Witnessing to Jehovah’'s Witnesses
and the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society

A Brief History

CharlesTazeRussdll (Presi dent, 1879-1916)

Russdll (1852-1916), founder of this cult in 1879, was
raisedaCongregational ist but copied many Adventest teachr
ingsandrejectedBibli ca teachingof eter nal tor ment. Russell
founded TheHer ald of theMorning (1879), whichdevel oped
into today’s The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah's King-
dom. From 6,000 ini tia issues, thepubli cation hasgrownto
17.8 million copies per month in 106 languages. The other
Watchtower peri odi ca,Awake! , hasacir culationof 15.6 mit
lion per monthin thirty-four lan guages.

In 1884, “Pastor” Russell incor porated“ Zion’ sWatch
Tower Tract Soci ety” at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl vania, whichin
1886 pub lished thefirstin aseriesof seven books (Russell
wrotesix by himself), now enti tled Sudiesinthe Scriptures
andorigi nally publishedasTheMil lennial Dawn. The sev-
enth vol ume, ed ited from hiswrit ings &f ter his death and
publishedin 1917, TheFinishedMystery, caused asplitin
theor gani zation, which cul mi natedinacleandi vi sion, the
larger groupfol lowingJ. F. Rutherford, thesmaller remain-
ing by itself. Thissmaller group sub sequently became“The
DawnBi bleStudentsAssoci ation.”

Russell wasan ego tist who schemedfor ad vance ment.
Russell had sold“MiricleWheat” claimingthat it had been
blessed and would bring forth 5 times more wheat; how-
ever, thewheat did not grow well. In 1912, J. J. Ross, Pastor
of James Street Baptist Church, Hamilton, Ontario,
publically ex posed Russell asafraud prey ing uponthe pub-
lic. Russell sued Rossfor li bel but lost. Inthetrial Russell
frequently contradictedhimself, claimingfirsttoknowthe
Greek al phabet, thenclaimingunder pressurethat hemight
makemistakesinidenti fyingtheletters, andthenfi nally ac-
mit ting that he could n’t read the al phabet at all when con-
fronted with acopy of it, prov ing himiself to be aper jurer

Russell wrotethatitisimpossi bletounder standGod' s
planof sal vationindepend ent of Russellitetheol ogy. Rus
sell alsosaid that if onestudiestheBi blealone, void of Rus
sdll’sinter pretations, that onewill walk in dark nessat the
end of two years. But Russell said thereisaray of hopefor
all those fool ish enough to study God's Word aone. If al
will adopt Russellismasaguideinbibli cal inter pretation,
mankindwill enterintoa“new” Kingdom Age; for then, by
virtue of the Russell’ sexpositions, true understanding of
theBi ble' sbasicdoctrineswill fol low.

Jehovah' sWit nessespur suethissamelineof theologi-
cal error today undertheti tleTheWatchtower Announcing
Jehovah' sKingdom.

JudgeJosephFranklinRutherford (President,1916-1942)

When Russell diedin 1916, Rutherford declared that he
was the mouth piece of Je ho vah for this age and that God
had desig nated hiswordsastheex pression of di vineman-
date, and adopted thename* Jehovah’ sWit nesses’ (1931),
partly to distinguish Rutherford’s group from the splinter
groupsthat arose af ter Rus sell’ sdeath.

Many of Russell’ sfol low erslefttheSoci ety asaresult
of thisaction by Rutherford, only to bethreat ened that they
would“suf fer destruction” if they did not repent and rec og-
nizeJehovah' swill asex pressedthroughtheSoci ety.

Rutherford led the cult to be called Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, anametakenin 1931 at Co lum bus, Ohio, to dif fer-
entiate between the Watchtower organization and those
whoremainedastruefol low ersof Russell asrepresented by
The Dawn Bible Students and the Laymen's Home Mis-
sionary Movement. Under Rutherford’s leadership, the
“Society” became known by its present common name,
“Jehovah’s Witnesses,” and its corporate name, The
Watchtower Bi bleand Tract Soci ety, withitsinter nationa
of ficeinBrook lyn, New Y ork.

Rutherford had been aspecial judge of the Eighth Ju di-
cia Cir cuit Court of Boonville, Mis souri. Rutherford also
possessed a deep, powerful voice, which was capable of
holdinglargeaudi enceswithitscrescendo-likeef fect. Rus
sell’ swritingsweredistrib uted, somefif teen or twenty mik
lioncopiesof them, over aperiod of sixty years. Rutherford

wrote over one hundred books and pamphlets, and his
worksasof 1941 had beentranslatedinto eighty languages.

Nathan Homer Knorr (Presi dent, 1942-1977)
Frederick W.Franz(Presi dent, 1977-1992)

Knorr was elected president immediately after
Rutherford’ sdeath of can cerin 1942. Knorr wasrespon s ble

for theGilead Mission ary Training School in SouthLansing,
New York. Hefol lowed dil i gently inthefoot stepsof Russall

and Rutherford. Knorr diedin Juneof 1977, and Fred er ick W.
Franz, along time leader and then vice-president of the So ci-

ety, waselected presi dent, and pi loted the Watch tower inthe
pat ternof hispredecessors. With each succeeding presi dent,

thecontrol of the Soci ety growsstronger.

Mil ton G. Henschel (1992-?)

Vice-President Mil ton G. Henschel becamepresi dent
when Franz died in 1992. Henschel is even more
“team-oriented” than was Franz regarding the high est au-
thor ity intheWatch tower, the Gov erning Body. Under the
corporate leadership of the Governing Body, the Watch-
tower publications and meetings have fewer antagonistic
denouncements of the less popular Jehovah's Witness
distinctives, such as the rejectionof birthday cel ebrations
and higher education. The Governing Body has also en-
couraged a strong evangelistic outreach overseas, the
sourceof thevast major ity of the con verts. The Gov erning
Body had continuedtheunbrokenautocracy of theSoci ety,

consistently condemningany dissension, any criti cism,and
any doubt on the part of mem bers. Some ob serv ers spec u-

|atethat who ever suc ceedsHenschel will completethetranr
si tionfromthesoledomi nationleader shipof Russell tothe

anony mousstring-pulling of the Gov erning Body .

Today

Total mem ber shipinthe Watchtower Bi bleand Tract
So ci ety asof theend of 1996 was 5,413,769. Of that num-
ber, 975,829 are members in the United States. During
1996, United States Wit nesses bap tized only 43,663 con-
verts, while worldwide the convert baptisms numbered
366,579.

Door-to-door “preaching” is an essential part of the
worksnec essary for Wit nessesto be saved, and Wit nesses
in the United States spent 178,325,740 hours “preach ing,”
with the world wideto tal in 1996 of morethan 1.4 billion
hours.“Bi ble” studies, whichareactuallybook studiesfor
Witnesses and potential converts to learn distinctive
Watch tower doc trinesand practices, arealso essentia for
spiritual progress in this system. In 1996 American Jeho-
vah's Witnesses reported conducting 530,200 “Bible”
studies, while Jehovah's Witnesses worldwide accumu
lated more than 4.8 million “Bible” studies. The annual
“Memorial” service of Jehovah's Witnesses is their
unbiblical ver sion of the“Lord’s Sup per,” and only amin-
ute fraction of the members, the “spiritual class,” or
“anointed,” partake, but all Jehovah's Witnesses and as
many friends, rel atives, and pro spectivemembersasposs-
ble are encouraged to attend. In 1996, al most 13 million
peo pleat tendedtheMemoria service. Thisisaprimere
cruiting tool, exemplifying the supposed “unity” of the
Watchtower Soci ety toawatchingworld.

Literature

Oneof themost distressingtraitsof theJehovah' sWit
nesses is their complete disregardfor histori cal factsand
dependableliterary. Jehovah’ sWitnesses now deny theo-
logical connection whatsoever with “Pastor” Charles T.
Russell, their admitted founder and first president of The
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. Since Russell was
long ago provento beaper jurer un der oath, asworn ad ver-
sary of histori cal Christianity, andascholasticfraud,itis
obvi ouswhy theWit nessesseek toavoid hisinfluenceand
memorywhenever possi ble.

Today, theWatchtower Bi bleand Tract Soci ety isclearly
the legacy of Charles Taze Russal and Judge Joseph F.
Rutherford. Magazinepubli cationsof about 832 mil lioncom-
binedissuecopiesper year, and new book ti tleseach year en-
joyingpubli cationrunsof 3to5mil lioncopieseach, indi cate
that thewrit tenword iswell ex ploited by theSoci ety.

The Watchtower publishesavari ety of Bi bletransla

tions in various languages, as well as its own translation
(carefully changed from the originals to support peculiar

Watch tower doctrine) in Eng lish, the NewWorld Transla-
tion of the Holy Scriptures. Greekinter linear New Testa
ment publications include The Kingdom Interlinear
Translation of the Greek Scriptures (1969, revised in
1985). This interlinear uses the Westcott and Hort Greek
text. One of their most important booklets is Reasoning
From the Scriptures (1985, revised in 1989), which an-
swers the most commonly challenged Watchtower inter
pretationsandteachingsfrom Scripture.

Since Rutherford' s death, all Societypublications are
issuedwithout any author creditor anony mously. TheSocr
ety posi tionisthat thispreservesthehumil ity of thecontri-
butorsandfo cusesat tentionon God' sWordandwill rather
thanonthehumanagency usedtocommuni catethat di vine
truth. Detractorspoint out that con ceal ingtheidentity of the
authorsmakesitimpossi blefor any onetoeval uatetheau-
thors' qual i fi cations, ex pertise, or author ity inthear easin
which they write.

The two signature magazines of the Society, The
Watchtower , publishedin 125languages, andAwake!, pub-
lished in eighty-one languages, are published
semi-monthly. Figures available for each of the January
1996 is sues of The Watchtower (18.9 mil lion copies) and
Awake! (15.7mil lioncopies) indi catethewidespreadinflu-
enceof theSoci ety.

Activities

Thefol low ersof theWatchtower Bi bleand Tract Soci-
ety areman agedinaclosely-controlled, tightly knit or gani-
zational structurethatisdictated fromthe Gov erning Body
inBrook lyn, New Y ork, and isnot opento any ad aptation
or revi sionfromany other authority. TheGov erning Body
isagroup of “heav enly class’ or “anointed” men (cur rently
num ber ingtwelve) presided over by Presi dent Henschel .

Prospectivemembersareen cour agedtocommit thenr
selves to the Society as quickly as possible and become
mem bersthrough bap tism by im mer sion at thelo cal con-
gregational level. New members must immediately begin
training for field work by spend ing time with older mem-
bers as they con duct their own field work. Publishers are
Wit nesseswho commitanav er ageof 1,200 hoursper year
in “fieldwork,” including door-to-door recruitment, side-
walk soliciting, and “book” studies with prospective and
new members. Thosewhodedi cateasignif i cantly greater
amount of time than 1,200 hours earn the ti tle Pioneer, to
distinguishthemfrommerepublishers.

Groups meet ing to gether arecalled congregations, but
the places where they meet are called Kingdom Halls, not
churches. Membersap pointedfromhigher-upforleader ship
arecalled Overseersor Elders Theper sonwho leadsthe el-
der meet ingsiscalled the PresidingOver seer of thecongre
gation. The Service Overseer handles service business
withinthecongregation. Ministerial Servantsaredd egated

administrativerespons bil i tiesasass stantstotheel ders.
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Circuits are associations of around twenty congrega
tions, super vised by aCir cuit Over seer. Cir cuitsor ganize
twice-a-year conventionsfor theirmember congregations.
Districts are geographical collections of circuits
(twenty-two areintheUnited States). TheDistrict Over seer
organizes the annual district convention, at whichall new
teachings and rules from the Governing Body are an-
nouncedtothemembers, and at whichnew publi cationsare
presented. Col lectionsof districtsarecalled Branches, col-
lectionsof branchesare Zones, and the Brook lyn So ci ety
of ficeiscalledtheHead quar ters.

Jehovah's Wit nesses have only one day of cer e mony
each year, theMemorial of Christ’sDeath at Passover. At
thiscer emony, heldinlargeaudi tori ums, all membersare
ex pected to be present along withfamily, friends, and pro-
spectivemem bers. Theel ementsof theLord’ sSup per are
passed through the au di ence, but only those of the anointed
or heav enly classareal lowedto par take. (That number is
now fewer than 9,000 worldwide since no one born after
1914 is considered €l i gi blefor theclass.) Jehovah'sWit
nessesreject cel ebrationof any other reli gious, national, or
cul tural hol i days(Christ mas, Easter, birthdays, Sabbathor
Sunday ceremonies, etc.) as pagan and idolatrous. Those
memberswhoarecaught partici patinginsuchhol i dayscan
be disfellowshipped.

Each Kingdom Hall hasfivemeetingsper week, which
all congregationmembersareex pectedtoat tend. ThePub-
lic Talk isusu aly held each Sunday, and the Watch tower
Study normally follows, while the Theocratic Ministry
School isusually aweek day evening meeting, fol lowed by
the Ser viceMeet ing. Each Wit nessisasorequired to at-
tend a weekly Book Study in addition to his or her own
fieldwork, and thesebook stud iesmay becon ducted by the
Wit ness. Thefield work can not beneglected, since“ev ery
one of the Wit nesses, whether serv ing at the world head-
quar ters, in branches, or in con gre gations, doesthisfield-
work of per sonally tell ing oth ersabout God’ sKing dom

Doctrinal Error
Trinity
Jehovah’' sWit nessesdeny thetrinity, claimingthatitis
not logi cal tobelievethat therearethree Godsin One. How-
ever, Biblebelieving Christiansdonot believethat thereare

“three godsin one” (Let God Be True, 100), but dobelieve
that there are three Per sons all of the same Being or Sub-

stance—coequal, coexistent,andcoeternal.

For example, God saidin Genesis 1:26, “Let us make
man inour image, af terour likeness,” notinmyimage, af ter
my likeness. Here plurality is seen, God speaking to His
coeternal Son (Christ) and addressing Himas an equal.
Genesis 11:7, with reference to the Tower of Babel, also

supportstheTri uneGoddoctrine. HereGod, speak ing asan
equal to His Son, declares, “Letusgo down and there con-

found their language’—again, plurality and equal dis

course. In the face of al these texts, the Watchtower is
strangely si lent. Still, they declarethat “thereisnobasisfor
con cludingthat theHoly Spiritisaper son.”

Thefact that theHoly Spiritisdescribed aspossessing
an activewill (“If I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you,” John 16:7), whichisthemost con cretetrait
of adistinct per sonal ity, andthat Heissaidtoex er cisethe
char acteristicsof ateacher (John 16:8), apparently all falls
on deaf earswherethe Watch tower iscon cerned.

Diety of JesusChrist

Thedeity of Christisaprimean swer to Jehovah' sWit
nesses, for sincetheTrinity isareal ity and Jesusand Jeho-
vah are“One’ and the same, then the whole frame work of
thecult col lapses.

1.(8)Isaiah7:14 “Thereforethe Lord [Je ho vah] him-
self shall giveyou asign; Behold, avir gin shall con ceive,
and bear ason, and shall call hisnamelmmanuel” (literally,
“God” or “Jehovah with us,” since Jehovah is the only
God).

(b)Isaiah9:6. “For untousachildisborn, untousason
is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, Theev er lasting Father, ThePrinceof Peace.”

(c)Mi cah5:2 “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though
thou belit tleamong thethou sands of Ju dah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlast
ing.”

o 2. John 1:1 “In the beginning [or “origin,” Greek,
arche] wasthe Word, [ Logos] and theWord waswith God,
and the Word was God [theos].”

3. John 5:18. “[He] said also that God was his Fa ther,
mak ing him self equal with God.”

4. John 20:28. “Thomas an swered and said unto him,
[Jesus} My Lord and my God.”

We seg, then, that our Lord was equal with God the Fa
ther andtheHoly SpiritinHisdi vinenature, thoughinferior
(asaman), by choice, inHishuman natureasthelast Adam
(John 14:28; 1 Corinthi ans 15:45-47).

The Resurrection of Christ

Jehovah's Witnesses deny the bodily resurrection of
theLord JesusChrist and claim that Hewasraised a“ di vine
spiritbeing” or asan“invisi blespirit creature.” They state
that Je sus sim ply took hu man forms as He needed them,

which en abled Him to be seen, for asthe Word [ Logos] He
would havebeeninvisi bletothehumaneye. Inshort, Jesus

did not ap pear in the same form that hung upon the cross
since that body either “dissolved into gases or ... is pre-

served somewhere asthe grand memoria of God'slove.”
This, in spite of Paul’s directref utationin1Timothy 2.5,

where he calls “the man Christ Jesus’ our only media
tor—somethirty yearsaf tertheresurrection! Christhimself

proph esied Hisown bodily resur rection, and Johntellsus

“He spake of the tem ple of Hisbody” (John 2:21).

The Physi cal Returnof Christ

Jehovah’' sWit nessesdeclarethat Christreturnedtothe
tem plein 1914 and cleansed it by 1918 for judg ment upon
sinful men and Satan’s organizations. They affirm that
sinceHedid not risephysi cally, nei therwill Hereturnphys
icaly.

The physi cal return of Christ isthe “blessed hope” of
Bi blebelieving Christians(Titus 2:13), and the language
usedtoportrayitsvisi blecer taintyismostex plicit. In Titus
The language is self-explanatory. When the Lord returns
withHissaints, “ev ery eyeshall seeHim” (Mat thew 24:30,
cf. Revelation 1:7). How then can Jehovah's Witnesses
claimthat Hehasal ready returnedbutisinvisi ble? Thean-
swer isthey cannot andstill remainhonest scriptur ally. To
fur ther establish thesegreat truths, theapostle Paul writing
toTimothyinlTimothy6:14clearly statesthat theLord Je
sus will appear physi cally. In1 Thessalonians 4:16-17the
Lord' sreturnisrevealed asbeing visi bleandaudi ble, not
invisibleasJehovah’ sWitnessesaf firm. Thedoctrineof the
physi cal returnof Christ cannot bedeniedwithout alsode
ny ing God' sWord.

Hell and Eternal Punishment

Jehovah'sWit nessteach that hell (sheol)isliter aly “the
grave,” theplacewheremor talsawait theresur rection. Jeho-
vah' sWit nessesdescribedeath asbeing un con sciousnessor
extinction. Degth in the bibli cal sensead waysmeanssepara
tionand never meansextinctionor anni hi lation. “ Thesoul that
sinneth ... itshal die’ (Ezekiel 18:4) isaref er encetothetime
when Adam sinned and his soul be came separated from God
in the sense of fellowship—andconsequently, as a result of
sin, al men dieor are sep arated from God by Adam’ saswell
astheirownsins. But Godhasprovidedareconcili ationforus
intheper sonof HisSon, andweare” bornagain,” regener ated
and rec on ciled to God by the sac ri fice of His Son “in whom
we havere demption through hisblood, even thefor giveness
of sins’ (Colossians1:14, cf. John 3:3-7, 15-16; 2 Corinthi ans
5:17-21). So then deathisnot ex tinc tion but con sciousex is
tence, asisdemonstratedinMat thew 17:1-3, whenMosesand
Eli jahtalked with Christ. Mo ses body wasdead but Mosesas
aliv ing soul spoketo Christ, and hewasdiveand con scious!
Sub stanti ating all thisisChrist’ sowndeclaration, “1 anthe
resurrection, and the life; he that believ ethin me, though he
weredead, yet shal helive: Andwhosoever livethand believ-
ethinmeshall never die’ (John 11:25-26). Therefore, deathis
only theseparationbetween, nottheextinctionof, per sona i
ties(Isaiah 59:1-2; seeaso 2 Corinthi ans5:8).
For tometo liveis Chrigt, and to dieis gain. But if | live in the
flesh, thisisthe fruit of my la bour: yet what | shall choose | wot

not. For | aminastrait betwixt two, havingadesireto depart,
and to be with Christ; which isfar better. Philippians 1:21-23
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But though we, or an an gel from heaven, preach any
other gos pel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him beac cursed. Aswe said before, sosay |
now again, |If any man preach any other gos pel unto you
than that ye havere ceived, let him beac cursed.
Galatians 1:8-9
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