LovelsGiving

Biblical conceptsof loveasgiving.

A. LoveintheBi bleisthegivingof your self for an other. God
providestheper fectex ampleof giving—John 3:16 For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only be got ten Son, that
whosoever believ ethinhimshouldnot per ish, buthaveev er
lastinglife.

B. Christiansmustgivethemselvestohelpothersasser vantsof
Christ—Galatians2:201 amcruci fiedwith Christ: nev erthe-
lessl live; yet not I, but Christlivethinme: and thelifewhich
I now livein the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave him self for me.

C. Biblicalloveisthegivingof your self foranother;itisthegiv
ing of your time, your inter est, your thoughts, your consider
ation, your money, your abil i ties, or even your life. When
you giveyour self to help oth ers, you de posit the treasureof
yourself in them, and there your heart will be also. Matthew
6:19 Lay not up for your selves trea sures upon earth, where
moth and rust doth cor rupt, and wherethievesbreak through
and steal: 20 But lay up for your selves trea suresin heaven,
wherenei ther moth nor rust doth cor rupt, and wherethieves
do not break through nor steal: 21 For whereyour treasureis,
there will your heart be also.

Sinnersareself ish! Weareall sin ners, and sin ners have prob-

lems learning to give unselfishly. Romans 3:23 For al have

sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

A. Christiansmust committheir livestagivingnot getting. The
fundamental questionis,How can| please God?notHow can
| please my self?

B. Sdfishness (con suming self-love, self-centeredness) isde
scribedintheBi bleasasinful pat tern of lifethat will prevail
inrebel lioustimes:

1. 11 Timothy 3:1 Thisknow also, thatinthelast daysperil ous
times shall come. 2 For men shall be lov ers of their own
selves, cov et ous, boast ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedi-
enttoparents, unthankful,unholy,3Withoutnatural af fec-
tion, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady,
highminded, lov ersof pleasuresmorethanlov ersof God;
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away.

2. Weareselfishinour sinful humannature, and our soci ety
justi fiesself ishnessby emphasizing that weshoul d <look
out for number oneby becomingassertive.

C. Jesuscondemnsselfishnessandtellsthebelieverthat whoso-
ever will save hislife shall loseit: and who so ever will lose
hislife for my sake shall find it (Mat thew 16:25).

1. The Christian must deny self, putt ing self to death on the
cross. The good self-image comes only by becoming a
good self. The more you obey the commandments of

Chrigt, thebetter your self-imagewill become. Obedi ence
to Christ must be from the heart, and not the hy poc risy of

merewordsor idle ac tions.

2. Christians must stop the pur suit of self-interestsand sim
ply serve Christ in hisking dom. Je sus said that you must
put to death your own de sires, and fol low Him.

a. Romans 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the ser-
vantsof sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form
of doctrinewhichwasdeliv ered you.

b. Luke9:23 And hesaidtothemall, If any manwill come
af ter me, let him deny him self, and take up his cross
daily, and fol low me.

D. Christ-centered living is unselfish living! When you put

God’s will above your own will, you change from
self-centered to Christ-centered liv ing and you put oth ers
needs above your own.

1. Lovefor God and one’ s neigh bor meansthat love for self
must be put aside. Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done
through strife or vain glory; but in low li ness of mind let
each esteem other better thanthemselves. 4L ook notev ery
man on hisown things, but ev ery man also on thethings of
others.5Letthismind beinyou, whichwasalsoin Christ
Jesus.

2. Somethink thatitishypocriti cal tolovewithoutfeel ings.
Thisif false! Itisnever hypocriti cal toobey God. Thisisa
trap of thedevil whowouldliketodestroy ev ery Christian
testimony that honors God. Al ways do what is right no
mat ter how youfeel. Ev ery morning,contrary to my feel
ings,| get up; andthisdoesnot makemeahypocrite! Like
wisegiveyour self to your spouse and thiswill never make
youahypocrite. Bibli cal loverequireswork! Itisnot hyp-
ocriti cal towork at love (giv ing) be cause such work is
obeyingGod!

I11. How to change.
A. Biblical changerequiresyoutoput off bad habitsand to put

ongood be hav ior asanew per sonin Christ. Colossians 3:8
But now yealso put off all these; an ger, wrath, mal ice, blas-

phemy, filthy com mu ni cation out of your mouth. 9 Lienot

oneto an other, seeing that ye have put off the old man with

his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is re.

newed in knowledge dfter the image of him that created
him.....23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of theLord yeshall

receivethereward of thein her i tance: for yeservetheLord
Christ. 25But hethat doethwrong shall receivefor thewrong
which he hath done: and thereis no re spect of per sons.

. God de mandsthat we changefrom being feel ing moti vated

tobeing command ment-motivatedinall of our living. Ephe
sians4:17 This| say therefore, andtestify intheLord, that ye
henceforth walk not as other Gentileswalk, inthevan ity of
their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being
alienated fromthelifeof Godthroughtheignorancethatisin
them, be cause of theblind ness of their heart: 19 Who being
pastfeel inghavegiventhemselvesover untolascivi ousness,
to work al uncleannesswithgreedi ness.

. God changes us by re new ing theim age of God in man that

wasruined by thesinand fall of Adam. Ephesians4:20-241f

so bethat ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as

thetruthisin Jesus: 22 That yeput off concerningthefor mer

conver sationtheoldman, whichiscor ruptaccording to the
deceitful lusts; 23 And bere newedinthespirit of your mind;

24 And that ye put on the new man, which af ter God iscre-

atedinrighteousnessandtrueholi ness.

D. Biblical change bresks bad habits and re places them with
goodhabits. Bad habitsaredif fi culttoover come. A bad habit
canberemovedonly by replacingitwithaBibli cal a ter na-
tive. No change com manded by Godisunreal isticfor those
who know Christ astheir Sav ior and arewill ingto do things
His way.

1. Dramatic changeispossi blein Christ. Thereishope(con
fidant expectation) in ev ery com mand; God com mands
nothing of Hispeoplethat, usingHisWord, inthe power of
the Holy Spirit, they can not ful fill if they only will.

a. Philippians 4:13 | can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me.

b. Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem

other better than them selves. 4 Look not ev ery man on
hisown things, but ev ery man also on the things of oth

ers.
1V Mar riageisacom mit ment be tween two sin nersto love only
eachotherinmarital relationship. Sinnershavesomuchtrouble
keeping the vows of marriage without God's guidance and
power! God's Word guides the Christian hus band and wife so
that they may liveasonefleshwithout thedestructiveinfluences
of selfishness.

A. Evenif two per sonshave mar ried for all thewrong reasons,
evenif their mar riagehasbeen afail urefor years, thereisstill
hope for them to change their mar riage into some thing beau-
ti fulif themwill re pent and are now will ingto beginloving
each other God’ sway with God’ shelp! Repentanceconsists
of confessionof sinsto God and to one an other.

B. When the mar riage vows were stated, the min is ter did not
ask, “Do you love him/her?’ but, “Will you love...?” Mar-
riageisnot based onanexisting emotion, but onthepromise
that onewill give loveto hisor her spouse through out their
livestogether. ThisBibli cal marriageconcept even worked
forthear ranged mar riagesof Bibli cal timeswhenthegroom
never saw his bride un til the wed ding cer emony. Truero-
manticlove(romantic feelingsto ward one an other) will a-
waysfol low trueBib i cal love (the giving of one’s self to
another).

C. TheBibli cal con cept of mar riagebringsabout def i niteand
sub stantia changein both spouses.

1. A hus band must put hiswifefirst and con sider her proper
inter estsof greaterimpor tancethan hisown.For this cause
shall aman leave hisfather and mother, and cleaveto his
wife; And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no
more twain, but one flesh (Mark 10:7-8).

2. Thewifemust be husband ori entedinall that shedoes, in
cluding any work shedoesout sidethe home; and she must



sub mit unto her husband when heleads her asthe Lord Je-
sus Himself would lead her. Wives, submit yourselves
unto your own husbands, asunto theL ord. For thehusband
isthe head of the wife (Ephe sians 5:22-23).

3. The onefleshcommit mentof mar riageisacommitmentto
be comeanew per son wherethetwo areasone (Genesis
2:24)! Both hus band and wife are to be com mit ted to the
Lord. Thecommit ment to Godisto behon ored beforeany
other commit ment. Thehusband should never request that
hiswifevi olateher commit mentto God; and thewifemust
never request that her husbandvi olatehiscommit ment to
God.

D. Establishingloveinrelationships.

1. Loveisnot afed ing! When they learnto Bib li caly love
onean other, thefeel ingswill fol low. For ex am ple, God
commandsthehusbandtolovehiswife; trueBibli cal love
must be gin with the hus band and must re flect the love of
Christ:

a. Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and gave him self for it.
b. 1 John 4:19 We love him, be cause he first loved us.

2. God com mands love! Love is not get ting but rather it is
giving. When you learn to give of yourself—your time,
your money, your interest—you will eventually FEEL
lov ing. But thefeel ing, to been dur ing, must be thefruit,
not theroot of love. Whenyouinvest enough of your self in
others, youwill feel lovingtoward oth ers: Mat thew 6:21
For where your treasureis, there will your heart be also.

V. Giving is a greater blessing than receiving. BelieveGod and

GIVE! Acts20:35 | have shewed you all things, how that so la-
bouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the
words of the Lord Je sus, how he said, It ismore blessed to give
thantoreceive.

A. Givinginvolvessacrifice; but Christ rewardswith peace. If
wetry to saveour selvesfrom self ish nessand judg ment, we
will lose and be con demned. If we give our selvesto Christ,
Hewill saveusand giveuseter nal life. Mat thew 16:24 Then
said Jesusunto hisdisci ples, If any manwill comeaf ter me,
lethimdeny him self, andtakeup hiscross, andfol low me. 25
Forwhosoever will savehislifeshall loseit: andwhosoever
will losehislifefor my sakeshall findit. 26 For whatisaman
prof ited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall aman give in ex change for his soul?

1. John 14:27 Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto
you: not astheworld giv eth, give | unto you. Let not your

heart betrou bled, nei ther letit be afraid.
2. Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If
God befor us, who can be against us? 32 Hethat spared not

hisown Son, but deliv ered him up for usall, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall

lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth.

B. Jesuspromisesthat Hewill rewardthosewhofaithfully love

oth ersand GIVE rather than take! Luke 6:38 Give, and it

shall be given unto you; good mea sure, pressed down, and

shakento gether, and run ning over, shall men giveinto your
bosom. For withthe samemeasurethat yemetewithal it shall

be mea sured to you again.

V1.AsGod loved sin ners, sin ners should love God. John 3:16 For

God so loved theworld, that he gave hisonly be got ten Son, that
whosoever believ ethinhimshouldnot perish, buthaveev erlast
ing life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to con demn
theworld; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He
that believ ethonhimisnot condemned: but hethat believ ethnot
iscondemnedal ready, becausehehath not believedinthename
of the only be got ten Son of God. | John 4:10 Hereinislove, not
that weloved God, but that heloved us, and sent hisSonto bethe
propitiationfor our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought also to love one another.
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| John 3:16 Hereby per ceive we thelove of God,
be cause helaid down hislifefor us: and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
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