Winning Soulsto Christ!!!

Proverbs 11:30 ...he that winneth
soulsiswise.

Winning [Hebrew lagach, to takeor win souls to
Christ is the lifelong responsibility of the Lord's
churches and al Christians. Zeal in soul winning
must be accordingtoknow! edge. Both the message

and meth ods must be in agree ment with God’ sHoly
Word, the Bi ble. Soul winnerstake soulsto Christ by

their fruitsof faithful living, wordsof testi mony, and
compassion for others.

I. The Great Soul Winning Commission was
given by Jesus to churches. The first church
wasgath eredtogether in Gal i leeand wascom-
missioned by Jesus. Mat thew 28:18 And Jesus
cameand spakeuntothem, say ing, All power is
given untomein heaven and in earth. 19 Goye
therefore andteachall nations,baptizingthem
inthenameof theFather, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe
all thingswhat so ever | havecom manded you:
and, lo, | am with you al way, even untotheend
of the world. Amen.

A. The Great Soul Winning Commission is a
church commissionasshown by theassembly
which was present. Matthew 28:16 Then the
elevendisci pleswent awayintoGal i lee,intoa
moun tai nwher e Je sushad ap pointed them.

1. The Great Soul Winning Commission was
given to the first church which was initially
com prised of theapostles. | Cor. 12:28 And
God hath set some in the church, first apos-
tles...

2. The Great Soul Winning Commission ex-
tends to all churches descended from this
first church as shown by:

a Jesus promise of His abiding presence.
Matthew 28:20 ...lo, | am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world. Amen.

b. Jesus promiseof per petuity to hiskind of
church (assembly). Matthew 16:18 And |
say also untothee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock | will build my church; and
thegatesof hell shall not prevail againstit.

B. Every Christian should be a soul winner.
The soul winner should witness as a faithful
member of one of the Lord’s churches.
Free-lance, non-submissive, unaccountable
evangelismisnot sup ported by Scripture. Acts
2:41 Then they that gladly received his word

were baptized: and the same day there were

added unto them about three thousandsouls...

47 ...And the Lord added to the church daily

such as should be saved.

1. ChristiansviolateGod’ smeth odsof evan-
gelism when they are not church mem -
bers, or when they are members of
man-made organizations that may call
them selveschur ches. Such Christianswill
be accountable for not obeying God's
Word. | Corinthians 3:13 Every man’s
work shall bemademani fest: for theday
shall declare it, because it shall be re-
vealed by fire; and thefireshall try every
man’s work of what sort it is. 14 If any
man’s work abide which he hath built
thereupon, heshall receiveareward. 151f
any man’swork shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he him self shall be saved;
yet soasby fire.

2. God’'sWord will never goout void.l saiah
55:11 So shall my [the LORD’S] word be
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
notreturn unto mevoid, but it shall accom-
plish that which | please, and it shall pros-
per in thething whereto | sent it.

a. Christianswho present thegospel mes
sage but who do not fol low God’ smeth-
odsarelikeamanwhovisitsasick friend
inthehospital and drivesthrough yards,
runsred lights, and en dan gersoth ersas
he goes to the hospital. When he getsto
the hospital, he does encourage his
friend; how ever, hedisobeysthelawson
the way, endangers others, and will be
arrested when caught! Il Timothy 2:5
Andif aman also strivefor master ies, yet
is he not crowned, except he strive law-
fully.

b. Christianswho wit ness but who do not
follow God’s rules will be accountable
for disobedience before the judgment
seat of Christ. Romans 14:10 ...for we
shhall all stand beforethejudg ment seat of
Chrigt.

C. All Chrigtians should help in soul winning.

Christians must warn of God's coming judg-
ment, and warn that the wicked way leads to
eterna hell.

1. Ezekiel 33:8 When | say untothewicked, O
wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his
way, that wicked man shall diein hisin ig-
uity; but his blood will | require at thine
hand.

2. Daniel 12:3 And they that be wise shall

shine as the bright nessof thefir mament;
andtheythatturn manytorighteousnessas
the starsfor ever and ever.

[1. Winning soulsto Christ encom passes(1)]justk
fication, (2) sanctification, and (3) glorifica
tion.

A. Judification is the satisfaction(propitiation)

of God's justicewhereby thesinner is saved
(justified, declared just) from the penalty of
sn.Injustifi cation, God' sjusticeispaid (satis
fied) and can never again condemn the saved
sinner to eter nal hell. Romans3:23 For all have

sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 24

Beingjusti fied freely by hisgracethrough the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 25 Whom

God hath set forth to be a propitiation through

faith in his blood, to declarehisrighteousness

for the remission of sinsthat are past, through
thefor bear ance of God. 26 Todeclare, | say, at
this time his righteousness: that he might be
just, and thejustifier of himwhichbeliev ethin

Jesus.

1. Thesoul winner receivesagreat blessing if
he is wit nessing to alost sin ner at the mo-
ment of new birth. At that in stant, thesin ner
criesoutinfaithto Jesus. John3:3...Except
aman bebornagain, he can not seetheking-
domof God... 16 For God soloved theworld,
that he gave hisonly be got ten Son, that who-
soever believethin him should not perish,
buthaveeverlastinglife.

2. Thetruewit nesspointssoulsto Jesus. Prov-
erbs 14:25 A true wit ness delivereth souls...
John 14: 6 Jesussaithunto him, | amtheway,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me.

. Sanctificationistheset ting asideof asoul unto

Godandalifeof holi ness. Whenalostsinneris
justi fied (born again), heis set aside unto God
but hisdaily life must also besaved (sanctified,
set aside) from the power of sin asevidenced
by sinful practices. Soul win ning doesnot stop
atjustifi cation. The soul winner now must set
an example in word and deed that converts
(turns) the believer from sinful actions in his
daily life.

1. If thesoul win ner turns(converts) anerring
believer from his sin, that soul winner has
won (saved) that believer (brother) fromlos
ing hisphysi cal lifeby death, and hashel ped
stopamul ti tude of sinsfrombeing com mit-
ted. James5:19 Brethren, if any of youdo err
from the truth, and one convert him; 20 Let

him know, that he which converteth the sin-
ner fromthe error of his way shall save a
soul from death, and shall hide a multitude
of sins.

2. If a believer (brother) continues in sin or

griev ously sins, hewill losehisphysi cal life
dueto his sin unto death. | John 5:16 If any
man see his brother sin a sin which is not
unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give
him life for them that sin not unto death.
Thereisasinunto death: | do not say that he
shall pray for it.

a. Samsonsinned untodeathbycontinuingto
rebel against God (Judges 16:28-31). We
know that Sam sonisabeliever (brother)
be causeheislisted with the heroeswho ob
tained a good report through faith (He-
brews 11:32-39).

b. The Corinthian bdiever sinning through
forni cationwas to be dismissed from the
church and would have died if he had con-
tinuedinrebel lionand not repented. | Cor.
5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Chridt,
when ye are gathered together, and my
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 5Todeliver suchanoneunto Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, that the
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord
Jesus.

c. Dismissal by the Corinthian church caused
this sinful member to repent and be re-
stored asachurch mem ber tothe sav ing of
his physical life. 1l Cor. 2:6 Sufficient to
such a man is this punishment, which was
inflicted of many. 7 Sothat contrari wiseye
ought rather to forgive him, and comfort
him, lest perhaps such a one should be
swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 8
Whereforel beseechyouthat yewould con
firmyour lovetoward him.

C. Glorification isthe fu ture act of God whereby

thesaved sinner in heavenwill haveabody like
that of Christ and be completely saved (glori-
fied, per fected) from the presenceof sin. The
soul win ner leads oth ersin the peaceful life of
waitingandlookingfor ful fill ment of thiswon
derful promise. Philippians 3:20 For our con
versation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord JesusChrist: 21
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glori ousbody, accord
ing to the working whereby he is able even to
sub dueall thingsunto himself.

111.Thesoul win ner must usethewholecoun sel of
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to presentthe gogpel. The gospd brings
to beg par don of the Holy God. Soul win-

rjl%exam plesincludethefol lowing:

e gospd begins with God and His glory.
When Jesusmet the Samar i tanwoman at Ja
cob’swell, Hetaught her that God isa Spirit
tobewor shippedintruth.John 4:24 Godisa
Soirit: and they that wor ship himmust wor-
ship himin spirit and in truth.

When Paul addressed the heathen on Mars
Hill, he taught the character of God. Acts
17:23 For as | passed by, and beheld your
devotions, | foundanal tar withthisinscrip-
tion, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him de-
clare | unto you.

Paul preached a thorough theology, not a
few easy stepstosal vation. Paul ex alted God

as
a TheCreator: Acts17: 24 God that madethe

world and all thingstherein, seeing that he
isLord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in
templesmadewith hands.

. TheSustainer of all life: Acts17: 25Nei ther
iswor shipped with men’ shands, asthough
heneeded any thing, seeing hegiv ethtoall
life, and breath, and all things.

- TheMighty Onewho raised Jesusfromthe

dead: Acts17:30Andthetimesofthisigno-
rance God winked at; but now commandeth
all meneverywheretorepent: 31 Because
he hath appointed a day, in the which he
will judge the world in righteousness by
that man whomhe hath or dained; wher eof
he hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead.

B. Thegospel tellsmenthat they haveof fendedthe
Holy God Who will not ig noretheir sin. Mark
10:18 ...there is none good but one, that is,
God. Exodus34:7...thatwill bynomeansclear

th
L

e guilty.

Lost sinners must know that God is Holy,
hates sin, and is angry with the sinner.
Romans 9:13 As it is written, Jacob have |
[God] loved, but Esau have | hated. To tell
thelost sin ner that God lovesthem and hasa
wonder ful planfortheir lifeismisleading. I
they remain unsaved, God's plan of hell is
not wonder ful for them.

The law of God must be preached until the
sinner is slain and convicted thereby.
Romans 3:23 For al have sinned, and come
short of theglory of God... 7:11 For sin, tak-
ing occasion by the commandment, de-
celved me, and by it sew me... 14 For we

know that the law is spiritual: but | am car-
nal, sold under sin.

C. Thegospel showssin nersthat the only hope of
salvationis the grace and power of the Holy

God.
1. Thelostsinner must re pent.Repent meansto

change his mind about whatever the sinner
trusts and trust Christ alone.

a To accept Christ as Savior is an empty

phrase unless the sinner has true repen-

tance. Mark 6:12 And they went out, and
preached that men should re pent.

- Paul summarizedhislifeof soul winningas

preaching repentance which is shown by
faithful works. Acts 26: 20 But shewed fir st
untothemof Damascus, andat Jerusalem,
and throughout all the coasts of Judaea,
and then to the Gentiles, that they should
re pent and turn to God, and do works meet
forrepentance.

. Sinnersmust abandonthefor mer lifeof sin

towalk intherighteousnessof Christ. Con
fessing of sins is not enough, the sinner
must part with sin or part with the Savior.
Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth
and for saketh themshall have mercy. Luke
14:33 Solikewise, who so ever he be of you
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he can-
not bemydisci ple.

2. Repentance and faith occur together as

shown by Paul’s summary of his sermons.
Acts20:20 And how | kept back nothing that
was profitable unto you, but have shewed
you, and have taught you publickly, and
from house to house, 21 Testifying both to
the Jews, and also tothe Greeks, repentance

toward God, andfaithtoward our Lord Jesus
Christ.

a. The new birth gives the dead sinner new

lifein Christ. Ephe sians2: 1 And you hath
hequick ened, who weredead intrespasses
andsins.

. Faithisthe act of aheart quick ened (made

aive) by the power of God. Ephesians2:8
For by graceareye saved through faith; and
that not of your selves: itisthegift of God: 9
Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10
For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Je sus unto good works, which God
hath beforeor dained that weshouldwalkin
them.

. Repentance is the act of a sinner who has

received the gift of spiritua life. Repen-
tanceisaso agift of God. Il Tim. 2:24 And

the ser vant of the Lord must not strive; but
begentleuntoall men, apttoteach, patient,
25 In meekness instructing those that op-
pose themselves; if God per adventurewill
givethemrepentancetotheacknowl edging
of the truth; 26 And that they may recover
themselvesout of thesnareof thedevil, who
aretaken cap tive by himat hiswill.

3. Believingandobeyingareinseparablechar
acteritics of the saved sinner.

a. Jesus will not be Savior to any man who
does not bow to Him as Lord. Luke 6:46
And why call yeme, Lord, Lord, and do not
the things which | say? | John 2:4 He that
saith, | know him, and keepeth not his conr
Lr]and ments, isaliar, andthetruthisnotin

im.

b. Faithisfol lowing Christ, notsimply agree
ment to a series of facts. James 2:20 But
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith with
out worksis dead?

D. Thegospel reveasthat only theHoly Spirit can
give the sinner assurance that he is truly a
Christian. | John 3:24 ...And hereby we know
that he abidethin us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us.

1. The Word of God gives a repentant snner
assurance that he is born again and now a
child of God. | John 5:13 Thesethingshavel
writ ten unto you that believe onthe name of
the Son of God; that ye may know that ye
haveeter nal life, and that yemay believeon
the name of the Son of God.

2. Thesoul win ner must not try to convincea
sinner that he is a Christian for that is the
work of the Holy Spirit. Il Cor. 13:5Exam-
ine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your
own selves, how that Jesus Christ isin you,
except ye be reprobates? Romans8: 16 The
Soirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the chil dren of God.

IV.Winning soulsin daily life.

A. Pray for friends, ask ing God to con vict them of
their sins. God may use your prayers to bring
about the salvation of your friends. Mark 2:5
When Jesussawtheir faith, hesaid unto thesick
of the palsy, Son, thy sins be for giventhee.

B. Be a living example who points others to the
Christ-likelife.Mat thew 5:16 Let your light so
shine be fore men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.

C. Win your family to Christ by your daily testr
mony. Il Tim o thy 3:15 And that from a child

thou hast known the holy scrip tures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faithwhichisin Christ Jesus. | Peter 3:1 Like
wise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own
husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they
also may with out the word be won by the cor+
ver sation of thewives.

V. Win soulsto Christ by invitingall tohear the
Word of God that is preached and taught in
your church.

A. There are no short-cutsto soul win ning. A few
Scriptures usually are not suf fi cienttobringa
soul to Christ. Christians must testify to al the
truth of the gospel. This requires the thorough
preaching and teaching of God's Word.
Romans 10:14 How then shall they call on him
inwhom they have not believed?and how shall
they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher?... 17 Sothenfaithcometh by hearing,
and hear ing by the word of God.

B. Takefriendsto Sunday School and church ser-
vices. Your presence in one of the Lord’s
churches on the first day of the week (the
Lord’ sday) wit nessestotheresur rectionof Je
sus Christ and shows others that Jesus is alive
today!! Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the as-
sembling of our selvesto gether, astheman ner
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so
muchthemore, asyeseethedayapproaching.

1. Goingonorganizedchurchandpersonal vis
i tationstoothersisanim por tant part of soul
winningasshownintheex ampleof thegreal
supper. Luke 14:23 And the lord said unto
the servant, Go out into the highwaysand
hedges, and compel themto comein, that my
house may be filled.

2. Tofill God's house is to fill His church. |
Timothy 3:15 ...that thou mayest know how
thou oughtest to be have thy self in the house
of God, whichisthechurch of theliving God,
the pil lar and ground of the truth.

V1.The soul winner’s [abor is not in vain. |saish
6:11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he an -
swered, Until the cities be wasted without in-
hab it ant, and the houseswith out man, and the
land be utterlydesolate. | Cor. 15:58 ...be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, al waysaboundinginthe
work of the Lord, forasmuchas ye know that
your labour isnot invain intheLord. Il Tim.
2:10 Therefore | endure all things for the
elect’ssakes, that they may also ob tain the sal-
vation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal

glory.
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