gry, both to abound and to suf fer need. 131 can
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

E. Taketestshonestly.Heb. 13:18 Pray for us. for we

trust we have a good conscience, in al things
willingtolivehonestly.

F. Learn NOT theway of evil.  Jeremiah 10:2 Thus

VI.

saiththe LORD, Learn not theway of theheathen, and
benot dismayed at thesignsof heaven; for theheathen
aredismayed at them.

Enjoy sports. 1 Corinthians 9:26 | therefore so run,
not as un cer tainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the
air.

A. Strive for mastery and play by the rules.

Il Timothy 2:5Andif amanasostrivefor master ies,
yetishenot crowned, ex cept hestrivelaw fully.

B. Beagood sportsman: play hard but fair withapleasant



ap proach. Pray for power to stand strong in Christ by
show inggood sportsmanship. proverbs 4:23 Keep
thy heart withal dil i gence; for out of it aretheissues
of life.

.Desiretowintheprize. | Corinthians 9:24 Know ye
not that they which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may ob tain.

.Get rid of hindrances and be patient.

Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are com-
passed about with so great acloud of wit nesses, let us
lay aside ev ery weight, and the sin which doth so eas-
ily beset us, andlet usrunwith patiencetheracethatis
setbeforeus.

than to break them! Proverbs 20:11 Even a child is
known by hisdo ings, whether hiswork be pure, and whether
it beright.

. Compliment others. Accept and give compli-

mentssim ply and gracefully. Proverbs 10:20 The
tongueof thejustisaschoicesil ver: theheart of thewickedis

littleworth. Prov erbs25:11 A wordfitly spokenislikeapples
d goldinpicturesof sil ver.

G. Take care of your body. Treat your body prop-

erly and reverently.I Corinthi ans6:19-20What?know
yenot that your body isthetem pleof theHoly Ghost whichis
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20
For ye are bought with aprice: thereforeglorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, nei-
ther serve them, nor bow your selves unto them: 8 But
cleave unto the LORD your God, as ye have done unto
thisday.

d. Donot useeu phemisticcursewords(darn, dang, heck,
etc.), or wordsthat sound likecursesor swear ing ( shoot,

shucks, bull, etc.). A euphemisticswear/cursewordisa
word which still has the swear/curse mean ing but isnot
asharshsounding. James 3:9 Therewith bless we
God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men,
which are made af ter thesi mil i tude of God. 10 Out of
the same mouth proceedeth blessingand cursing. My
breth ren, these things ought not so to be...

C. Put-down comedy destroys a proper understanding of the
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No good thing will he with hold from them
that walk uprightly (Psalm 84:11)
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E. Work hard and control your seif. | Corinthians 9:25
Andev ery manthat strivethfor themastery istem per-
ateinall things. Now they doittoobtainacor ruptible
crown; but we an incor ruptible. 27 But | keep under
my body, and bringit into sub jec tion: lest that by any
means, when | have preached to others, | myself
should beacast away.

VIl.Live faithfully asaChristian and beablessingto oth-

VII1. Encourageothers.itus3:1 Put theminmindtobe
subjecttoprinci pal i tiesand pow ers, toobey magistrates, tobe
ready toev ery goodwork, Titus3:2To speak evil of noman, to
benobrawl ers, but gentle, shewingall meek nessuntoall men.

A Givehonor towhom honor isdug, show that you are happy to
meet others,introduceyour friends<M%-2>tocthers, shake

hands firmly Rom. 13:7 Ren der there fore to all their dues:
tributetowhomtrib uteisdue; customtowhom custom; fear
to whom fear; hon our to whom hon our.

€S- Psalm 119:133 Or der my stepsin thy word: and let B. Let your words and life speak clearly for Christ

notany iniquity havedominionover me. . . .
A.Bedepend able. Al ways be ready to do that which is inall conver sation. Philippians 1:27 Only let your con-

buildingrelation shipsthat shouldbeinour families. Havea

no put-downpol icy for all yourhumor. | Thess. 5:11
Wherefore com fort your selvesto gether, and ed ify onean
other, even asalso ye do.

IX. God will never permit you to be tempted
without providing away to escape.
I Corinthi ans 10:13 There hath no temp tation taken you but
such asiscommonto man: but Godisfaithful, whowill not suf-
fer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make away to es cape.
A. Christisour ex am pleof per fectlove. John 3:16
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The Bi bleisour guidefor life,
aroad map of holiness

right. Isaiah 6:8 Also| [Isaiah] heard the voice of the
Lord, say ing, Whom shall | send, and who will go for
us? Then said I, Heream I; send me.

. Bethought ful; show con cernand under standing.
Prov erbs13:15Goodunder standinggiv ethfavour.

.Be neat and clean in body and soul. Your body re-
leases a quart of per spi ration each day and you must
work to beneat and clean. Bacterialiveinyour mouth
andonyour body. Brushyour teeth and usedeodor ant.
Isaiah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the
evil of your doingsfrombeforemineeyes; ceasetodo
evil; Psalm 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man
cleanse hisway? by tak ing heed thereto ac cord ing to
thy word.

.Look likeaChristian. Bemod est and con sid er ate of
the preferences of other Christians. Don't let gaudy
apparel and make-up become an overbearing adorn-
ment that char acter izeswhat youare. Remember, othr
ersarewatching and copy ingyou. | Timothy 2:9 In
likeman ner al so, that women adorn them selvesin mod-
est apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with
broided hair, or gold, or pearls,or costly ar ray. Romans 14:7
For noneof uslivethtohimself, andnomandiethtohimself.

. Develop good habits. Good home habits will
producegood publichabits. Beconsider ateand
helpful at home. Treat your family withrespect

and kindness. It is easier to prevent bad habits

ver sation beasit becomeththegospel of Christ: that whether

| come and seeyou, or elsebe ab sent, | may hear of your af-

fairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striv ing

together for thefaith of thegospel.

1.Do not use any swear/curse words, or euphe-
mistic(Greek, goodsounding) swear word

James 5:12 But above all things, my breth ren, swear not,

neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any

other oath: but let your yeabe yea; and your nay, nay; lest
yefall intocondemnation.

a. Donotusevainex clamationssuchasGosh! and Golly!
(euphemistic swear words for God), or Gee! for Jesus,
etc. Ex 0dus20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the
LORD thy Godinvain; for the LORD will not hold him
guilt lessthat tak eth hisnameinvain.

b. Donotuseex clamationssuchasGood ness!, My good-

ness! ,etc. Theseex clamationsareremnantsof swearing
by aper son’ sgood name or good char acter istics.

Mat thew 5:34-37 But | say unto you, Swear not at all;
nel ther by heaven; for it is God' sthrone: 35 Nor by the
earth; foritishisfoot stool: nei ther by Jerusalem; foritis
thecity of thegreat King. 36 Nei ther shalt thou swear by
thy head, be causethou canst not make onehair whiteor
black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea;
Nay, nay: for what so ever ismorethan these com eth of
evil.

C. Donot swear by invokingthenamesof heathendei ties,
such as: Holy cow!, Great Caesar’s ghost!, etc.
Joshua 23:7 That ye come not among these nations,
these that re main among you; nei ther make men tion of

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be got ten

Son, that who so ever believ ethin him should not per ish, but

haveeverlasting life. I John 3:16 Hereby per ceivewethe

love of God, be cause he laid down his life for us: and we

ought to lay down our livesfor the breth ren.

1.Follow the example of Chrigt in the path of
righteousness. 11 Timothy 2:22 Flee also youthful

lusts: but fol low righ teousness, faith, char ity, peace, with
them that call onthe Lord out of apure heart. | Peter 2:21

For even here unto wereye called: be cause Christ also suf-
feredfor us, leav ing usan ex ample, that ye should fol low
his steps.
2.God will bless you for faithfully following
Christ in the path of righ teous ness. Psalms
23:1 The LORD ismy shep herd; | shall not want. 84:1 No
goodthingwill hewithholdfromthemthat walk uprightly.
B. Helpandencour ageothers. Col. 3:16 Let theword of
Christ dwell inyourichly in all wisdom; teach ing and ad-
monishing onean other in psalmsand hymns and spir i tual
songs, sing ing with gracein your heartsto the Lord. 17 And

what so ever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giv ing thanksto God and the Father by him.
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