
Chris tian Phi los o phy
of Ed u ca tion

A Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion is de rived from
sources pro vided by Chris tian the ol ogy, the Bi ble, and
Chris tian phi los o phy. From these sources a Chris tian
phi los o phy of ed u ca tion can be ab stracted which can
serve man by pro vid ing:

1. Meta phys i cal  sys tem with co or di nated world view
which gives unity and mean ing to life.

2. Epistemological sys tem show ing re la tions and
inter-relations in the to tal ity of truth and pro vides
for de vel op ing the cur ric u lum with a sys tem atic
pre sen ta tion of knowl edge.

3. Axiological  sys tem with em pha sis on ab so lute val -
ues and true ob jec tives which gives pur pose and
di rec tion to life.

Any phi los o phy of ed u ca tion must have di rec tives. A
pri mary di rec tive in volves the pur pose of ed u ca tion.
Four dif fer ent pur poses of ed u ca tion have been his tor i -
cally ex em pli fied by four ma jor civ i li za tions:

1. The pur pose of ed u ca tion among the Jews was to
pre pare the in di vid ual in the ser vice of God.

2. The pur pose of ed u ca tion among the Spar tans was to 
oblit er ate of the in di vid ual in the ser vice of the state.

3. The pur pose of ed u ca tion among the Athe nians
was to train the in di vid ual in the ser vice of cul ture.

4. The pur pose of ed u ca tion among the Romans was
to train the in di vid ual in the ser vice of the state.

A Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion har mo nizes with 
the an cient ed u ca tional pur pose of the Jews to pre pare
the in di vid ual in the ser vice of God. 

Metaphysics in the Chris tian
Phi los o phy of Ed u ca tion

Metaphysics (Greek, be yond the phys i cal) deals with
ques tions con cern ing on tol ogy  (the na ture of be ing and re al -
ity) and cos mol ogy (the na ture of the uni verse as a whole).
Acts 17:28 For in him we live, and move, and have our be -
ing... He brews 11:3 Through faith we un der stand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do ap pear.

The Chris tian phi los o phy rec og nizes God as the su -
preme cen ter of on tol ogy and cos mol ogy. Colossians
1:16 For by him were all things cre ated, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, vis i ble and in vis i ble,

whether they be thrones, or do min ions, or prin ci pal i ties,
or pow ers: all things were cre ated by him, and for him: 17 
And he is be fore all things, and by him all things con sist.

 God has re vealed Him self to man in the Bi ble which is a
pos i tive, su per nat u ral, and au thor i ta tive mes sage upon which
the Chris tian phi los o phy of life ex ists. 2 Tim o thy 2:15 Study
to shew thy self ap proved unto God, a work man that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly di vid ing the word of truth.

All truth is God’s truth. All un der stand ing of ex pe ri -
ences must be guided by the ab so lute stan dard of truth
and re al ity, God’s Holy Written Word, the Bi ble. John
17:17  Sanc tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path... 160 Thy word is true from the be gin -
ning: and ev ery one of thy righ teous judg ments endureth 
for ever. Prov erbs 30:5 Ev ery word of God is pure: he is
a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

The Chris tian phi los o phy is com pre hen sive and
broad enough to in clude all ex pe ri ences of life, one of
which is ed u ca tion, and pro vides guide lines for the
whole ed u ca tional pro cess em brac ing con tent, meth ods, 
ad min is tra tion, prin ci ples, and re la tions. The im pli ca -
tions of this work ing prin ci ple can be seen in the chart
shown be low:

CON TENT                                       RE LA TIONS

METHODS                        PRIN CI PLES

AD MIN IS TRA TION

John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free... 14:6 Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me.

Epis te mol ogy in the Chris tian
Phi los o phy of Ed u ca tion

Epis te mol ogy  (Greek, study of know ing) deals with
ques tions con cern ing the na ture of the cog ni tive (Latin,
know ing) pro cesses, the sources of hu man knowl edge,
and the meth ods of val i dat ing ideas. Epis te mol ogy en -
com passes the ac qui si tion of knowl edge through learn -
ing pro cesses and cur ric u lum de vel op ment. The
Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion re quires that all
knowl edge in life be seen through God’s Word − even
our text books. Nat u ral facts and raw knowl edge take on
mean ing only through the su per nat u ral re sources of
God. Psalm 119:9 Where withal shall a young man
cleanse his way? by tak ing heed thereto ac cord ing to thy 
word. 10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let
me not wan der from thy com mand ments. 11 Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

A Chris tian phi los o phy pro vides for knowl edge ac -
qui si tion that de vel ops both Chris tian per son al ity and
skills as il lus trated be low show ing Je sus Christ at the
cen ter of con cen tric cir cles rep re sent ing greater and
greater spe ci al ities of learn ing and wis dom.

John 1:1 In the be gin ning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God... 14 And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be -
held his glory, the glory as of the only be got ten of the Fa -
ther,) full of grace and truth.

A Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion skill fully in te -
grates life and truth with a cur ric u lum pro gram that
unites the di verse frag ments that make up this raw ma te -
rial of ed u ca tion. This in te grat ing fac tor is God and His
rev e la tion through Je sus Christ.

Gen eral ed u ca tion for cul ture ba si cally in cludes a lib -
eral arts ed u ca tion that em braces ac qui si tion of lan -
guage, sci ence, art, and con cepts of value. Skills for
ser vice in clude cur ric u lum ar eas which sup ply the ma jor 
spe cial iza tion fields for ac a demic study. Bib li cal stud ies 
for wis dom in volve the ab so lute of re al ity and per sonal
ex is tence. These cur ric u lum frag ments are in te grated
through the life and teach ings of Je sus Christ. This ap -
proach saves the cur ric u lum from be ing nar rowly in tel -
lec tual to the ex clu sion of the dy namic life prin ci ple.
In stead, it calls for skill ful in te gra tion of life and truth in
or der to train the in di vid ual for ser vice to God. Such ser -
vice pre sup poses that the Christ-like life re sults in the
great est pos si ble ben e fit to man kind. A phi los o phy of
ed u ca tion that has de parted from these pre cepts will
con tinue ever learn ing, and never able to come to
knowl edge of the truth (II Tim o thy 3:7).

The Lord Je sus Christ es tab lished and com mis sioned
His churches with the re spon si bil ity of com mu ni cat ing
truth to the world. Chris tians are com manded to as sem -
ble in the Lord’s churches to re ceive teach ing and en -
cour age ments. 1 Co rin thi ans 12:28 And God hath set
some in the church, first apos tles... Mat thew 28:16 Then
the eleven dis ci ples [apos tles] went away into Gal i lee,
into a moun tain where Je sus had ap pointed them... 18
And Je sus came and spake unto them, say ing, All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye there -
fore, and teach all na tions, bap tiz ing them in the name of 
the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 
Teaching them to ob serve all things what so ever I have
com manded you: and, lo, I am with you al way, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen. He brews 10:25 Not for sak -
ing the as sem bling of our selves to gether, as the man ner
of some is; but ex hort ing one an other: and so much the
more, as ye see the day ap proach ing.

Par ents have the ul ti mate re spon si bil ity of ed u cat ing
their chil dren. Par ents ac com plish this by at tend ing
church faith fully with their chil dren, and by teach ing
God’s Word to chil dren in their homes. Deu ter on omy
6:7 And thou shalt teach them dil i gently unto thy chil -
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. 
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Axiology in the Chris tian
Phi los o phy of Ed u ca tion

Axiology (Greek, study of value ) deals with the the ory 
and study of val ues of all types. Axiology en com passes
both eth ics (What is right?) and aes thet ics (What is
beau ti ful?). In a Chris tian phi los o phy, value is sim ply
the will of God for the Chris tian life. Value is
theonomous or God-cen tered, rather than au ton o mous
or man-cen tered. In a Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion, 
the ed u ca tional sys tem has the duty of train ing and de -
vel op ing the stu dent to the high est ex tent pos si ble so
that the stu dent may give the high est and best ser vice
pos si ble to God. Only with this phi los o phy will man kind 
truly ben e fit from the stu dent’s ser vice.

A Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion in cor po rates the
uni ver sal, un chang ing, ab so lute stan dards of value re -
vealed by God in the Bi ble. These Bib li cal Ab so lutes are 
out lined as fol lows:

Bib li cal Ab so lutes
I.  God Is.  Psalm 14:1 The fool hath said in his heart,

There is no God. They are cor rupt, they have done
abom i na ble works, there is none that doeth good.

II.  God has re vealed Him self.
    A. Through cre ation . Romans 1:20 For the in vis i ble

things of him from the cre ation of the world are
clearly seen, be ing un der stood by the things that are
made, even his eter nal power and God head; so that
they are with out ex cuse.

    B. Through the Scrip tures and Je sus Christ. He brews
1:1-2 God, who at sun dry times and in di vers man -
ners spake in time past unto the fa thers by the proph -
ets, hath in these last days spo ken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath ap pointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds.

III. Ver bal ple nary in spi ra tion of the Bi ble. 2 Tim o thy
3:16 All scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion of God, and 
is prof it able for doc trine, for re proof, for cor rec tion, 
for in struc tion in righ teous ness.

IV. Man’s re bel lion against God. Jer e miah 17:9 The
heart is de ceit ful above all things, and des per ately
wicked: who can know it? Romans 3:22-23 ...for
there is no dif fer ence: For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.

V. Judg ment and the re al ity of hell. Rev e la tion 20:13-15
...And they were judged ev ery man ac cord ing to their 
works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of
fire. This is the sec ond death. And who so ever was

not found writ ten in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire.

VI. The Lord Je sus Christ and the atone ment. 2 Co rin -
thi ans 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin: that we might be made the righ -
teous ness of God in him.

VII. Sal va tion of the soul, the new birth. John 3:3, 16-18
Je sus an swered and said unto him (Nicodemus) Ver -
ily, ver ily, I say unto thee, ex cept a man be born again, 
he can not see the king dom of God . . .For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only be got ten Son, that
who so ever be liev eth in him should not per ish, but
have ev er last ing life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world to con demn the world: but that the world
through him might be saved. He that be liev eth on him
is not con demned: but he that be liev eth not is con -
demned al ready, be cause he hath not be lieved in the
name of the only be got ten Son of God.

VIII. The child of God through Christ. Galatians 3:26
For ye are all the chil dren of God by faith in Christ Je -
sus... 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made un der
the law, 5 To re deem them that were un der the law,
that we might re ceive the adop tion of sons. 6 And be -
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son into your hearts, cry ing, Abba, Fa ther. 7 Where -
fore thou art no more a ser vant, but a son: and if a son, 
then an heir of God through Christ.

Con clu sion
A Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion can not be ad e quately

sum ma rized in one sen tence be cause it en com passes
Metaphysics, Epis te mol ogy, and Axiology. A brief sum mary 
of a Chris tian phi los o phy of ed u ca tion is as fol lows:
1. God is the su preme cen ter of all re al ity (Metaphysics).
2. All knowl edge must be seen through God’s Word

(Epis te mol ogy).
3. The Bi ble, God’s Word, re veals the unique, un chang -

ing, ab so lute stan dards of value (Axiology).
4. All these con cepts are in te grated through the life and

teach ings of Je sus Christ (Phi los o phy of Life).
5. Ed u ca tion has the pur pose to pre pare the in di vid ual in

the ser vice of God (Phi los o phy of Ed u ca tion).
Colossians 2:6 As ye have there fore re ceived Christ

Je sus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 7 Rooted and built up
in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been
taught, abound ing therein with thanksgiving. 8 Be ware
lest any man spoil you through phi los o phy and vain de -

ceit, af ter the tra di tion of men, af ter the ru di ments of the
world, and not af ter Christ. 9 For in him dwelleth all the
fulness of the God head bodily. 10 And ye are com plete in 
him, which is the head of all prin ci pal ity and power.

Chris tian Phi los o phy
of Ed u ca tion

 Prov erbs 4:7 Wis dom is the prin ci pal
thing; there fore get wis dom:

and with all thy get ting
get un der stand ing.

Colossians 2:8 Be ware lest any
man spoil you through 

phi los o phy and vain de ceit,
af ter the tra di tion of men,

af ter the ru di ments of the world,
and not af ter Christ.
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