
Winning Souls to Christ!!!
Prov erbs 11:30 ...he that winneth

souls is wise.
Winning [He brew laqach, to take or win souls to
Christ is the life long re spon si bil ity of the Lord’s
churches and all Chris tians. Zeal in soul win ning
must be ac cord ing to knowl edge. Both the mes sage
and meth ods must be in agree ment with God’s Holy
Word, the Bi ble. Soul win ners take souls to Christ by
their fruits of faith ful liv ing, words of tes ti mony, and
com pas sion for oth ers.
I. The Great Soul Winning Com mis sion was

given by Je sus to churches. The first church
was gath ered to gether in Gal i lee and was com -
mis sioned by Je sus: Mat thew 28:18 And Je sus
came and spake unto them, say ing, All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye
there fore, and teach all na tions, bap tiz ing them 
in the name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to ob serve
all things what so ever I have com manded you:
and, lo, I am with you al way, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.

A. The Great Soul Winning Com mis sion  is a
church com mis sion as shown by the as sem bly
which was pres ent. Mat thew 28:16 Then the
eleven dis ci ples went away into Gal i lee, into a
moun tain where Je sus had ap pointed them.
1. The Great Soul Winning Com mis sion was

given to the first church which was ini tially
com prised of the apos tles. I Cor. 12:28 And
God hath set some in the church, first apos -
tles...

2. The Great Soul Winning Com mis sion ex -
tends to all churches de scended from this
first church as shown by:

a. Je sus’ prom ise of His abid ing pres ence.
Mat thew 28:20 ...lo, I am with you al way,
even unto the end of the world. Amen.

b. Je sus’ prom ise of per pe tu ity to his kind of
church (as sem bly). Mat thew 16:18 And I
say also unto thee, That thou art Pe ter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not pre vail against it.

B. Ev ery Chris tian should be a soul win ner.
The soul win ner should wit ness as a faith ful
mem ber of one of the Lord’s churches.
Free-lance, non-submissive, un ac count able
evan ge lism is not sup ported by Scrip ture. Acts
2:41 Then they that gladly re ceived his word
were bap tized: and the same day there were

added unto them about three thou sand souls...
47 ...And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved.
1. Chris tians vi o late God’s meth ods of evan -

ge lism when they are not church mem -
bers, or when they are mem bers of
man-made or ga ni za tions that may call
them selves churches. Such Chris tians will 
be ac count able for not obey ing God’s
Word. I Co rin thi ans 3:13 Ev ery man’s
work shall be made man i fest: for the day
shall de clare it, be cause it shall be re -
vealed by fire; and the fire shall try ev ery
man’s work of what sort it is. 14 If any
man’s work abide which he hath built
there upon, he shall re ceive a re ward. 15 If 
any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suf fer loss: but he him self shall be saved;
yet so as by fire.

2. God’s Word will never go out void. Isa iah
55:11 So shall my [the LORD’S] word be
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not re turn unto me void, but it shall ac com -
plish that which I please, and it shall pros -
per in the thing whereto I sent it.

a. Chris tians who pres ent the gos pel mes -
sage but who do not fol low God’s meth -
ods are like a man who vis its a sick friend 
in the hos pi tal and drives through yards,
runs red lights, and en dan gers oth ers as
he goes to the hos pi tal. When he gets to
the hos pi tal, he does en cour age his
friend; how ever, he dis obeys the laws on
the way, en dan gers oth ers, and will be
ar rested when caught! II Tim o thy 2:5
And if a man also strive for mas ter ies, yet
is he not crowned, ex cept he strive law -
fully.

b. Chris tians who wit ness but who do not
fol low God’s rules will be ac count able
for dis obe di ence be fore the judg ment
seat of Christ. Romans 14:10 ...for we
shall all stand be fore the judg ment seat of
Christ.

C. All Chris tians should help in soul win ning.
Chris tians must warn of God’s com ing judg -
ment, and warn that the wicked way leads to
eter nal hell.
1. Ezekiel 33:8 When I say unto the wicked, O

wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his
way, that wicked man shall die in his in iq -
uity; but his blood will I re quire at thine
hand.

2. Dan iel 12:3 And they that be wise shall
shine as the bright ness of the fir ma ment;
and they that turn many to righ teous ness as 
the stars for ever and ever.

II. Winning souls to Christ en com passes (1) jus ti -
fi ca tion, (2) sanc ti fi ca tion, and (3) glo ri fi ca -
tion.
A.  Jus ti fi ca tion is the sat is fac tion (pro pi ti a tion)

of God’s jus tice whereby the sin ner is saved
(jus ti fied, de clared just) from the pen alty of
sin. In jus ti fi ca tion, God’s jus tice is paid (sat is -
fied) and can never again con demn the saved
sin ner to eter nal hell. Romans 3:23 For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 24
Be ing jus ti fied freely by his grace through the
re demp tion that is in Christ Je sus: 25 Whom
God hath set forth to be a pro pi ti a tion through
faith in his blood, to de clare his righ teous ness
for the re mis sion of sins that are past, through
the for bear ance of God. 26 To de clare, I say, at
this time his righ teous ness: that he might be
just, and the justifier of him which be liev eth in
Je sus.

1. The soul win ner re ceives a great bless ing if
he is wit ness ing to a lost sin ner at the mo -
ment of new birth. At that in stant, the sin ner
cries out in faith to Je sus. John 3:3 ...Ex cept
a man be born again, he can not see the king -
dom of God... 16 For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only be got ten Son, that who -
so ever be liev eth in him should not per ish,
but have ev er last ing life.

2. The true wit ness points souls to Je sus. Prov -
erbs 14:25 A true wit ness delivereth souls...
John 14:6 Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man com eth unto
the Fa ther, but by me.

B. Sanc ti fi ca tion is the set ting aside of a soul unto 
God and a life of ho li ness. When a lost sin ner is
jus ti fied (born again), he is set aside unto God
but his daily life must also be saved (sanc ti fied, 
set aside) from the power of sin as ev i denced
by sin ful prac tices. Soul win ning does not stop
at jus ti fi ca tion. The soul win ner now must set
an ex am ple in word and deed that con verts
(turns) the be liever from sin ful ac tions in his
daily life.

1. If the soul win ner turns (con verts) an er ring
be liever from his sin, that soul win ner has
won (saved) that be liever (brother) from los -
ing his phys i cal life by death, and has helped
stop a mul ti tude of sins from be ing com mit -
ted. James 5:19 Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one con vert him; 20 Let

him know, that he which converteth the sin -
ner from the er ror of his way shall save a
soul from death, and shall hide a mul ti tude
of sins.

2. If a be liever (brother) con tin ues in sin or
griev ously sins, he will lose his phys i cal life
due to his sin unto death. I John 5:16 If any
man see his brother sin a sin which is not
unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give
him life for them that sin not unto death.
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he
shall pray for it.

a. Sam son sinned unto death by con tin u ing to
re bel against God (Judges 16:28-31). We
know that Sam son is a be liever (brother)
be cause he is listed with the heroes who ob -
tained a good re port through faith (He -
brews 11:32-39).

b. The Co rin thian be liever sin ning through
for ni ca tion was to be dis missed from the
church and would have died if he had con -
tin ued in re bel lion and not re pented. I Cor.
5:4 In the name of our Lord Je sus Christ,
when ye are gath ered to gether, and my
spirit, with the power of our Lord Je sus
Christ, 5 To de liver such an one unto Sa tan
for the de struc tion of the flesh, that the
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord
Je sus.

c. Dis missal by the Co rin thian church caused
this sin ful mem ber to re pent and be re -
stored as a church mem ber to the sav ing of
his phys i cal life. II Cor. 2:6 Suf fi cient to
such a man is this pun ish ment, which was
in flicted of many. 7 So that con trari wise ye
ought rather to for give him, and com fort
him, lest per haps such a one should be
swal lowed up with over much sor row. 8
Where fore I be seech you that ye would con -
firm your love to ward him.

C. Glo ri fi ca tion is the fu ture act of God whereby
the saved sin ner in heaven will have a body like
that of Christ and be com pletely saved (glo ri -
fied, per fected) from the pres ence of sin. The
soul win ner leads oth ers in the peace ful life of
wait ing and look ing for ful fill ment of this won -
der ful prom ise. Philippians 3:20 For our con -
ver sa tion is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Sav iour, the Lord Je sus Christ: 21 
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fash ioned like unto his glo ri ous body, ac cord -
ing to the work ing whereby he is able even to
sub due all things unto him self.

III.The soul win ner must use the whole coun sel of



God to pres ent the gos pel. The gos pel brings
men to beg par don of the Holy God. Soul win -
ning ex am ples in clude the fol low ing:

A. The gos pel be gins with God and His glory.
1. When Je sus met the Sa mar i tan woman at Ja -

cob’s well, He taught her that God is a Spirit
to be wor shipped in truth. John 4:24 God is a 
Spirit: and they that wor ship him must wor -
ship him in spirit and in truth.

2. When Paul ad dressed the hea then on Mars
Hill, he taught the char ac ter of God. Acts
17:23 For as I passed by, and be held your
de vo tions, I found an al tar with this in scrip -
tion, TO THE UN KNOWN GOD. Whom
there fore ye ig no rantly wor ship, him de -
clare I unto you.

3. Paul preached a thor ough the ol ogy, not a
few easy steps to sal va tion. Paul ex alted God 
as:

a. The Cre ator: Acts 17:24 God that made the
world and all things therein, see ing that he
is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in
tem ples made with hands.

b. The Sustainer of all life: Acts 17:25 Nei ther 
is wor shipped with men’s hands, as though
he needed any thing, see ing he giv eth to all
life, and breath, and all things.

c. The Mighty One who raised Je sus from the
dead: Acts 17:30 And the times of this ig no -
rance God winked at; but now commandeth 
all men ev ery where to re pent: 31 Be cause
he hath appointed a day, in the which he
will judge the world in righ teous ness by
that man whom he hath or dained; whereof
he hath given as sur ance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead.

B. The gos pel tells men that they have of fended the 
Holy God Who will not ig nore their sin. Mark
10:18 ...there is none good but one, that is,
God. Ex o dus 34:7 ...that will by no means clear
the guilty.
1. Lost sin ners must know that God is Holy,

hates sin, and is an gry with the sin ner.
Romans 9:13 As it is writ ten, Ja cob have I
[God] loved, but Esau have I hated. To tell
the lost sin ner that God loves them and has a
won der ful plan for their life is mis lead ing. If
they re main un saved, God’s plan of hell is
not won der ful for them.

2. The law of God must be preached un til the
sin ner is slain and con victed thereby.
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God... 7:11 For sin, tak -
ing oc ca sion by the com mand ment, de -
ceived me, and by it slew me... 14 For we

know that the law is spir i tual: but I am car -
nal, sold un der sin.

C. The gos pel shows sin ners that the only hope of
sal va tion is the grace and power of the Holy
God.
1. The lost sin ner must re pent. Re pent means to 

change his mind about what ever the sin ner
trusts and trust Christ alone.

a. To ac cept Christ as Sav ior is an empty
phrase un less the sin ner has true re pen -
tance. Mark 6:12 And they went out, and
preached that men should re pent.

b. Paul sum ma rized his life of soul win ning as 
preach ing re pen tance which is shown by
faith ful works. Acts 26:20 But shewed first
unto them of Da mas cus, and at Je ru sa lem,
and through out all the coasts of Judaea,
and then to the Gentiles, that they should
re pent and turn to God, and do works meet
for re pen tance.

c. Sin ners must aban don the for mer life of sin
to walk in the righ teous ness of Christ. Con -
fessing of sins is not enough, the sin ner
must part with sin or part with the Sav ior.
Prov erbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins
shall not pros per: but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall have mercy. Luke
14:33 So like wise, who so ever he be of you
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he can -
not be my dis ci ple.

2. Re pen tance and faith oc cur to gether as
shown by Paul’s sum mary of his ser mons.
Acts 20:20 And how I kept back noth ing that
was prof it able unto you, but have shewed
you, and have taught you publickly, and
from house to house, 21 Tes tifying both to
the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re pen tance
to ward God, and faith to ward our Lord Je sus
Christ.

a. The new birth gives the dead sin ner new
life in Christ. Ephe sians 2:1 And you hath
he quick ened, who were dead in tres passes
and sins.

b. Faith is the act of a heart quick ened (made
alive) by the power of God. Ephe sians 2:8
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of your selves: it is the gift of God: 9 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 
For we are his work man ship, cre ated in
Christ Je sus unto good works, which God
hath be fore or dained that we should walk in 
them.

c. Re pen tance is the act of a sin ner who has
re ceived the gift of spir i tual life. Re pen -
tance is also a gift of God. II Tim. 2:24 And

the ser vant of the Lord must not strive; but
be gen tle unto all men, apt to teach, pa tient, 
25 In meek ness in struct ing those that op -
pose them selves; if God per ad ven ture will
give them re pen tance to the ac knowl edg ing 
of the truth; 26 And that they may re cover
them selves out of the snare of the devil, who 
are taken cap tive by him at his will.

3.  Be lieving and obey ing are in sep a ra ble char -
ac ter is tics of the saved sin ner.

a. Je sus will not be Sav ior to any man who
does not bow to Him as Lord. Luke 6:46
And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not
the things which I say? I John 2:4 He that
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his com -
mand ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in
him.

b. Faith is fol low ing Christ, not sim ply agree -
ment to a se ries of facts. James 2:20 But
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith with -
out works is dead?

D. The gos pel re veals that only the Holy Spirit can
give the sin ner as sur ance that he is truly a
Chris tian. I John 3:24 ...And hereby we know
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath 
given us.

1. The Word of God gives a re pen tant sin ner
as sur ance that he is born again and now a
child of God. I John 5:13 These things have I
writ ten unto you that be lieve on the name of
the Son of God; that ye may know that ye
have eter nal life, and that ye may be lieve on
the name of the Son of God.

2. The soul win ner must not try to con vince a
sin ner that he is a Chris tian for that is the
work of the Holy Spirit. II Cor. 13:5 Ex am -
ine your selves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your
own selves, how that Je sus Christ is in you,
ex cept ye be rep ro bates? Romans 8:16 The
Spirit it self beareth wit ness with our spirit,
that we are the chil dren of God.

IV.Winning souls in daily life.
A. Pray for friends, ask ing God to con vict them of

their sins. God may use your prayers to bring
about the sal va tion of your friends. Mark 2:5
When Je sus saw their faith, he said unto the sick 
of the palsy, Son, thy sins be for given thee.

B. Be a liv ing ex am ple who points oth ers to the
Christ-like life. Mat thew 5:16 Let your light so
shine be fore men, that they may see your good
works, and glo rify your Fa ther which is in
heaven.

C. Win your fam ily to Christ by your daily tes ti -
mony. II Tim o thy 3:15 And that from a child

thou hast known the holy scrip tures, which are
able to make thee wise unto sal va tion through
faith which is in Christ Je sus. I Pe ter 3:1 Like -
wise, ye wives, be in sub jec tion to your own
hus bands; that, if any obey not the word, they
also may with out the word be won by the con -
ver sa tion of the wives.

V. Win souls to Christ by in vit ing all to hear the
Word of God that is preached and taught in
your church. 
A. There are no short-cuts to soul win ning. A few

Scrip tures usu ally are not suf fi cient to bring a
soul to Christ. Chris tians must tes tify to all the
truth of the gos pel. This re quires the thor ough
preach ing and teach ing of God’s Word.
Romans 10:14 How then shall they call on him
in whom they have not be lieved? and how shall
they be lieve in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear with out a
preacher?... 17 So then faith com eth by hear ing, 
and hear ing by the word of God.

B. Take friends to Sunday School and church ser -
vices. Your pres ence in one of the Lord’s
churches on the first day of the week (the
Lord’s day) wit nesses to the res ur rec tion of Je -
sus Christ and shows oth ers that Je sus is alive
to day!! He brews 10:25 Not for sak ing the as -
sem bling of our selves to gether, as the man ner
of some is; but ex hort ing one an other: and so
much the more, as ye see the day ap proach ing.
1. Going on or ga nized church and per sonal vis -

i ta tions to oth ers is an im por tant part of soul
win ning as shown in the ex am ple of the great 
sup per. Luke 14:23 And the lord said unto
the ser vant, Go out into the high ways and
hedges, and com pel them to come in, that my
house may be filled.

2. To fill God’s house is to fill His church. I
Tim o thy 3:15 ...that thou mayest know how
thou oughtest to be have thy self in the house
of God, which is the church of the liv ing God, 
the pil lar and ground of the truth.

VI.The soul win ner’s la bor is not in vain. Isa iah
6:11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he an -
swered, Un til the cit ies be wasted with out in -
hab it ant, and the houses with out man, and the
land be ut terly des o late. I Cor. 15:58 ...be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, al ways abound ing in the
work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that
your la bour is not in vain in the Lord. II Tim.
2:10 There fore I en dure all things for the
elect’s sakes, that they may also ob tain the sal -
va tion which is in Christ Je sus with eter nal
glory.
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