
Pub lic Prayer
Luke 11:1 … Lord, teach us to pray, as

John also taught his dis ci ples.
Philippians 4:6 ...in ev ery thing by prayer

and sup pli ca tion with thanksgiving let your
re quests be made known unto God.  

The dis ci ples of Je sus asked Him to teach them to
pray. Je sus prayed so in tensely that his dis ci ples knew
they needed His in struc tion to pray. God in structs men
to pray ev ery where. Prayer is one part of the Christians’
spiritual armor against evil.

Ephe sians 6:13 Where fore take unto you the whole ar mour of God,
that ye may be able to with stand in the evil day... 18 Praying al ways
with all prayer and sup pli ca tion in the Spirit, and watch ing
thereunto with all per se ver ance and sup pli ca tion for all saints. 

God pro vides in struc tions for pub lic pray ing. Men
are to pray with un cov ered heads. Women are to pray
with their heads cov ered by hair lon ger than that of men.
Women are not to pray pub licly be fore men since this
would vi o late God’s or der for the fam ily and church by
usurping au thor ity over men.

1 Co rin thi ans 11:4-5 Ev ery man pray ing or proph e sy ing, hav ing
his head cov ered, dishonoureth his head. 5 But ev ery woman that
prayeth or prophesieth with her head un cov ered dishonoureth her
head…. 14 Doth not even na ture it self teach you, that, if a man have
long hair, it is a shame unto him? 15 But if a woman have long hair,
it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a cov er ing. 1 Tim o thy 
2:8 I will there fore that men pray ev ery where, lift ing up holy hands, 
with out wrath and doubt ing…. 12 But I suf fer not a woman to teach, 
nor to usurp au thor ity over the man, but to be in si lence.

Pub lic prayer in cludes fam ily prayer, church prayer,
and var i ous forms of gen eral so cial prayer

Pub lic Fam ily Prayer
Pub lic fam ily prayer for daily mer cies should be led

by the head of the fam ily as a part of fam ily wor ship:
Joshua 24:15 ...choose you this day whom ye will serve... but as for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Eph. 5:23 For the hus band
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he 
is the sav iour of the body. 24 There fore as the church is sub ject unto
Christ, so let the wives be to their own hus bands in ev ery thing.

The wrath and fury of God may be ex pected to fall
upon the fam i lies that do not call on his name.

Jer e miah 10:25 Pour out thy fury upon the hea then that know
thee not, and upon the fam i lies that call not on thy name...

Pub lic Church Prayer
Church prayer is a form of pub lic prayer when two or

more church mem bers join to gether. Our Lord Je sus en -

cour ages church prayer and in structed His first church:
Mat thew 18:19 Again I [Je sus] say unto you, That if two of you
shall agree on earth as touch ing any thing that they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of my Fa ther which is in heaven. 20 For
where two or three are gath ered to gether in my name, there am I
in the midst of them.

When the dis ci ples re turned to the Je ru sa lem church af -
ter our Lord’s as cen sion, the mem ber ship con tin ued in
prayer. As  mem bers were added, they all con tin ued stead -
fastly in pub lic prayers of the church when they as sem bled.

Acts 1:14 These all con tin ued with one ac cord in prayer and sup pli -
ca tion, with the women, and Mary the mother of Je sus, and with his
breth ren…. 2:42 And they con tin ued stedfastly in the apos tles’ doc -
trine and fel low ship, and in break ing of bread, and in prayers…. 4:31 
And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were as -
sem bled to gether; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
they spake the word of God with bold ness…. 6:4 But we will give our -
selves con tin u ally to prayer, and to the min is try of the word. 

When Pe ter was im pris oned for the faith, the Je ru sa -
lem church prayed for him with out ceas ing.

Acts 12:5 Pe ter there fore was kept in prison: but prayer was
made with out ceas ing of the church unto God for him. 

Paul prayed pub licly with the el ders of the Ephesian
church as he pre pared to de part for Je ru sa lem.

Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he [Paul] sent to Ephesus, and
called the el ders of the church…. 36 And when he had thus spo -
ken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all. 

God en cour ages pub lic prayer among those sanc ti -
fied. New Tes ta ment sanc ti fi ca tion clearly in volves
bap tism and church mem ber ship.

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly re ceived his word were bap tized: 
and the same day there were added unto them [Je ru sa lem
church] about three thou sand souls. Jude 1:1 ...to them that are
sanc ti fied by God the Fa ther, and pre served in Je sus Christ, and
called… 20 But ye, be loved, build ing up your selves on your most
holy faith, pray ing in the Holy Ghost.

God gives di rec tions and ex hor ta tions to pray as in di -
vid u als and as church bod ies.

Ephe sians 6:18 Praying al ways with all prayer and sup pli ca tion
in the Spirit... Philippians 4:6 ...in ev ery thing by prayer and sup -
pli ca tion with thanksgiving let your re quests be made known unto
God.  Colossians 4:2 Con tinue in prayer, and watch in the same
with thanksgiving. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray with out ceas ing. 

Chris tians should pray for all au thor ity.
1 Tim. 2:1 I ex hort there fore, that, first of all, sup pli ca tions,
prayers, in ter ces sions, and giv ing of thanks, be made for all
men; 2 For kings, and for all that are in au thor ity; that we may
lead a quiet and peace able life in all god li ness and hon esty…. 

Pub lic So cial Prayer
Pub lic so cial prayer is of fered in groups and com mu -

ni ties of peo ple who meet in pub lic es pe cially as a part of 
gen eral pub lic wor ship. In the days of Enos as fam i lies
be came more nu mer ous and larger, men prayed in the

name of the Lord ap par ently in pub lic wor ship.
Gen..4:26 ...and he called his name Enos: then be gan men to call 
upon the name of the Lord.

Sol o mon prayed in pub lic with all Is rael pres ent at the 
ded i ca tion of the Tem ple.

2 Chron i cles 6:12 And he [Sol o mon] stood be fore the al tar of the
LORD in the pres ence of all the con gre ga tion of Is rael, and spread
forth his hands… 19 Have re spect there fore to the prayer of thy ser -
vant, and to his sup pli ca tion, O LORD my God, to hear ken unto the
cry and the prayer which thy ser vant prayeth be fore thee...

Jehoshaphat stood and prayed in pub lic with the con gre -
ga tion of Ju dah be fore the Tem ple, the house of prayer.

2 Chron i cles 20:5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the con gre ga tion of
Ju dah and Je ru sa lem, in the house of the LORD, be fore the new
court, 6 And said, O LORD God of our fa thers... Isa iah 56:7
...mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all peo ple.

The peo ple of Is rael pub licly prayed while the
Levitical priest burned in cense in the Tem ple. God calls
prayers of the saints sweet odors of in cense. 

Luke 1:9 Ac cord ing to the cus tom of the priest’s of fice, his lot
was to burn in cense when he [Zech a riah] went into the tem ple of
the Lord. 10 And the whole mul ti tude of the peo ple were pray ing
with out at the time of in cense. Psalm 141:2 Let my prayer be set
forth be fore thee as in cense... Rev. 8:4 And the smoke of the in -
cense, which came with the prayers of the saints, as cended up
be fore God out of the an gel’s hand. 

Pub lic prayer was a part of syn a gogue wor ship.
Mat thew 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hyp -
o crites are: for they love to pray stand ing in the syn a gogues and
in the cor ners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Ver ily I 
say unto you, They have their re ward. 

Prayer Pres ented to God
Chris tians must pray only to the LORD, the God of life

and comfort, and the Fa ther of mer cies.
Psalm 42:8  ...in the night his song shall be with me, and my
prayer unto the God of my life. 2 Co rin thi ans 1:3 Blessed be
God, even the Fa ther of our Lord Je sus Christ, the Fa ther of mer -
cies, and the God of all com fort. 

Prayer is pre sented to God in His three Per sons. The
one true God is Fa ther, Son, and Holy Spirit Who are
three dis tinct Per sons yet one Be ing. The Chris tian may
ad dress ei ther Per son of this God head in prayer, though
not One to the ex clu sion of the Oth ers. 

Some times the Chris tian prays unto the Fa ther as dis -
tinct from the Son and Holy Spirit.

Ephe sians 1:16 ...mak ing men tion of you in my prayers; 17 That the
God of our Lord Je sus Christ, the Fa ther of glory, may give unto
you the spirit of wis dom and rev e la tion in the knowl edge of him…
3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Fa ther of our Lord Je -
sus Christ, 15 Of whom the whole fam ily in heaven and earth is
named, 16 That he would grant you, ac cord ing to the riches of his
glory, to be strength ened with might by his Spirit in the in ner man.

Je sus, the sec ond Per son of the God head, the Son of

God, is in voked in prayer by all the saints in ev ery place.
1 Co rin thi ans 1:2  Unto the church of God which is at Cor inth, to
them that are sanc ti fied in Christ Je sus, called to be saints, with
all that in ev ery place call upon the name of Je sus Christ our
Lord, both theirs and ours. Acts 7:59 And they stoned Ste phen,
call ing upon God, and say ing, Lord Je sus, re ceive my spirit.

Some times in prayer Je sus is men tioned be fore the
Fa ther; and some times the Fa ther be fore Him, to show
their equal ity.

1 Thes. 3:11 Now God him self and our Fa ther, and our Lord Je sus 
Christ, di rect our way unto you. 2 Thes. 2:16 Now our Lord Je sus
Christ him self, and God, even our Fa ther, which hath loved us...

The Holy Spirit, third Per son of the God head re ceives 
prayer as dis tinct from the Fa ther and Son.

Ti tus 3:5  Not by works of righ teous ness which we have done, but
ac cord ing to his mercy he saved us, by the wash ing of re gen er a -
tion, and re new ing of the Holy Ghost.

The bless ings of grace are prayed for from all three
Per sons of the God head to gether.

2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Je sus Christ, and the love of
God, and the com mu nion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 

Je sus taught His dis ci ples, as did Isa iah, to ad dress in
prayer the first per son in the God head as Fa ther be cause
He is the Fa ther of Christ, and our Fa ther in Christ.

Mat thew 6:9 Af ter this man ner there fore pray ye: Our Fa ther
which art in heaven, Hal lowed be thy name. Isa iah 64:8 But now, 
O Lord, thou art our fa ther; we are the clay, and thou our pot ter;
and we all are the work of thy hand. 

Our heav enly Fa ther is usu ally ad dressed in prayer be -
cause: (1) in De ity, the Fa ther has pri or ity of or der though
not of na ture; and (2) the other two Per sons of the God -
head are in volved in di rect ing prayer. Christ is the only
Me di a tor be tween God and men. Only through Christ
may we ap proach God and of fer up our prayers to Him.

John 14:6 Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me. 1 John 2:1 ...And
if any man sin, we have an ad vo cate with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ 
the righ teous. He brews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great
high priest, that is passed into the heav ens, Je sus the Son of God,
let us hold fast our pro fes sion…. 16 Let us there fore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may ob tain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need…

The Holy Spirit of God helps us in our in fir mi ties when 
we know not for what or how to pray. The Holy Spirit wit -
nesses to our spir its that we are chil dren of God and
makes in ter ces sion for us ac cord ing to the will of God. 

Romans 8:16 The Spirit it self beareth wit ness with our spirit,
that we are the chil dren of God… 26 Like wise the Spirit also
helpeth our in fir mi ties: for we know not what we should pray for
as we ought: but the Spirit it self maketh in ter ces sion for us with
groanings which can not be ut tered. 27 And he that searcheth the
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, be cause he maketh
in ter ces sion for the saints ac cord ing to the will of God.



Prayer Con tent
Prayer should be gin by ad dress ing God with one of His 

names and ti tles that de scribes His na ture and re la tion to
us as crea tures and new crea tures in Christ. Prayer should
pro claim the ho li ness and great ness of God. Prayer
should com mand our awe and rev er ence for God by men -
tion ing one or more of His perfections such as His pu rity,
ho li ness, righ teous ness, om ni science, om nip o tence, and
om ni pres ence, im mu ta bil ity, faith ful ness, love, grace,
and mercy. Prayer should di rect our af fec tions to God,
strengthen our faith and con fi dence in Him, and raise our
ex pec ta tions of be ing heard and an swered by Him. 

Prayer should ad mit our sin ful ness with con fes sion of 
our sin ful na ture, of our in dwell ing sin; of the sins of our
lives and ac tions and of our daily trans gres sions of the
law of God in thought, word, and deed.

Psalm 32:5 I ac knowl edged my sin unto thee, and mine in iq uity
have I not hid. I said, I will con fess my trans gres sions unto the
Lord; and thou forgavest the in iq uity of my sin. Psalm 51:3 For I
ac knowl edge my trans gres sions: and my sin is ever be fore me.... 5
Be hold, I was shapen in in iq uity; and in sin did my mother con -
ceive me. 1 John 1:9 If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and just to
for give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un righ teous ness.

Prayer should re quest de liv er ance from pres ent dis -
tress and all evil. 

Mat thew 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil...

Prayer should in clude pe ti tion for good things needed
in clud ing the ma te rial sus te nance of our bod ies, the com -
fort, sup port, and pres er va tion of life. Je sus taught us to
say: Give us this day our daily bread  (Mat thew 6:11).

Prov erbs 30:7-9 Two things have I  re quired of thee; deny me
them not be fore I die: 8 Re move far from me van ity and lies: give
me nei ther pov erty nor riches; feed me with food con ve nient for
me: 9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or
lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.

Prayer should al ways in clude thanksgiving to God
for His mer cies. 

Philippians 4:6 Be care ful for noth ing; but in ev ery thing by
prayer and sup pli ca tion with thanksgiving let your re quests be
made known unto God. 1 Timothy 2:1 I ex hort there fore, that,
first of all, sup pli ca tions, prayers, in ter ces sions, and giv ing of
thanks, be made for all men; 

Prayer should close with a dox ol ogy (Greek doxa,
mean ing glory and lo gos, mean ing word, dis course ) of
words pro claim ing glory to God. The dox ol ogy in cludes
praise to God, ex pres sion of our grat i tude to Him and our
de pend ence on Him, and our ex pec ta tion of re ceiv ing
from him. Prayer usu ally con cludes with the word Amen
(He brew amen mean ing truly as a term of af fir ma tion) to
ex press our agree ment with the re quests and our be lief

that we will re ceive ac cord ing to the will of God.
Mat thew 6:13 ...For thine is the king dom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen. Ephe sians 3:21 Unto him be glory in the
church by Christ Je sus through out all ages, world with out end.
Amen. 1 Tim. 1:17 Now unto the King eter nal, im mor tal, in vis i ble,
the only wise God, be hon our and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Je sus prom ises that what so ever we ask in His name the 
Fa ther will do it for us. Christ him self says that He will do
it show ing His equal ity with His Fa ther. We con clude our
prayers in Je sus name be cause we want Je sus to pres ent
the prayer as He would want it worded and to make any
nec es sary cor rec tions. For ex am ple, when my sec re tary
types a let ter in my name, I re serve the right to al ter or cor -
rect any word ing in the let ter. Like wise, our prayers
should con clude in Je sus name be fore the Amen rec og niz -
ing His right to al ter or cor rect any word ing in our prayer.

John 14:13 And what so ever ye shall ask in my name, that will I
[Je sus] do, that the Fa ther may be glo ri fied in the Son. 14 If ye
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it…. 16:23 And in that
day ye shall ask me noth ing. Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto you, What -
so ever ye shall ask the Fa ther in my name, he will give it you. 24
Hith erto have ye asked noth ing in my name: ask, and ye shall re -
ceive, that your joy may be full. 

Per sons For Whom to Pray
Prayer is not to be made for: (1) the devil and his an gels

be cause God has not spared them nor pro vided a Sav ior for
them, (2) peo ple who are dead be cause af ter death is the
judg ment when the fi nal state of men is fixed with no pass -
ing out of one state into an other, (3) the re cov ery of peo ple
who have com mit ted sin that will re sult in phys i cal death.

Mat thew 25:41 ...De part from me, ye cursed, into ev er last ing fire,
pre pared for the devil and his an gels: He brews 9:27 And as it is ap -
pointed unto men once to die, but af ter this the judg ment. 1 John
5:16 If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he
shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.

Prayer is to be made for peo ple who are now alive.
Pray for peo ple who are un con verted and dead in tres -
passes and sins. Pray for friends and rel a tives. 

John 17:20 Nei ther pray I [Je sus]  for these alone, but for them also
which shall be lieve on me through their word. Romans 10:1
Brethren, my heart’s de sire and prayer to God for Is rael is, that they 
might be saved. Eph. 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love where with he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quick ened us to gether with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

Pray for all be liev ers, saints of ev ery coun try in all
cir cum stances. Pray to God as the Fa ther of all who love
the Lord Je sus. Pray for the min is ters of the gos pel that
they may faith fully speak the Word of God boldly for
con ver sion, com fort, and ed i fi ca tion. Pray that the Lord
would raise up and send forth other la bor ers into His
vine yard. Pray for civil au thor ity they may be ter rors to

evil do ers and a praise to them that do well. Pray for the
peace and wel fare of all saints of God. Pray for our en e -
mies who de spite fully use and per se cute us. 

Mat thew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your en e mies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which de spite fully use you, and per se cute you; Luke 10:2 There -
fore said he unto them, The har vest truly is great, but the la bour ers 
are few: pray ye there fore the Lord of the har vest, that he would
send forth la bour ers into his har vest. Ephe sians 6:18 Praying al -
ways with all prayer and sup pli ca tion in the Spirit, and watch ing
thereunto with all per se ver ance and sup pli ca tion for all saints;
James 5:13 Is any among you af flicted? let him pray. Is any
merry? let him sing psalms…. 16 Con fess your faults one to an -
other, and pray one for an other, that ye may be healed. The ef fec -
tual fer vent prayer of a righ teous man availeth much. Psalm 122:6  
Pray for the peace of Je ru sa lem: they shall pros per that love thee.

Man ner of Prayer
Pub lic prayer must be with or in the Spirit in a lan -

guage un der stand able to the hear ers. 
1 Co rin thi ans 14:15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit,
and I will pray with the un der stand ing also… Jude 1:20 But ye,
be loved, build ing up your selves on your most holy faith, pray ing
in the Holy Ghost. Ephe sians 6:18 Praying al ways with all
prayer and sup pli ca tion in the Spirit, and watch ing thereunto
with all per se ver ance and sup pli ca tion for all saints.

Prayer must be done fer vently in faith, with out which
it is im pos si ble to please God in this or in any other duty. 

Mat thew 21:22 And all things, what so ever ye shall ask in prayer,
be liev ing, ye shall re ceive.  He brews 11:6 But with out faith it is
im pos si ble to please him: for he that com eth to God must be lieve
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dil i gently seek
him. James 1:5 If any of you lack wis dom, let him ask of God, that
giv eth to all men lib er ally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, noth ing wa ver ing…. 15  And
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
up; and if he have com mit ted sins, they shall be for given him. 16
…The ef fec tual fer vent prayer of a righ teous man availeth much.

Prayer should al ways be sub mis sive to the will of God.
Luke 22:42 Say ing, Fa ther, if thou be will ing, re move this cup from
me: nev er the less not my will, but thine, be done. James 4:15  For that
ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.

Chris tians should be watch ful for op por tu ni ties to
pray and for an swers to prayer. The Chris tian should al -
ways be prayer ful and be ready to pray pub licly.

Ephes. 6:18 Praying al ways with all prayer and sup pli ca tion in
the Spirit, and watch ing thereunto with all per se ver ance and sup -
pli ca tion for all saints; Col. 4:2 Con tinue in prayer, and watch in
the same with thanksgiving. Psalm 85:8 I will hear what God the
Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his peo ple, and to his
saints: but let them not turn again to folly. Psalm 102:17 He will
re gard the prayer of the des ti tute, and not de spise their prayer.
Prov erbs 15:8 The sac ri fice of the wicked is an abom i na tion to the
Lord: but the prayer of the up right is his de light. Mat thew 7:7 Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: Luke 18:1 …men ought al ways to pray, and
not to faint. 1 Thes. 5:17 Pray with out ceas ing. 030703
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