
1. A be liever in Christ should join a 
Bap tist church be cause Je sus built 
a Bap tist church

God pre pared a Bap tist preacher, John the Bap tist, to
teach and bap tize (im merse) be liev ers. Je sus en dorsed
the mes sage and bap tism of this first Bap tist.

Mat thew 3:1 In those days came John the Bap tist, preach ing
in the wil der ness of Judaea,… 13 Then com eth Je sus from
Gal i lee to Jor dan unto John, to be bap tized of him... 15  And
Je sus an swer ing said unto him, Suf fer it to be so now: for thus
it becometh us to ful fil all righ teous ness. Then he suf fered him.

Je sus es tab lished His first church dur ing the days of
His per sonal min is try. Je sus prom ised that His kind of
bap tiz ing church would con tinue through out his tory.
This teach ing is re ferred to as Bap tist church per pe tu ity.
Je sus com mis sioned and au tho rized His type of church
to teach and bap tize in His power. Since founded by Je -
sus, the Lord’s kind of Bap tist churches have ex isted
through out all his tory.  Mat thew 16:18 And I [Je sus] say also

unto thee, That thou art Pe ter [petros, small rock], and upon
this rock [petra, large rock] I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not pre vail against it… 28:16 Then the eleven 
dis ci ples went away into Gal i lee, into a moun tain where Je sus
had ap pointed them… 18 And Je sus came and spake unto them, 
say ing, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19
Go ye there fore, and teach all na tions, bap tiz ing them in the
name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 
Teaching them to ob serve all things what so ever I have com -
manded you: and, lo, I am with you al way, even unto the end of
the world. Amen. Acts 16:5  And so were the churches es tab -
lished in the faith, and in creased in num ber daily.

Je sus bap tized the first church in the Holy Spirit and
publically dis played His ap proval of church wor ship
and ser vice on the day of Pen te cost. This bap tism and
ac com pa ny ing mir a cles were re peated to au then ti cate 
mis sions to the Gentiles.  Acts 2:1  And when the day of

Pen te cost was fully come, they were all with one ac cord in
one place. 2  And sud denly there came a sound from heaven
as of a rush ing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sit ting. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost… 11:15 And as I be gan to speak, the Holy Ghost fell
on them, as on us at the be gin ning. 16 Then re mem bered I the 
word of the Lord, how that he said, John in deed bap tized
with wa ter; but ye shall be bap tized with the Holy Ghost.

The Lord’s first church was com prised of be liev ers
taught and bap tized by John the Bap tist, a preacher
sent from God. These first church mem bers were the
Apos tles who were Bap tists in be lief, prac tice, and
bap tism. Matthias, the re place ment for Ju das, was
also Baptistic.  1 Cor. 12:28  And God hath set some in the

church, first apos tles… Acts 1:22 Be gin ning from the bap -
tism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from
us, must one be or dained to be a wit ness with us of his res ur -

rec tion... 26 and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was num -
bered with the eleven apos tles.

Bap tism (im mer sion) pic tures the gos pel of Christ,
the death of the be liever to sin, and new life in Christ.

1 Co rin thi ans 15:1 More over, breth ren, I de clare unto you
the gos pel… 3 how that Christ died for our sins ac cord ing to
the scrip tures; 4 And that he was bur ied, and that he rose
again the third day ac cord ing to the scrip tures. Romans 6:4
There fore we are bur ied with him by bap tism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Fa ther, even so we also should walk in new ness of life... 11
Like wise reckon ye also your selves to be dead in deed unto
sin, but alive unto God through Je sus Christ our Lord.

The name Bap tist is found 15 times in the New Tes -
ta ment and bap tized con verts had Bap tist be liefs and
Bap tist bap tism.  Luke 7:28 For I say unto you, Among those 

that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than
John the Bap tist... Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly re ceived
his word were bap tized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thou sand souls... 47 And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved.

In the New Tes ta ment, all churches were Baptistic
in teach ing and bap tism, and there was no need for de -
nom i na tional names. These churches were Bap tist
churches and were iden ti fied by the area in which the
churches were lo cated. Bap tist teach ings and Bap tist
bap tism con tin ued ex cept for her e sies spread ing like
weeds. For ex am ple, twelve men in Ephesus had false
bap tism but they claimed they had John’s bap tism.
How ever, they knew noth ing of the Holy Spirit whom
John preached.     Mat thew 3:11 I [John] in deed bap tize you

with wa ter unto re pen tance: but he that com eth af ter me is
might ier than I, whose shoes I am not wor thy to bear: he shall
bap tize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. Acts 19:1
…Paul hav ing passed through the up per coasts came to
Ephesus: and find ing cer tain dis ci ples, 2  He said unto them,
Have ye re ceived the Holy Ghost since ye be lieved? And they
said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be
any Holy Ghost. 3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were
ye bap tized? And they said, Unto John’s bap tism. 4  Then said
Paul, John ver ily bap tized with the bap tism of re pen tance, say -
ing unto the peo ple, that they should be lieve on him which
should come af ter him, that is, on Christ Je sus. 5  When they
heard this, they were bap tized in the name of the Lord Je sus.

Near the end of the first cen tury, God used John the
Apos tle to de scribe the spir i tual de cline in five of
seven Bap tist churches in Asia Mi nor. Je sus warned
the five er rant churches that they would cease to be
His churches if their er rors were not cor rected.

Rev. 1:20 ...the seven can dle sticks which thou sawest are the
seven churches… 2:5 Re mem ber there fore from whence
thou art fallen, and re pent, and do the first works; or else I
will come unto thee quickly, and will re move thy can dle stick
out of his place, ex cept thou re pent… 3:22  He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

2. A be liever in Christ should join a 
Bap tist church be cause a Bib li cal
church is a Bap tist as sem bly

Bib li cal churches are lo cal as sem blies that are
Baptistic in teach ing and bap tism. Each Bap tist church is 
com mis sioned by Je sus with a mis sion to evan ge lize and 
es tab lish other Bap tist churches of like or der and faith. 

Mat. 28:18  And Je sus came and spake unto them, say ing, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19   Go ye there -
fore, and teach all na tions, bap tiz ing them in the name of the Fa -
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Acts 1:8   But ye shall
re ceive power, af ter that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be wit nesses unto me both in Je ru sa lem, and in all
Judaea, and in Sa maria, and unto the ut ter most part of the earth.

Each Bap tist church is a com plete au ton o mous, in -
dig e nous body of Christ with Je sus as her head.  

Ephe sians 1:22  And hath put all things un der his [Je sus’]
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, 23  Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all. Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the
church: who is the be gin ning, the first born from the dead;
that in all things he might have the pre em i nence.

Each Bap tist church is the house of God. A Bap tist
church is the pil lar and ground for pres er va tion of the Bi -
ble, God’s Truth.  1 Tim. 3:15 …that thou mayest know how

thou oughtest to be have thy self in the house of God, which is the 
church of the liv ing God, the pil lar and ground of the truth.

3. A be liever in Christ should join a 
Bap tist church be cause Je sus prom -
ised that Bap tist churches would 
con tinue through out his tory

Through out his tory, Bap tist churches have taught and
bap tized be liev ers and or ga nized them into new Bap tist
churches. In this pro cess, Bap tists dis trib uted the Bi ble
in cop ied and trans lated forms through out the world.
Bap tists trans lated and spread the Bi ble to peo ple in their 
own lan guages.  Matthew 16:18 ...I [Je sus]  will build my

church; and the gates of hell shall not pre vail against it.
The Bi ble has trav eled through the cen tu ries on the

Royal High way of the Trail of Blood,  the his tory of
Bap tist churches, so called be cause over 50 mil lion
Bap tists and dis sent ers were killed by Ro man and
Protestant cath o lics. In spite of ter ri ble per se cu tions,
Bap tist churches con tin ued to send mis sion ar ies to
spread the Word of God.  Acts 13:49 And the word of the

Lord was pub lished through out all the re gion.
Since Je sus started His first church, Bap tists (with

var i ous nick names) have con tin ued through out the
cen tu ries, tak ing the Word of God wher ever they went

and es tab lish ing churches in the faith. They were called 
her e tics and Ana bap tists (Greek, re-immersers) by Ro -
man and Or tho dox Cath o lics, Prot es tants, and other
man-made churches be cause they re fused to ac cept
bap tisms of these false churches. Ana bap tist churches
used the Bi ble as the stan dard for life and bap tized all
be liev ers who had ques tion able bap tisms.  

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly re ceived his word were bap -
tized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thou sand souls. 16:5 And so were the churches es tab -
lished in the faith, and in creased in num ber daily.

Montanist (mean ing moun tain peo ple) Bap tists of
Phrygia (2nd cen tury), led by Montanus and Tertullian, 
spread through out Asia Mi nor.

Novatian Bap tists (3rd cen tury), named for their pas -
tor, Novatian (Ro man phi los o pher con verted in 250
A.D.), spread through out the Ro man Em pire from Ar -
me nia to Spain, and into the great cit ies of Con stan ti no -
ple, Al ex an dria, Carthage, and Rome. They were
nu mer ous in Phrygia where Montanists joined them.

Donatist Bap tists of North Af rica (4th-7th cen tu ries),
named for their pas tor, Donatus, spread through out North
Af rica in an area 2000 miles long (Egypt to the At lan tic)
by 300 miles wide (Med i ter ra nean Sea to the desert).

Paulician Bap tists of Ar me nia (7th-12th cen tu ries)
were known for their love of Paul’s Epis tles. Their pas tor,
Silvanus, called his fol low ers Pau line con gre ga tions.

Albigense Bap tists of Albi, France (11th-13th cen -
tu ries), in the Pyr e nees Moun tains were evan ge lized
by the Paulicians of Asia. They spread through out
France and It aly.

Paterine Bap tists, also called Cathari (Latin,
catharoi mean ing pure ones), flour ished in It aly, France
and more es pe cially in the South of France (11th-13th
cen tu ries). They were evan ge lized by the Paulicians of
Asia. Paterine Bap tists took in the daugh ters of in di gent
no ble men and ed u cated them in the Scrip tures.

Petrobrussian Bap tists of South ern France (12th
cen tury) were named for their pas tor, Pe ter de Bruys,
who was suc ceeded by Henry of Lusanne, It aly, and
even tu ally be came known as Henricians. These Bap -
tists spread to Swit zer land with the Word of God.

Arnoldist Bap tists of It aly (12th cen tury) were
named for their pas tor, Ar nold of Brescia, great
teacher of soul-liberty who was mar tyred for the faith.
They evan ge lized Swit zer land.

Waldense  or Vaudois (var ied spell ings from the
Latin vallis mean ing dwell ers in val leys ) Bap tists of
Swit zer land and of the Al pine (Alps) of the Piedmont



re gion of It aly (12th-13th cen tu ries) were led by Pe ter
Waldo. Waldensian Bap tists taught that the Holy
Scrip tures are the high est stan dard of judg ment, the
only au thor i ta tive rule of faith.

Waldense Bap tists  spread them selves and their
teach ings all over Eu rope and Eng land in the 12th
cen tury A.D. Their spir i tual de scen dants in the 14th
cen tury be came teach ers of Wick liffe and his fol low -
ers.  Over half the peo ple of Eng land who fol lowed
Wick liffe’s teach ing be came Bap tists.

Ana bap tists of the Ref or ma tion Pe riod in Eu rope and
Eng land (16th-17th cen tu ries) taught that the Scrip tures
are the only au thor ity in mat ters of faith and prac tice.

[Ana bap tists] sent forth a mul ti tude of mis sion ar ies so that
Melancthos could say that they went where no evan gel i cal, Lu -
theran and Zwinglian, had pen e trated... For a hun dred years
Swit zer land was drained of her sturdy sons, who in great num -
bers braved the loss of their goods and the long jour ney
through hos tile ter ri tory and the price set upon their heads by
the Ba var ian dukes in or der to reach Moravia, where they
might en joy some lit tle free dom to wor ship God. From
Moravia, they sent out mis sion ar ies in scores to all parts of
Ger many, Tyrol and Swit zer land, to Hun gary, Silesia and Po -
land, who took their lives in their hands that they might preach
the word of their Re deemer and raise up churches to his
praise... [Ana bap tists] were the most de ter mined col por teurs
and mis sion ar ies through out Eu rope. The only ref er ence I have 
found to any hea then land I have given in Armitage, where the
per se cuted flock think of set tling in Amer ica among “the red
Jews Co lum bus has just dis cov ered.” This was in
1524...(Jarrell’s Bap tist Church Per pe tu ity, p. 189-190).

 Welch Bap tists  of Wales claim con tin u ous ex is -
tence from ap os tolic times to the pres ent. 

They would have or der and no con fu sion—the word of God
their only rule.. The Olchon Bap tists must have been a sep a -
rate peo ple, main tain ing the or der of the New Tes ta ment in
ev ery gen er a tion from the year 63 to the pres ent time (Da vis’ 
His tory of Welsh Bap tists, p. 19) 

 Bap tists im mi grated to Amer ica to spread the mis sion -
ary Gos pel of Christ, or ga nize new Bap tist churches, and
teach God’s Word to the peo ple. Bap tist churches con -
tinue to send mis sion ar ies through out the world giv ing the 
Bi ble to the peo ple in their own lan guages.

4.  A be liever in Christ should join a 
Bap tist church be cause all other
churches are man-made or ga ni za -
tions and not true Bib li cal churches

Fol low ing the first cen tury, some Bap tist churches
de vel oped such grave er rors that their can dle stick was
re moved and they ceased to be the Lord’s churches.

Rev. 2:5 Re mem ber there fore from whence thou art fallen,

and re pent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto
thee quickly, and will re move thy can dle stick out of his place, 
ex cept thou re pent.

These er rant churches changed the mode of bap tism
from im mer sion to pour ing and sprin kling, and re -
placed the gos pel of grace with a gos pel of
works-salvation. In the fourth cen tury, Ro man Em -
peror Constatine united these er rant churches with his
pa gan gov ern ment and formed a uni ver sal (Latin,
cath o lic) vis i ble church which claimed to ex clu sively
in clude all be liev ers. Baptist churches were cru elly
per se cuted by the gov ern men tal cath o lic churches. As 
time passed, this er rant cath o lic church di vided into
the state or tho dox cath o lic churches in clud ing the Ro -
man Cath o lics, Greek Or tho dox Cath o lics, Rus sian
Or tho dox Cath o lics, Egyp tian Coptic Cath o lics, etc.
All of these man-made cath o lic churches com manded
ar mies in cru sades against Bap tists.

Bap tists con tin ued to wit ness and some cath o lics
be gan to study the Bi ble. Many cath o lics were con -
verted and joined Bap tist churches. Some Ro man
cath o lic lead ers trusted in Christ but loved the power
and wealth that gov ern men tal con nec tions gave them. 
These lead ers re mained cath o lics but pro tested  many
of the abu sive er rors of ca thol i cism. These pro tes tors
be came known as the Prot es tants. They es tab lished
man-made churches and re tained much cath o lic er ror. 
The Prot es tants mod i fied their def i ni tion of a church
to in clude a cath o lic (uni ver sal) in vis i ble body com -
pris ing all be liev ers. Note that the Bi ble never  iden ti -
fies a church as cath o lic (uni ver sal). 

Man-made Protestant churches  in clude the fol low -
ing:  (1) Lu theran Church started in about 1520 by Mar tin Lu -

ther in Ger many; (2) Church of Eng land (Epis co pal Church
in Amer ica) started in about 1534 by King Henry VIII; (3)
Pres by te rian Church started in about 1536 by John Cal vin;
(4) Con gre ga tional Church started in about 1580 by John
Brown; (5) Meth od ist Church started in about 1740 by John
Wes ley; (6) var i ous char is matic churches (Pentacostalism,
As sem blies of God, Churches of God, etc.) were founded by
Protestant preach ers in the con fu sion and de spair fol low ing
the U.S. Civil War and World War I in the late 1800’s and
early 1900’s; (7) Campbellite churches (Church of Christ,
Chris tian Church, Dis ci ples of Christ) started in about 1827
by Al ex an der Camp bell; and (8) many other Protestant
churches.

The er ror of Protestant ca thol i cism has re sulted in so
many man-made Protestant churches that they are too
nu mer ous to name. None of these man-made churches
are Bib li cal churches. At best, they are so cial or ga ni za -
tions which try to serve God in their own way with their
own or ga ni za tions and not ac cord ing to Scrip tural truth. 

5.  A be liever in Christ should join a
Bap tist church be cause Bap tist
churches help oth ers learn all of
God’s truth

Je sus com mis sioned Baptist churches to teach and bap -
tize be liev ers: Matt. 28:19 Go ye there fore, and teach all na tions,

bap tiz ing them in the name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to ob serve all things what so -
ever I have com manded you: and, lo, I am with you al way, even
unto the end of the world. Amen. Jude 1:3  ...ye should ear nestly
con tend for the faith which was once de liv ered unto the saints.

Bap tists re joice when ever Christ is preached by what ever 
sect or de nom i na tion. Bap tists re joice when any soul is
saved. How ever, Bap tists must not ecumenicalize or com -
pro mise with man-made churches. Com pro mise with er ror 
will not af fect eter nal sal va tion of your soul, but it will af -
fect your re ward from God. Matt. 5:19 Who so ever there fore

shall break one of these least com mand ments, and shall teach men 
so, he shall be called the least in the king dom of heaven: but who -
so ever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in
the king dom of heaven. 1 Cor. 3:13  Ev ery man's work shall be
made man i fest... and the fire shall try ev ery man's work of what
sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built there upon, 
he shall re ceive a re ward. 15  If any man's work shall be burned,
he shall suf fer loss: but he him self shall be saved; yet so as by fire.
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