
I [Je sus] am he that liveth, and was
dead; and, be hold, I am alive for

ev er more. Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death. Rev e la tion 1:18

When we come to one of the Lord’s churches on the
first day of the week (the Lord’s day), the day of the
res ur rec tion, we show oth ers that Je sus is alive to -
day!! Wit ness daily of Je sus Christ, the Sav iour. Tell
oth ers with your ac tions that the res ur rec tion is true,
Je sus is alive to day!!

I. Im por tance of the res ur rec tion of Je sus.
A.The res ur rec tion is part of the sav ing Gos pel. 

I Co rin thi ans 15:1 More over, breth ren, I de clare unto you
the gos pel which I preached unto you, which also ye have re -
ceived, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in mem ory what I preached unto you, un less ye have
be lieved in vain. 3 For I de liv ered unto you first of all that
which I also re ceived, how that Christ died for our sins ac -
cord ing to the scrip tures; 4 And that he was bur ied, and that
he rose again the third day ac cord ing to the scrip tures.

B. The res ur rec tion is ev i dence of the De ity of Christ.
Rom. 1:4 ..de clared to be the Son of God with power, ac cord -
ing to the spirit of ho li ness, by the res ur rec tion from the dead.

C. The Old Tes ta ment fore told the res ur rec tion of
Christ. Luke 24:25 Then he [Je sus]  said unto them

[Emmaus dis ci ples], O fools, and slow of heart to be lieve
all that the proph ets have spo ken: 26 Ought not Christ to
have suf fered these things, and to en ter into his glory? 27
And be gin ning at Mo ses and all the proph ets, he ex -
pounded unto them in all the scrip tures the things con -
cern ing him self. Psalm 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell [He brew: sheol, the abode of the dead]; nei ther 
wilt thou suf fer thine Holy One to see cor rup tion. Luke
23:46 And when Je sus had cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Fa ther, into thy hands I com mend my spirit, and hav ing
said thus, he gave up the ghost. Acts 2:27 ...thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell [Greek: hades, the abode of the dead], 
nei ther wilt thou suf fer thine Holy One to see cor rup tion.

D.Je sus fore told His res ur rec tion.   Luke 9:22 Say ing,
The Son of man must suf fer many things, and be re jected of
the el ders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be
raised the third day. Matt. 12:40 For as Jonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

E. Bi ble preach ers con tin u ously pro claim the res ur -
rec tion as shown in their ser mons. Through out the 
Acts of the Apos tles Je sus is pre sented as the risen, 
glo ri fied Christ at the Fa ther’s right hand.
1.Pe ter’s ser mon on the day of Pen te cost. Acts 2:32

This Je sus hath God raised up, whereof we all are wit nesses.

33 There fore be ing by the right hand of God ex alted.
2.Pe ter’s ser mon on Sol o mon’s Porch.   Acts 3:26

...God, hav ing raised up his Son Je sus, sent him to bless
you, in turn ing away ev ery one of you from his in iq ui ties.

3.Pe ter’s ser mon be fore the San hed rin. 
Acts 4:10 ...by the name of Je sus Christ of Naz a reth, whom 
ye cru ci fied, whom God raised from the dead, even by him
doth this man stand here be fore you whole.

4.The preach ing of the Apos tles. Acts 4:33 And
with great power gave the apos tles wit ness of the res ur rec -
tion of the Lord Je sus: and great grace was upon them all.

5.The Apos tles’ wit ness be fore their ac cus ers. 
Acts 5:30. The God of our fa thers raised up Je sus, whom
ye slew and hanged on a tree.

6.Ste phen’s ob ser vance be fore his mar tyr dom. 
Acts 7:55 But he [Ste phen] , be ing full of the Holy Ghost,
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Je sus stand ing on the right hand of God.

7.Pe ter’s ser mon at Cornelius’ house.   Acts 10:40 
Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly.

8.Paul’s ser mon at Antioch in Pisidia.  Acts 13:30 
But God raised him from the dead: 31 And he was seen
many days... 32 God hath ful filled the same unto us their
chil dren, in that he hath raised up Je sus again... 34 And as
con cern ing that he raised him up from the dead... 37 But
he, whom God raised again, saw no cor rup tion.

9.Paul’s ser mon at Ath ens. Acts 17:18 Then cer tain
phi los o phers of the Ep i cu reans, and of the Stoicks, en -
coun tered him. And some said, What will this bab bler say? 
other some, He seemeth to be a set ter forth of strange
gods: be cause he preached unto them Je sus, and the res ur -
rec tion... 31 Be cause he hath ap pointed a day, in the which 
he will judge the world in righ teous ness by that man whom
he hath or dained; whereof he hath given as sur ance unto
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

10. Paul’s sec ond ser mon be fore the Phar i sees
and Sad du cees. Acts 23:6 ...of the hope and res ur rec -
tion of the dead I am called in ques tion.

11.  Paul’s ser mon be fore Gov er nor Fe lix.     
Acts 24:15 And have hope to ward God, which they them -
selves also al low, that there shall be a res ur rec tion of the
dead, both of the just and un just... 21 ...Tou ching the res ur -
rec tion of the dead I am called in ques tion by you this day.

12.  Paul’s ser mon be fore King Agrippa and Gov -
er nor Festus. Acts 26:8 Why should it be thought a
thing in cred i ble with you, that God should raise the
dead?... 23 That Christ should suf fer, and that he should
be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew
light unto the peo ple, and to the Gentiles.

F. The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of other Bi ble doc -
trines (teach ings) in clud ing:
1.The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of sal va tion. 

Rom. 10:9 That if thou shalt con fess with thy mouth the
Lord Je sus, and shalt be lieve in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
a. Be lief in the heart re flects the in ner life.

There must be heart be lief in the res ur rec tion 
of the Lord Je sus which pro claims that Je sus

is all He claims to be. Matt. 12:34 ...for out of the
abun dance of the heart the mouth speaketh. Romans 1:4
And de clared to be the Son of God with power, ac cord ing
to the spirit of ho li ness, by the res ur rec tion from the dead.

b. Con fes sion with the mouth dis plays Je sus as
the Lord of the life and is not mere lip ser -
vice. Only re gen er a tion en ables a sin ner
truly to call Je sus the Lord. Matt. 7:21 Not ev -
ery one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall en ter into
the king dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Fa ther which is in heaven. I Co rin thi ans 12:3 ...no man
can say that Je sus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

c. Only the risen LORD can save sin ners. When
Je sus is re ceived as Lord, He is re ceived as a
cru ci fied Lord Who atones for sin ners, and
Who is alive and ex alted in heaven. 
Rev e la tion 5:6 And I be held, and, lo, in the midst of the
throne... stood a Lamb as it had been slain... 12 Say ing
with a loud voice, Wor thy is the Lamb that was slain to
re ceive power, and riches, and wis dom, and strength,
and hon our, and glory, and bless ing.

2.The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of jus ti fi ca tion.
Romans 4:24 But for us also, to whom it shall be im puted,
if we be lieve on him that raised up Je sus our Lord from the
dead; 25 Who was de liv ered for our of fenses, and was
raised again for our jus ti fi ca tion.

3.The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of sanc ti fi ca tion. 
Rom. 6:4 ...we are bur ied with him by bap tism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Fa ther, even so we also should walk in new ness of life.

4.The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of Christ’s in ter ces sion.
Heb. 7:24 But this man [Je sus] be cause he continueth ever,
hath an un change able priest hood. 25 Where fore he is able
also to save them to the ut ter most that come unto God by
him, see ing he ever liveth to make in ter ces sion for them.

5.The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of eter nal se cu rity. 
John 6:39 And this is the Fa ther’s will which hath sent me
[Je sus], that of all which he hath given me I should lose
noth ing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 40 And 
this is the will of him that sent me, that ev ery one which
seeth the Son, and be liev eth on him, may have ev er last ing
life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

6.The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of God’s judg ment.
John 5:21 For as the Fa ther raiseth up the dead, and
quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he
will. 22 For the Fa ther judgeth no man, but hath com mit -
ted all judg ment unto the Son. Acts 17:31 ...he hath ap -
pointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in
righ teous ness by that man whom he hath or dained;
whereof he hath given as sur ance unto all men, in that he
hath raised him from the dead.

7.The res ur rec tion of Je sus is a ba sis of the res ur -
rec tion of the saints.  I Co rin thi ans 15:20 But now is
Christ raised from the dead, and be come the firstfruits of
them that slept. 21 For since by man came death, by man
came also the res ur rec tion of the dead.

8.The res ur rec tion is a ba sis of bap tism.  
Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were bap -

tized into Je sus Christ were bap tized into his death? 4
There fore we are bur ied with him by bap tism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory
of the Fa ther, even so we also should walk in new ness of life. 
5 For if we have been planted to gether in the like ness of his
death, we shall be also in the like ness of his res ur rec tion.

II. In fal li ble proofs of the res ur rec tion.
A. The tes ti mony of the Apos tles pro claims the 

re al ity of the res ur rec tion. Acts 1:2 ...unto the apos -
tles whom he had cho sen: 3 To whom also he shewed him self
alive af ter his pas sion by many in fal li ble proofs, be ing seen
of them forty days, and speak ing of the things per tain ing to
the king dom of God.

B. The truth ful char ac ter and per son of Christ pro -
claim the re al ity of the res ur rec tion.    John 11:25
Je sus said unto her, I am the res ur rec tion, and the life: he
that be liev eth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live...
14:6 Je sus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me.

C. The ve rac ity (truth ful ness) of the Bi ble pro claims
the re al ity of the res ur rec tion. II Timothy 3:16 All
scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion of God, and is prof it able for
doc trine, for re proof, for cor rec tion, for in struc tion in righ -
teous ness: 17 That the man of God may be per fect, throughly
fur nished unto all good works. I Pe ter 1:3 Blessed be the God 
and Fa ther of our Lord Je sus Christ, which ac cord ing to his
abun dant mercy hath be got ten us again unto a lively hope by
the res ur rec tion of Je sus Christ from the dead.

D. The tes ti mony of New Tes ta ment Chris tians pro -
claims the re al ity of the res ur rec tion. 
I Co rin thi ans 15:5 And that he was seen of Chephas, then of
the twelve: 6 Af ter than, he was seen of above five hun dred
breth ren at once: of whom the greater part re main unto this
pres ent, but some are fallen asleep. 7 Af ter that, he was seen
of James; then of all the apos tles. 8 And last of all he was seen 
of me also, as of one born out of due time.

E. The tes ti mony of the Lord’s churches pro claims
the re al ity of the res ur rec tion. Mat thew 19:19 Go ye
there fore, and teach all na tions, bap tiz ing them in the name of the 
Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them
to ob serve all things what so ever I have com manded you: and, lo,
I am with you al way, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

F. The Lord’s churches as sem ble on the first day of
the week as a day hal lowed (set aside) by Je sus,
and as a wit ness to the res ur rec tion of Je sus
Christ which oc curred on the first day of the
week (the Lord’s day).
1.Je sus and His dis ci ples hal lowed the first day

of the week, the day of the res ur rec tion, by as -
sem bling with His first church for fel low ship
and wor ship. John 20:19 Then the same day at eve -
ning, be ing the first day of the week, when the doors were
shut where the dis ci ples were as sem bled for fear of the
Jews, came Je sus and stood in the midst, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you.

2.On the day of Pen te cost, 50 days af ter the Pass -
over, on the first day of the week, the day of the 
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res ur rec tion, the church in Je ru sa lem as sem -
bled and God dem on strated His ap proval with
many mir a cles. Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pen te -
cost was fully come, they were all with one ac cord in one
place... 41 Then they that gladly re ceived his word were
bap tized: and the same day there were added unto them
about three thou sand souls... 47 Praising God, and hav ing 
fa vour with all the peo ple. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved.

3.On the first day of the week, the day of the res -
ur rec tion, the church at Troas as sem bled and
Paul preached to them.  Acts 20:7 And upon the first 
day of the week, when the dis ci ples came to gether to break
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to de part on the
mor row; and con tin ued his speech un til mid night.

4.The church at Cor inth as sem bled and col lected 
of fer ings on the first day of the week, the day
of the res ur rec tion. I Cor. 16:1 Now con cern ing the
col lec tion for the saints, as I have given or der to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first day of
the week let ev ery one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
pros pered him, that there be no gath er ings when I come.

5.Chris tians do not ob serve the Old Tes ta ment
Sab bath (the sev enth day of the week) since
Christ com pleted His re demp tive work as
shown by the res ur rec tion on the first day of
the week (the Lord’s day).  Coloss ians  2:14
Blotting out the hand writ ing of or di nances that was
against us, which was con trary to us, and took it out of the
way, nail ing it to his cross; 15 And hav ing spoiled prin ci -
pal i ties and pow ers, he made a shew of them openly, tri -
umph ing over them in it. 16 Let no man there fore judge
you in meat, or in drink, or in re spect of an holyday, or of
the new moon, or of the Sab bath days: 17 Which are a
shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. Rev e -
la tion 1:10  I [John] was in the spirit on the Lord’s day...

III.   False The ories of the Res ur rec tion.
A.The ab sence of the phys i cal body of Christ has

been ex plained by un be liev ers us ing many un usual 
the o ries. The Un known Tomb The ory sup poses
that the ex e cu tion ers may have cast the body of Je -
sus into an un known burial pit. The Wrong Tomb
The ory  sup poses that the dis ci ples mis took an other 
tomb, which was empty, to be Christ’s tomb. The
Leg end The ory  sup poses that ac counts of Christ’s
res ur rec tion orig i nated many years later. The Spir -
i tual Res ur rec tion The ory sup poses that Christ’s
res ur rec tion was only spir i tual and His body de -
cayed in the grave. The com mon er rors of these
the o ries are re futed  by the fol low ing: 
1.The Jews and Romans only had to pro duce the

body to stop the res ur rec tion preach ing of the
dis ci ples. But the empty tomb had been pos i -
tively ver i fied. Mark 16:6 And he saith unto them, Be
not affrighted: Ye seek Je sus of Naz a reth, which was cru -

ci fied: he is risen; he is not here: be hold the place where
they laid him.

2.The tomb was in a well known pri vate burial
area and its lo ca tion was never un sure. 
Mat thew 27:57 When the even was come, there came a
rich man of Arimathaea, named Jo seph, who also him self
was Je sus’ dis ci ple: 58 He went to Pi late, and begged the
body of Je sus. Then Pi late com manded the body to be de -
liv ered. 59 And when Jo seph had taken the body, he
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 And laid it in his own
new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he
rolled a great stone to the door of the sep ul chre, and de -
parted. 61 And there was Mary Mag da lene, and the other
Mary, sit ting over against the sep ul chre.

3.  Eye wit nesses were plen ti fully avail able in the
first cen tury and they ver i fied the truth ful ness
of the res ur rec tion. The wit ness of the dis ci -
ples could have been si lenced if the eye wit -
nesses were un true. 1 Co rin thi ans 15:5 And that he
[res ur rected Christ] was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:
6 Af ter that, he was seen of above five hun dred breth ren at
once; of whom the greater part re main unto this pres ent, but 
some are fallen asleep. 7 Af ter that, he was seen of James;
then of all the apos tles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me
[Paul] also, as of one born out of due time.

4.Je sus’ phys i cal body was res ur rected as shown 
by His many ap pear ances. Luke 24:39 Be hold my
[Je sus’]  hands and my feet, that it is I my self: han dle me,
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me
have. 40 And when he had thus spo ken, he shewed them his
hands and his feet. 41 And while they yet be lieved not for
joy, and won dered, he said unto them, Have ye here any
meat? 42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of
an hon ey comb. 43 And he took it, and did eat be fore them.

B. The Stolen Body The ory sup poses that the dis ci -
ples faked the res ur rec tion by steal ing the body of
Je sus. The Swoon The ory  sup poses that Je sus
grew so weak from His tri als and scourgings that
he passed out, ap peared to die, re vived in the cool
air of the tomb, and re ap peared. The Pass over
Plot The ory sup poses that Je sus and His dis ci ples
planned the res ur rec tion and Je sus took a drug to
give the ap pear ance of death, then was re vived
later by the dis ci ples. The com mon er rors of these
the o ries are re futed  by the fol low ing:
1.Ro man army se cu rity forces had the last pos -

ses sion of Christ’s body be fore the res ur rec -
tion and they could not pro duce the body.
These guards would lose their lives if they had
no rea son why the body could not be pro duced.
Mat thew 27:62 Now the next day, that fol lowed the day of
the prep a ra tion, the chief priests and Phar i sees came to -
gether unto Pi late, 63 Say ing, Sir, we re mem ber that that
de ceiver said, while he was yet alive, Af ter three days I will
rise again. 64 Com mand there fore that the sep ul chre be
made sure un til the third day, lest his dis ci ples come by

night, and steal him away, and say unto the peo ple, He is
risen from the dead: so the last er ror shall be worse than the 
first. 65 Pi late said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your
way, make it as sure as ye can. 66 So they went, and made
the sep ul chre sure, seal ing the stone, and set ting a watch.

2.Je sus went through six tri als re corded in the
Gos pels, was beaten al most be yond rec og ni -
tion (John 19:1-3, Isa iah 52:14), car ried His
own cross un til help had to be pro vided (John
19:16-17, Mat thew 27:32), had nails driven
through His hands (John 20:25), was cru ci fied
(John 19:18-24), had a Ro man sword thrust
into his side and had blood and wa ter pour
from His side wound as a sign of death (John
19:34),  was pro claimed dead by ex pe ri enced
Ro man ex e cu tion ers (John 19:32-34), was
cov ered in 100 pound weight of spices (John
19:39-40), was placed in a tomb hewn out of
rock (Matt. 27:60), a large stone was sealed
over the tomb en trance and Ro man troops
guarded the tomb against dis tur bance (Mat -
thew 27:62-66). None of the un be liev ers’ the -
o ries over come the over whelm ing weight of
such ev i dences to the ac cu racy of the res ur rec -
tion of Je sus Christ. II Pe ter 1:16 For we have not
fol lowed cun ningly de vised fa bles, when we made known
unto you the power and com ing of our Lord Je sus Christ,
but were eye wit nesses of his maj esty.

IV.   Christ arose, and He will judge you and con -
demn you or He will jus tify you and save you.

A. Will Christ Judge You and Con demn You??? 
Acts 17:30 ...but now [God] commandeth all men ev ery
where to re pent: 31 Be cause he hath ap pointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righ teous ness by that man
whom he hath or dained; whereof he hath given as sur ance
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

B. Will Christ Jus tify You and Save You??? 
Romans 4:24 But for us also, to whom it [the righ teous ness of 
Christ] shall be im puted, if we be lieve on him that raised up
Je sus our Lord from the dead; 25 Who was de liv ered for our
of fenses, and was raised again for our jus ti fi ca tion.

V.  Will you tell oth ers that Je sus is alive to day?? 
Your pres ence in one of the Lord’s churches on the
first day of the week (the Lord’s day) wit nesses to
the res ur rec tion of Je sus Christ and shows oth ers
that Je sus is alive to day!!  

He brews 10:25 Not for sak ing the as sem bling of our selves
to gether, as the man ner of some is; but ex hort ing one an other:
and so much the more, as ye see the day ap proach ing.
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dead; and, be hold, I am alive for
ev er more. Amen; and have the keys of

hell and of death. Rev e la tion 1:18
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