How to know
God’s Perfect Will
for your life
The Apos tle Paul lists four re quire ments which must be
met in or der to know God’s per fect will for your life:
Romans 12:1 I be seech you there fore, [1] breth ren, by
the mer cies of God, that ye [2] pres ent your bod ies a living sac ri fice, holy, ac cept able unto God, which is your
rea son able ser vice. 2 And [3] be not con formed to this
world: but [4] be ye trans formed by the re new ing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and ac ceptable, and per fect, will of God. You can prove, i.e., know
with as sur ance, God’s per fect will for your life if you are:
(1) saved, (2) surrendered, (3) separated, and (4) spir i tually minded.
I. You Must be SAVED from your sin ful con di tion and be
a child of God through the new birth in or der to know
God’s per fect will for your life:Romans 12:1 I be seech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God... You
must be a brother/sis ter in Christ!
A. Be ing born once makes you a child of Adam in the
family of humanity. Romans 3:23 For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Romans
5:12 Where fore, as by one man sin en tered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned.
B. Be ing born again makes you a child of God, SAVED
from the sinful nature you inherited from Adam:
John 3:3 Je sus an swered and said unto him, Ver ily,
ver ily, I say unto thee, Ex cept a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God... 7 Marvel not
that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again... 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot ten Son, that who so ever be liev eth in him should
not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.
C. All hu man ity is di vided into 2 groups: (1) be liev ers
in Christ, and (2) un be liev ers.
1. You must be in the group that be lieves in Christ in
order to know God’s perfect will for your life!
John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not con demned...
2. Unbelievers are condemned already: John 3:18
...but he that be liev eth not is con demned al ready,
because he hath not believed in the name of the
only be got ten Son of God.
D. God has a per fect will and plan for each of his children,as shown by a multitude of Scrip tures: Psalm
143:10 Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God..
Ephe sians 5:17 Where fore be ye not un wise, but under stand ing what the will of the Lord is. Colossians

1:9 ... be filled with the knowl edge of his will in all
wis dom and spir i tual un der stand ing... 4:12 ...al ways
labouring fer vently for you in prayers, that ye may
stand per fect and com plete in all the will of God. Hebrews 10:9 Then said he[Je sus], Lo, I come to do thy
will, O God... 36 For ye have need of pa tience, that,
af ter ye have done the will of God, ye might re ceive
the promise. I John 2:17 And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth for ever. Luke 22:42 Say ing, Fa ther,
if thou be will ing, re move this cup from me: nev erthe less not my will, but thine, be done.
II. You must be SURRENDERED unto God in order to
know God’s perfect will for your life: Romans 12:1
...that ye pres ent your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy, accept able unto God, which is your rea son able ser vice.
A. Je sus said to all who would fol low Him: Luke 9:23
And he said to them all, If any man will come af ter
me, let him deny him self, and take up his cross daily,
and fol low me. Don’t be self cen tered, self ishly satis fy ing per sonal de sires. Don’t do it your way; do it
God’s way!
B. Surrendered Chris tians are ser vants who have
yielded their tal ents, time, and pos ses sions to God:
Romans 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doc trine which was de liv ered you... 22
But now be ing made free from sin, and be come servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eter nal life through Je sus
Christ our Lord. I Co rin thi ans 6:19 What? know ye
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not
your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God’s.
C. Be care ful of your ap pear ance and the ap pear ance of
all your activities: I Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain
from all appearance of evil. Nothing that we do
should ap pear evil!
1. Men must appear distinctively masculine and
women must ap pear dis tinc tively fem i nine!Styles
and pat terns of dress may change, but clear dis tinctions in appearance for men and women must be
maintained!
a. Deuteronomy 22:5 The woman shall not wear
that which pertaineth unto a man, nei ther shall a
man put on a woman’s gar ment: for all that do so
are abom i na tion unto the LORD thy God.
b. I Co rin thi ans 11:14 Doth not even na ture it self
teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a
shame unto him? 15 But if a woman have long
hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her
for a cov er ing.

2. All activities must be pleasing to the Lord!
Colossians 3:17 And what so ever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Je sus, giv ing
thanks to God and the Fa ther by him.
3. All conversations must be pleasing to the Lord!
James 3:10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things
ought not so to be... 3:13 Who is a wise man and
en dued with knowl edge among you? let him shew
out of a good con ver sa tion his works with meekness of wisdom... 5:12 But above all things, my
breth ren, swear not, nei ther by heaven, nei ther by
the earth, nei ther by any other oath: but let your yea
be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into con demnation.
III. You Must be SEP A RATED from the world in or der to
know God’s perfect will for your life: Romans 12:2
...And be not con formed to this world... God gives us
many examples to encourage us to separate from the
world’s sin ful ac tiv i ties.
A. Conform to God’s perfections rather than to sinful
world li ness:I John 2:15 Love not the world, nei ther
the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him... 3:13
Mar vel not, my breth ren, if the world hate you... 5:19
And we know that we are of God, and the whole
world lieth in wick ed ness. John 15:18 If the world
hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated
you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own: but be cause ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you... 17:15 I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of
the world, even as I am not of the world. Colossians
3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God. 2 Set your af fec tion on things above,
not on things on the earth.
B. Conform to God’s precepts rather than to worldly
prin ci ples:Psalm 119:159 Con sider how I love thy
precepts: quicken me, O LORD, according to thy
lovingkindness.
1. Avoid worldly prin ci ples of sin ful men.
a. Isaiah 29:13 Wherefore the Lord said, For asmuch as this people draw near me with their
mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but
have re moved their heart far from me... 15 Woe
unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel
from the LORD, and their works are in the dark,
and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth
us?
b. Daniel 9:4 And I prayed unto the LORD my
God, and made my con fes sion, and said... 5 We
have sinned, and have com mit ted in iq uity, and

have done wick edly, and have re belled, even by
de part ing from thy pre cepts and from thy judgments..13 As it is writ ten in the law of Mo ses, all
this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our
prayer be fore the LORD our God, that we might
turn from our iniquities, and understand thy
truth...
2. Honor the precepts of God: Psalm 119:45 And I
will walk at lib erty: for I seek thy pre cepts... 63 I
am a com pan ion of all them that fear thee, and of
them that keep thy pre cepts... 93 I will never for get
thy precepts: for with them thou hast quickened
me... 100 I un der stand more than the an cients, because I keep thy pre cepts... 104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every
false way... 128 There fore I es teem all thy pre cepts
con cern ing all things to be right; and I hate ev ery
false way... 168 I have kept thy pre cepts and thy
tes ti mo nies: for all my ways are be fore thee... 173
Let thine hand help me; for I have cho sen thy precepts.
C. Conform to God’s pleasures rather than yield to
worldly lusts. Choose pleasurable activities care fully: Psalm 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path of
life: in thy pres ence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand
there are plea sures for ev er more. He brews 11:24 By
faith Mo ses, when he was come to years, re fused to
be called the son of Pha raoh’s daugh ter; 25
Choosing rather to suf fer af flic tion with the peo ple
of God, than to en joy the plea sures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the trea sures in Egypt: for he had re spect
unto the recompence of the re ward.
D. Con form to God li ness with con tent mentrather than
to cov et ing worldly pos ses sions: I John 2:15 Love
not the world, nei ther the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Fa ther is
not in him. Mat thew 13:22 He also that re ceived seed
among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the
care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches,
choke the word, and he becometh un fruit ful. I Tim othy 6:6 But god li ness with con tent ment is great gain.
7 For we brought noth ing into this world, and it is
cer tain we can carry noth ing out. 8 And hav ing food
and rai ment let us be there with con tent. 9 But they
that will be rich fall into temp ta tion and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in de struc tion and per di tion. 10 For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted af ter, they have erred from the faith, and pierced
them selves through with many sor rows. 11 But thou,
O man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, god liness, faith, love, pa tience,
meekness.

IV. You must be SPIRITUALLY MINDED in order to
know God’s perfect will for your life: Romans 12:2
...but be ye trans formed by the re new ing of your mind...
A. Re new your mind through God’s Word: II Tim o thy
2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
work man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid ing the word of truth.
B. Re new your mind with Bi ble study so that you may
do good works: II Timothy 3:16 All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doc trine, for re proof, for cor rec tion, for in struc tion
in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be
per fect, throughly fur nished unto all good works.
C. Re new your mind in the clean way of God: Psalm
119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by tak ing heed thereto ac cord ing to thy word.
10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me
not wan der from thy com mand ments. 11 Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee.
D. Re new your mind and learn to do well: Isa iah 1:17
Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the op pressed, judge the fa ther less, plead for the widow. 18
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: though your sins be as scar let, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool. Titus 3:14 And let ours also
learn to main tain good works for nec es sary uses, that
they be not un fruit ful.
E. Renew your mind and learn the Truth: Matthew
11:28 Come unto me [Jesus], all ye that la bour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my bur den is light. John
14:6 Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me.
F. Re new your mind and learn NOT the way of evil:
Jer e miah 10:2 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the
way of the hea then, and be not dis mayed at the signs
of heaven; for the hea then are dis mayed at them.
V. You can prove, i.e., know with as sur ance, God’s per fect
will for your life if you are: (1) saved, (2) surrendered,
(3) separated, and (4) spir i tu ally minded. Romans 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye pres ent your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy,
ac cept able unto God, which is your rea son able ser vice.
2 And be not con formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the re new ing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and ac cept able, and per fect, will of
God.
A. Prove, i.e., know with as sur ance, that ev ery ac tion is
in har mony with God’s per fect will.I Thessalonians
5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Ephe sians 5:10 Proving what is ac cept able unto the
Lord.
B. Knowing and do ingGod’s per fect will brings eter nal
blessings: I John 2:17 And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever.
C. Un der stand ing God’s perfect will brings wisdom:
Ephe sians 5:17 Where fore be ye not un wise, but under stand ing what the will of the Lord is.
D. Knowing and do ing God’s per fect will is ac cept able
to God:Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth, and
the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy
sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
Prov erbs 10:32 The lips of the righ teous know what
is ac cept able: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh
frowardness. Eccle si as tes 12:10 The preacher
sought to find out ac cept able words: and that which
was written was upright, even words of truth.
Romans 14:18 For he that in these things serveth
Christ is ac cept able to God, and ap proved of men.
VI. Ad di tional notes con cern ing God’s per fect will.
A. Just do it!! Don’t pray about whether you should do
some thing that God’s word com mands or pro hib its.
Don’t wait for some spe cial vi sion, mir a cle, or emotional experience before you do what God com mands in His word! Psalm 40:8 I de light to do thy
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.
B. Obey God now!! Do what you already understand.
Mat thew 6:10 Thy king dom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven.
C. Do any thing God wants!! Be will ing to ac ceptGod’s
per fect will be fore you know it. Psalm143:10 Teach
me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is
good; lead me into the land of up right ness.
D. God will give you cor rect de sires when your life is in
harmony with God’s perfect will. Proverbs 10:24
...the de sire of the righ teous shall be granted. Proverbs 11:23 The de sire of the righ teous is only good...
Isaiah 26:8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O
LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our
soul is to thy name, and to the re mem brance of thee.
Mark 11:24 There fore I say unto you, What things
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. Romans 10:1
Brethren, my heart’s de sire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. He brews 11:16 But
now they de sire a better coun try, that is, an heav enly:
where fore God is not ashamed to be called their God:
for he hath pre pared for them a city. I Pe ter 2:2 As
new born babes, de sire the sin cere milk of the word,
that ye may grow thereby.
E. Pre vi ous dis obe di ence will not stop you from knowing and do ing God’s per fect will now!
1. Pe ter lied at the trial of Je sus, and said with curs ing
and swearing that he was not a Christian. Mark

14:70 And he denied it again. And a little after,
they that stood by said again to Pe ter, Surely thou
art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy
speech agreeth thereto. 71 But he began to curse
and to swear, say ing, I know not this man of whom
ye speak. 72 And the sec ond time the cock crew.
And Pe ter called to mind the word that Je sus said
unto him, Be fore the cock crow twice, thou shalt
deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he
wept.
a. W h e n
P e ter
con verted
(Greek
epistrepho—turned) from his sin of denying
Christ, he strength ened oth ers: Luke 22:32 But I
[Jesus] have prayed for thee [Peter],that thy
faith fail not: and when thou art converted,
strengthen thy breth ren.
b. All Chris tians are still sin ners saved by God’s
grace, and God prom ises to re store them and use
them for His pur pose: I John 1:8 If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive our selves, and the
truth is not in us. 9 If we con fess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.
2. Paul (also called Saul) was a great sinner whom
God made into a won der ful bless ing to all!
a. Paul (Saul) helped mur der faith ful Ste phen and
per se cuted Chris tians; but God saved Paul from
his sins: Acts 8:1 And Saul was con sent ing unto
his [Ste phen’s]death. And at that time there was
a great persecution against the church which
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
abroad through out the re gions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men
carried Stephen to his burial, and made great
lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made
havock of the church, en ter ing into ev ery house,
and hal ing men and women com mit ted them to
prison.
b. God saved Paul from his sins, and made Paul an
apos tle and a bless ing to all: I Co rin thi ans 15:9
For I [Paul] am the least of the apos tles, that am
not meet to be called an apos tle, be cause I per secuted the church of God. Philippians 3:13
Brethren, I count not myself to have ap prehended: but this one thing I do, for get ting those
things which are be hind, and reach ing forth unto
those things which are be fore, 14 I press to ward
the mark for the prize of the high call ing of God
in Christ Je sus. I Tim o thy 1:15 This is a faith ful
say ing, and wor thy of all ac cep ta tion, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief. 16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Je sus Christ might
shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to
them which should here af ter be lieve on him to
life ev er last ing.

VII. God’s per fect will brings abun dant life. John 7:38 He
that be liev eth on me [Jesus]... out of his belly shall flow
rivers of liv ing wa ter... 10:10 I am come that they might
have life, and that they might have it more abun dantly...
14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be trou bled, nei ther let it be afraid.
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