
Law and Grace
Galatians 3:24 Where fore the law was our

school mas ter to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be jus ti fied by faith. 

I vi o lated the speed limit law of man when I was
young. The sher iff gave me a speed ing ticket and I was
de clared guilty in court as a law breaker. The fi nan cial
pen alty was pre scribed and my par ents gra ciously paid
the pen alty for me. The jus tice de manded by the law is
sat is fied and I am free from the con dem na tion by the
law. I had vi o lated the law but grace paid the pen alty.

I have vi o lated the per fect law of God and I am a sin ner
be fore God. I am guilty be fore God as a law breaker. The
eter nal pen alty for vi o lat ing the law of the eter nal God is
eter nity in ev er last ing pun ish ment called hell. Je sus, our
eter nal God in hu man flesh, gra ciously died on the cross
and paid the pen alty for sin ners like me. I trust Je sus
Christ to save me from God’s righ teous judg ment. All
jus tice de manded by God’s law is sat is fied by Je sus and I
am free from all con dem na tion by the law. I have vi o lated
the law but God’s grace through Christ paid the pen alty.
Ephe sians 2:13-18 But now in Christ Je sus ye who some -
times were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
[14] For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and
hath bro ken down the mid dle wall of par ti tion be tween
us; [15] Hav ing abol ished in his flesh the en mity, even the 
law of com mand ments con tained in or di nances; for to
make in him self of twain one new man, so mak ing peace;
[16] And that he might rec on cile both unto God in one
body by the cross, hav ing slain the en mity thereby: [17]
And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, 
and to them that were nigh. [18]  For through him we both 
have ac cess by one Spirit unto the Fa ther.

Ter mi nol ogy
The term law (He brew, to rah; Greek, no mos) in the Bi -

ble usu ally re fers to the Law of God given through Mo ses
in Ex o dus. This Mo saic Law in cludes the moral law of ten
com mand ments (Ex o dus 20), the ju di cial law of civil and
crim i nal laws (Ex o dus 21-23), and the cer e mo nial law of
wor ship (Ex o dus 24-32). The LORD’S Mo saic Law is per -
fect and holy. Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is per fect,
con vert ing the soul: the tes ti mony of the LORD is sure,
mak ing wise the sim ple. Romans 7:12 Where fore the law is 
holy, and the com mand ment holy, and just, and good.

The term grace (He brew, chen;  Greek, charis) in the

Bi ble re fers to God’s un mer ited fa vor whereby the sin ner
re ceives bless ings that he does not de serve. Ephe sians
2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of your selves: it is the gift of God: [9] Not of works,
lest any man should boast.

The law must be preached to re veal to men that they are 
self-righteous as sin ful law break ers.  For ex am ple Christ
preached the law to the rich young man (Mat thew 19:16 )
and to a law yer (Luke 10:25 ) in or der to ex pose their sin -
ful ness and need of sal va tion from the law’s righ teous
con dem na tion. By the law is the knowl edge of sin. The
law tells man what he ought to do; the gos pel of grace tells 
the sin ner what Christ has done. The law con demns the
best man; God’s grace jus ti fies the worst man. The law
makes de mands; God’s grace be stows bless ings.  The law 
deals in jus tice; God’s grace deals in mercy. The law be -
longs to the cov e nant of works; the gos pel be longs to the
cov e nant of grace. John 1:17 For the law was given by
Mo ses, but grace and truth came by Je sus Christ.

The re la tion ship of Law and Grace is dem on strated
by God’s deal ings with man:

(1) God’s cre ation was per fect, but man re belled and all 
man kind has in her ited this re bel lious na ture.
Romans 5:12 Where fore, as by one man sin en -
tered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.

(2) God’s cov e nant of grace pre ceded the Mo saic
Law and pro vided Abra ham with righ teous ness
through faith with out the Law. Galatians 3:6
Even as Abra ham be lieved God, and it was ac -
counted to him for righ teous ness.

(3) God’s Mo saic Law proves that ev ery per son is un -
der the curse and sin ful be fore the Holy God.
Romans 3:20  There fore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be jus ti fied in his sight: for by
the law is the knowl edge of sin.

(4) God’s grace through faith in Christ Je sus as Sav ior is
and has al ways been the only means to free sin ful
man from the curse of the Law. Romans 4:16 There -
fore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end
the prom ise might be sure to all the seed; not to that
only which is of the law, but to that also which is of
the faith of Abra ham; who is the fa ther of us all....
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath re deemed us from the
curse of the law, be ing made a curse for us: for it is
writ ten, Cursed is ev ery one that hangeth on a tree.

(5) God’s law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus
guides be liev ers, and be liev ers no lon ger live un -

der the Mo saic Law. Romans 6:14 For sin shall
not have do min ion over you: for ye are not un der
the law, but un der grace.... 8:2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Je sus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death. Galatians 5:18  But
if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not un der the law.

Lim i ta tions of the Law (Galatians 3:1-18)
(1) The Mo saic Law does not pro vide the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 3:2 Re ceived ye the Spirit by the works
of the law, or by the hear ing of faith? [3] Are ye so
fool ish? hav ing be gun in the Spirit, are ye now
made per fect by the flesh?

(2) The Mo saic Law does not pro vide God’s prom -
ised bless ing. Galatians 3:14 That the bless ing of 
Abra ham might come on the Gentiles through
Je sus Christ; that we might re ceive the prom ise
of the Spirit through faith. 

(3) The Mo saic Law does not pro vide changes in the
orig i nal cov e nant of grace given ear lier through
Abra ham. Galatians 3:16 Now to Abra ham and
his seed were the prom ises made.... [17} And this I 
say, that the cov e nant, that was con firmed be fore
of God in Christ, the law, which was four hun dred
and thirty years af ter, can not dis an nul, that it
should make the prom ise of none ef fect. [18] For
if the in her i tance be of the law, it is no more of
prom ise: but God gave it to Abra ham by prom ise.

(4) The Mo saic Law does not pro vide jus ti fi ca tion
be fore God. A sin ful per son is jus ti fied be fore
God by faith and by faith alone. Romans 3:28
There fore we con clude that a man is jus ti fied by
faith with out the deeds of the law. 

Pur pose of the Law (Galatians 3:19-25)
 The Law and the Prom ised Seed (Galatians 3:19-20)

God pro vided the Mo saic Law to:
(1) Re strain fallen hu man na ture and re duce the

amount of sin that peo ple would com mit.
Galatians 3:19 Where fore then serveth the law? It
was added be cause of trans gres sions, till the seed
should come to whom the prom ise was made...

(2) Re veal to man the of fen sive ness of sin and pro -
duce abound ing con scious ness of per sonal guilt
be fore God. Romans 4:15 Be cause the law
worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no
trans gres sion... 5:20 More over the law en tered,
that the of fence might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound:

The Mo saic Law was tem po rary un til the first ad vent of
Christ ended the his tor i cal pur pose of the law.  Romans 10:4  
For Christ is the end of the law for righ teous ness to ev ery
one that be liev eth. Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the hand -
writ ing of or di nances that was against us, which was con -
trary to us, and took it out of the way, nail ing it to his cross.

The Mo saic Law needed a third party Me di a tor (Mo ses) 
be tween the two, i.e., God and man. How ever, Je sus
Christ, as one with God and also a man, is the Prom ised
Seed Me di a tor be tween God and man of a new, better cov -
e nant than the Mo saic Law. Je sus is one with God and is
not a third party Me di a tor as was Mo ses.  Galatians 3:20
Now a me di a tor is not a me di a tor of one, but God is one. 1
Tim o thy 2:5  For there is one God, and one me di a tor be -
tween God and men, the man Christ Je sus. He brews 8:6
…he is the me di a tor of a better cov e nant, which was es tab -
lished upon better prom ises. He brews 9:15 And for this
cause he is the me di a tor of the new tes ta ment, that by
means of death, for the re demp tion of the trans gres sions
that were un der the first tes ta ment, they which are called
might re ceive the prom ise of eter nal in her i tance.

Je sus Christ is the only way to God the Fa ther. Je sus is
the only means of rec on cil ing sin ners unto God.  John 14:6
Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me. 2 Co rin thi ans
5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, rec on cil ing the world
unto him self, not im put ing their tres passes unto them; and
hath com mit ted unto us the word of rec on cil i a tion.

The Law and the Prom ises (Galatians 3:21-22)
The Mo saic Law was not con trary to God’s prom ise in the

cov e nant of faith. The Law was God’s teach ing tool to pre -
pare men to re ceive the prom ise of God. Righ teous ness of the
law is self-produced from sin ful man and in ter feres with the
righ teous ness of God im puted through faith in Christ.
Philippians 3:9 And be found in him, not hav ing mine own
righ teous ness, which is of the law, but that which is through
the faith of Christ, the righ teous ness which is of God by faith.

The Mo saic Law can not give life. The law showed sin ful
man what to do but did not sup ply the power to do it. Each
and ev ery per son is by na ture dead in tres passes and sins and
needs to be quick ened (made alive) by God be cause no one
can spir i tu ally res ur rect him self. Ephe sians 2:1-5 And you
hath he quick ened, who were dead in tres passes and sins...
[4] But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where -
with he loved us, [5] Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quick ened us to gether with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;).
Romans 8:3-4 For what the law could not do, in that it was



weak through the flesh, God send ing his own Son in the like -
ness of sin ful flesh, and for sin, con demned sin in the flesh:
[4] That the righ teous ness of the law might be ful filled in us,
who walk not af ter the flesh, but af ter the Spirit.

The Mo saic Law pre pares hu man ity to re ceive the
prom ise of grace through Christ. The Law proves that
both Jews and Gentiles are sin ful, con demned law break -
ers be fore God. Romans 3:9  ...we have be fore proved
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all un der sin.... 
3:19 Now we know that what things so ever the law saith,
it saith to them who are un der the law: that ev ery mouth
may be stopped, and all the world may be come guilty be -
fore God.... 11:32 For God hath con cluded them all in
un be lief, that he might have mercy upon all.

The prom ise of righ teous ness through faith in Christ is
given to sin ners who re pent of their self-centered works that
are all con demned by the per fect Law of God. Romans 4:5
But to him that worketh not, but be liev eth on him that
justifieth the un godly, his faith is counted for righ teous ness.

The Law and Faith (Galatians 3:23-25)
The Mo saic Law was like a jailer or guard, watch ing our

acts of dis obe di ence and show ing that ev ery per son is un der
the curse of le gal con dem na tion prov ing ev ery per son to be
sin ful be fore the Holy God. Galatians 3:10 For as many as
are of the works of the law are un der the curse: for it is writ -
ten, Cursed is ev ery one that continueth not in all things which 
are writ ten in the book of the law to do them.... 3:22 But the
scrip ture hath con cluded all un der sin, that the prom ise by
faith of Je sus Christ might be given to them that be lieve. [23]
But be fore faith came, we were kept un der the law, shut up
unto the faith which should af ter wards be re vealed.

The Mo saic Law was a school mas ter pro vided by God
to bring men unto Christ and not unto it self. Through faith 
in Je sus Christ, the be liever is not law less but is un der the
Law of Christ. Galatians 3:24 Where fore the law was our
school mas ter to bring us unto Christ, that we might be
jus ti fied by faith. 1 Co rin thi ans 9:21 ...be ing not with out
law to God, but un der the law to Christ.

Po si tion un der Faith (Galatians 3:26-29)
Children of God as Adopted Sons (Gal. 3:26, 4:5)

Be lievers are not chil dren of God by na ture since Christ
is the only be got ten Son of God. Be lievers are sons of God
through the re gen er at ing work of the Holy Spirit and re -
ceive full le gal in her i tance bless ings by di vine adop tion
through God’s grace. The Gen tile (non-Jewish) be liever is
not Abra ham’s de scen dant ac cord ing to the flesh, and has

not been trained so cially un der the Mo saic Law as a
school mas ter; how ever, both the Jew ish and the
non-Jewish be liever are fully sons of God only by faith in
Christ Je sus. Each be liever is a son of in her i tance and not a
ser vant, and is free from the bond age of the Mo saic Law.
The be liever is led and taught by the Spirit of God and is no
lon ger in need of the Mo saic Law as a school mas ter.
Galatians 3:26 For ye are all the chil dren of God by faith
in Christ Je sus.... 4:5 To re deem them that were un der the
law, that we might re ceive the adop tion of sons.

The be liever’s adop tion was pre des tined by God and
com pleted by the work of the Holy Spirit at the mo ment of
con ver sion (turn ing to Christ).  Ephe sians 1:5 Hav ing pre -
des ti nated us unto the adop tion of chil dren by Je sus Christ
to him self, ac cord ing to the good plea sure of his will.
Galatians 4:6 And be cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry ing, Abba, Fa ther.
Romans 8:15 For ye have not re ceived the spirit of bond age
again to fear; but ye have re ceived the Spirit of adop tion,
whereby we cry, Abba, Fa ther. 1 Co rin thi ans 12:3 ...no man 
can say that Je sus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

The be liever is a child of God and has the blessed re la -
tion ship of the Abrahamic cov e nant prom ises rather
than bond age un der the Mo saic Law. Galatians 3:14
That the bless ing of Abra ham might come on the
Gentiles through Je sus Christ; that we might re ceive the
prom ise of the Spirit through faith.

Put on Christ (Galatians 3:27)

At con ver sion (turn ing to Christ), the sin ner puts off
filthy rags of self-righteousness and puts on the righ teous -
ness of God. The be liever pro vides tes ti mony of his new
re la tion ship to God through the act of bap tism pic tur ing be -
lief in the death, burial, and res ur rec tion of Christ.  Isa iah
64:6 But we are all as an un clean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags... 1 Cor. 1:30 But of him
are ye in Christ Je sus, who of God is made unto us wis dom,
and righ teous ness, and sanc ti fi ca tion, and re demp tion. 
Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been bap tized
into Christ have put on Christ. Romans 6:4 There fore we
are bur ied with him by bap tism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Fa -
ther, even so we also should walk in new ness of life.

Af ter con ver sion the child of God shows his son ship
through new prac tices in life, putt ing off the old man with
sin ful hab its and putt ing on the new man of godly be hav ior. 
 Ephe sians 4:22-24 That ye put off con cern ing the for mer
con ver sa tion the old man, which is cor rupt ac cord ing to

the de ceit ful lusts; [23] And be re newed in the spirit of your 
mind; [24] And that ye put on the new man, which af ter
God is cre ated in righ teous ness and true ho li ness.

One ness in Christ (Galatians 3:28)
One ness in Christ re fers to the spir i tual po si tion of the be -

liever who is a child of God. Peo ple do not lose their dis tinc -
tive ness within so ci ety. A woman is a woman and a man is a
man be fore and af ter con ver sion (turn ing to Christ). How -
ever, all chil dren of God have spir i tual equal ity be fore God.
As a be liever in Christ and child of God, all su pe ri or ity or in -
fe ri or ity di vi sions are elim i nated. In Christ there are no race
prej u dices, no so cial prej u dices, no prej u dice that places
male above fe male. Galatians 3:28 There is nei ther Jew nor
Greek, there is nei ther bond nor free, there is nei ther male
nor fe male: for ye are all one in Christ Je sus.

There is still an or der for the pur pose of God. For ex -
am ple, the man and the woman are one in Christ, but the
head ship of the man over the woman re mains in or der to
carry out the di vine pur pose for the home and for the
church. 1 Co rin thi ans 11:3 But I would have you know,
that the head of ev ery man is Christ; and the head of the
woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

Abra ham’s Seed (Galatians 3:29)
All be liev ers be long to Christ. All in Christ are also Abra -

ham’s seed. All be liev ers are heirs ac cord ing to the prom ise
of grace. Galatians 3:29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye
Abra ham’s seed, and heirs ac cord ing to the prom ise.

God the Fa ther is the foun tain of all grace. He pro -
posed the fact and plan of grace. He for mu lated the cov -
e nant of grace, and then in fulness of time sent His Son
into the world to be the Me dium of grace. Galatians
4:4-5 But when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made un der the
law, [5] To re deem them that were un der the law, that
we might re ceive the adop tion of sons.

God’s Law Iden tifies All As Sin ners!
God’s Grace through Christ Saves Sin ners!

Romans 3:20  There fore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be jus ti fied in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowl edge of sin. Ephe sians 2:8-9 For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of your selves: it is the
gift of God: [9] Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
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