Witnessing to theNew Age and
Far-Eastern Mystical Un-Christian Cults

Examineyour selvesbeforewit nessingtoothers!!

Wit nessing for Je sus Christ re quiresthat we (1) tell that we
have repented (changed our minds) from trusting our selvesin
stead of God and have faith (trust) in Je sus Christ to save usfrom

our sinsandtoreconcileusto God, and (2) proveby our livesthat

we have been born again as new creaturesin Je sus Christ.
2Corinthi ans13:5Examineyour selves, whether yebeinthe
faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how

that Jesus Christisinyou, ex cept yeberep ro bates?
Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re-

pentancetoward God, andfaithtoward our Lord JesusChrist.
1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of cor rupt ible seed, but of in-
cor rupt ible, by theword of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

What isan Un-Christian cult?

An Un-Chrigtian cult isany group claim ing to be Christian
whichdif ferssignif i cantly inoneor morerespectsastobelief or

prac tice from those Christian groups which are re garded asthe

nor mal ex pressionsof Christianityinourtotal cul ture. Typicaly,

acultisagroup of peo plegath ered about aspecific per sonor per-

son’ smisinter pretation of theBi bleansgospel message.
Galatians 1:7-8 ... There be some that trou ble you, and would per-
vert the gos pel of Christ. But though we, or an an gel from
heaven, preach any other gos pel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be ac cursed.

Basic Christian theology vs the Cults

Sour ceof author ity: theBi ble, God’ sHoly Word.
Jesusidenti fiedthetotd ity of God' sWordastheul ti mateguide
tothetruththat setsabeliever asideuntorighteousness (sanctifies).
John 17:17 Sanc tify them through thy truth: thy word istruth.
2Timothy 2:15 Sudyto shew thy self ap proved unto God, awork man
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di viding theword of truth.
Thecultsusually fol low thefalseteaching of aleader who
misinter pretstheBi bleand/or presentsanew errant prophecy.
2 Peter 2:1 But there were fal se proph ets al so among the peo ple,
even asthere shall be fal se teach ers among you, who privily shall
bringindamnableher esies, evendenyingthelLordthat bought
them, and bring upon them selves swift de struc tion.

TheGodhead: aTrinity of three Per sonsinoneBeing.

Most cults deny that our Tri une God is One Being com-
prised of the three persons: God the Father, God the Holy
Spirit, and God the Son Je sus Christ. But in the Bi ble:

(1) Jesus identifies the Trinity in the Great Commission
given to His churches. Matthew28:19 Goyetherefore, and

teach all nations, bap tizing themin the name of the Fa ther, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

(2) Paul mentionstheper sonsof the Trinity ashedescribes
themystery of godli ness. 1 Timothy 3:16 Andwith out contro

versy great isthemystery of god li ness: God wasmani festinthe
flesh, justi fied in the Spirit, seen of an gel's, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed onintheworld, received upintoglory.

(3) ThosedenyingJesusisL ordareor dainedtocondemnation.

Jude 3-4 ...Ear nestly con tend for the faith which wasoncedeliv
ered unto the saints. For there are cer tain men crept in un awares,
whowerebeforeof old or dainedto thiscondemnation, ungodly
men, turningthegraceof our Godintolascivi ousness, and deny
ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Je sus Christ.

(4) Lagtingjoy isintheLord! No cult mem ber will betruly

happy nor have peacein hisheart until heknowswho Jesusre
alyisandtrustsJesusaslLord and Sav ior. Philippians4:4 Re-
joiceintheLord al way: and again | say, Rejoice.

Humannature,sin,andsal vation: sinenteredhumanity be
cause of Adam'’s transgressionand all mankindaresinful in
needof sal vation. Romans5:12 Wherefore, asby oneman [Adam]
sinentered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned... 19 For asby oneman's [Adam’ 5]
disobedi encemanyweremadesinners, so by theobedi enceof one[Je-
sug shall many be made righ teous. Romans 3:23 For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God... 6:23 For thewages of Sniis
death; but the gift of God iseter nal lifethrough Je sus Christ our Lord.
Salvation: sd vationisall of grace(unmeritedfavor), bothob
tained and main tained by God's grace and not by man’'s workd
Man’ sgood works of faith fol low sa vation and show that thebe-
liever has been born again asanew creaturein Christ. Ephesians
2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves: itisthegift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
For wearehiswork man ship, created in Christ Je susunto good
works, which God hath before or dained that we should walk in them.
All cultsvi olatethesedi rect state mentsof God. All cults
teach that aper sonissaved from God'’ sjudg ment of hell by do-

ing someform of good works. Each cult dif fersindescription
of the good worksthat s per son must do to earntheright to en-
ter God' sheaven, but all cultsteach sal vationby humanworks.
Cultsmay rec og nizethat Christini ti atesor com pletesthe sal-
vationof abeliever, butthebeliever’ sworksarenec essary to
obtainandmaintainthissal vation.

No cult member has assurance of salvation. Since dl cult
mem bersbelievethat they arework ing their way to heaven, they

havenoassur anceof sal vationandeter nal lifeinChrist. Thecults
all believethat specificsinswill causeacult member tolosehis
sal vationanddiewithout hope. Cult membersfi nancialy support
their cults, visit frequently and wit nessreg ularly duetotheir fear

of losingtheir sal vationif they donot obey their cultlead ers. One
cult mem ber told Dr. Terrell that he prayed for God to save him

ev ery day just in case he had done something that day that might

have caused him to lose his sa vation. No cult mem ber hasthe

peaceandjoy that thetruebeliever’ ssecurityin Christprovides!
Romans 8:38-39 For | am per suaded, that nei ther death, nor life,
nor angels, nor princi pal i ties, nor powers, nor thingspresent, nor
thingsto come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be ableto sep arate usfromthelove of God, whichisin
Christ Jesusour Lord. Ephesians 1:12-14 That we should beto
the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye
also trusted, af ter that ye heard theword of truth, the gos pel of
your sal vation: inwhomalso af ter that ye believed, yewere
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which isthe ear nest of
our inher i tanceuntil theredemptionofthepur chasedpossession,
unto the praise of his glory.

New Age and Far-Eastern Mystical
Un-Christian Cults

Far-Easternmysti cal cultsintheU.S. areuni fied under the
umbrella term, New Age. The New Age Cults are a large,
loosdly structured network of organizations and individuals
(e.g., Actress Shirley MacLaine) united by common values
based in mysticism and monism (the world view that all is
one). New Agers have acom mon vi sion of acomingnew age
of peace and mass enlightenment, the Age of Aquarius. This
ex pected New Agewill ex pand global peace, massspiri tual en
lightenmentandspiritual advancement.

TheNew Agemovementisacol lectionsof cultsemphasiz
ingspirituality,health, politics,education,andbusi nessseeking
todi rectthepath of soci ety. New Agecultssharemany beliefsin
common, but often hold numerous distinctive doctrines and
may disagreewith each other onsignif i cantissues.

Sour ceof author ity: Far-easternmysti cism(e.g., Hinduism)
blended with Christian terminology and materialism (induk
gence) instead of Hindu asceti cism (self-denial).

New Age beliefs are based on the mid-1800 teach ings of
Phineas P. Quimby, termed New Thought or Mind Cult, and
theteach ings of Hel enaPetrovnaBlavatsky who founded the
Theoso phy Cultin 1875. Quimby was also ateacher of Mary
Baker Eddy, founder of the Christian Sci entist Cult.

TheGodhead: monism/pantheism,beingofinclusiveoneness.
New Age cultsdefine God asone-ism or monism, i.e., as
anim per sonal forceper vadingall creation suchthat all isone
andoneisall. New Agersar guethat ev ery thingisul ti mately
God (all-God or pantheism). Thisblend of contradictory mo-
nismand pantheismconcludesthat thereisreally noyouor me
distinction. Asintheer ror of Hin duism, thereisonly onebig
impersonal “1” which includesev ery per sonand ev ery thing
(trees, rocks, ani mals, etc.). How ever, Genesis1revealsthat
GodisseparateanddistinctfromHiscreation. TheBi blealso
revealsthat Godisanintel li gent, compassionate, and per sonal
Being, theonly living and true God. Jer emiah31:3TheLORD
hath ap peared of old unto me, say ing, Yea, | have loved thee with
anever lastinglove: thereforewithlovingkindnesshavel drawn
thee. 1 John 3:20 ...God is greater than our heart, and knoweth
all things. 1 Thessalonians 1:9 ...yeturned to God fromidolsto
servetheliving and true God.

Humannature,sin,and salvation: Manisreally Godandsin
isanunread il lusion.

New Agers decide for themselves what is right because
they claimtobe Godwhoisal inal. Evil/sinaremisdi rected

thought origi nat inginthemind. New Agers savethem selves
by their works of mental/spiritual enlightenment through

learningtothink cor rectly, i.e., god-redlization.

Astrology
Astrology believe the positions and movements of the
stars and planets (cosmos) directly influencehumanevents

andcanberead by ini ti atestoprovideinfor mationfor guiding
one's life. Astrologers claim that personality and character

weak nesses/strengthsareaf fectedby astrologi cal movements.
U.S. Presi dentand Nancy Reagan (onceafol lower of occultist

JeanneDixon) sched uled activ i tiesbased on astrol o ger Joan
Quigley’s forecasts. Astrology horoscopes are widely pub-

lishedbut areob servedtobecor rect lessthat 10% of thetime.
God condemns involvement with fortune tellers such as

the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators
(Isaiah47:12-15). God' speo ple mustlearn not the way of the

hea then, and be not dis mayed at the signs of heaven; for the
heathen aredismayed at them(Jer emiah 10:2).

Baha'ism
Baha'ism is a non-Christian cult that began in Iran in the
nineteenthcentury withayoungreli giouslranianbusi nessman

knownasMirza Ali Muhammad, whocametobelievehimsdlf
tobeadi vinemani festationprojectedintotheworld of timeand

space as a Bab (Gate) lead ing to anew erafor man kind.
The Baha cult claims that the religious leaders of the

world had forgotten their common origin. Baha'ism claims
that Moses, Jesus, Mohammed, Zoroaster, Buddha, Confu
cius, Krishna, and Lao were equal proph ets, mir roring God's
glory, messengersbear ingtheim print of the Great Creator. In

addi tion, Baha ismclaimsthat Baha u’ llah, whosenamelit er-
aly means the glory of God, isthelast great mani festation of

theDi vineBeing. Thefocusof Baha ismisof tenpopularized
as TheOnenessof God, TheOnenessof Reli gion, andtheOne

nessof Humanity.

Occultism
TheNew Agemeth odsarenot new but areformsof Bibli-
callyforbiddenancientoccultism(Latin,hidden/secretthings)
includingastrol ogy, spiritism, palm reading, and witchcraft.
New Age occult tools include Ouiji boards, crystals, tarot
cards, etc., and are used to gain knowledge that helps them

unite with the great One.
New Agers employ numerous occult practices. The fol-

low ingwordsand phrasesserveaswarning signsthat apar tic-
ular belief, practice, or groupisinvolved with the New Age

movementandincompati blewiththeChristianfaith. Thesein-
clude: monism, pantheism, reincarnation, karma, evolution,
personal transformation, unlimited human potential, reality
creating, en ergy align ment, energy healing, en ergy focusing,
attunement, at-one-ment, enlightenment, inner power,
goddess within, mother earth, sensory deprivation, intuitive
abilities, near-death experiences, chakras, gurus, Tarot,
Kabbalah, pyramids, crystal, power, auras, color balancing,

psychic centering, UFOs, extraterrestrials, brotherhood of
light, higher con sciousness, cosmic consciousness, the Christ,
ascended masters, spirit guides, meditation, yoga, guided
imagery, visualization, astral projection, silver cord, inner
light, out-of-body experiences, mystics, metaphysical, holistic
healing, therapeutic touch, biofeedback, transpersonal
psychology, hypnotherapy, paranormal, parapsychology,



higher self, personal transfor mation, valuesclarification.
Deuter on omy 8:10-12 There shall not be found among you

any onethat ...useth divi nation, or an ob server of times, or an
enchanter, or awitch. 11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with

familiar spirits,or a wizard, or anecromancer. 12 For all that
dothesethingsareanabomi nationuntothe LORD...

Spiritism
Spiritism, or mediumship attempts to communicate with
@ ther departedhumanspiritsor other piri tua enti ties(famil iar
spirits). Channding isthemodernspiritistpracticewhereénAs
cended Masters (persons who have dlegedly died and pro-
gressed to higher levels of knowledge) and other departed
indi viduastransmit sup posed truthsthrough aphysi cally em-
bodied per sonto helpthosesearching for enlight enment. The
channel istheper sonreceivingthespiritistinfor mationfromer-
ther the higher sdf[one€’'s mogt spiri tua part beyond the corn-
sciousmind] orametaphysi cd entity fromaspiri tua red ity.
Al thoughthesespiri tual enti tieschanneled clamwidely
dif ferentidenti ties theirteachingsareessentialy thesame: (1)
Godisall; (2) manisGod; (3) man createshisownred ity; (4)
deathisunred; and (5) the self iswhereall truth re sides.
Most spiritistchannelsareprobably char latanstryingto
makeadishonestdol lar; how ever,asomemay par tici patein
voluntary demon possession. God tells His people not to
practicedivinationof any kind (L eviti cus19:26) andfor bade
them to consult mediums and spiritists (Leviticus 19:31;
20:6; Deuter onomy 18:9-12). God equatesastrol ogy toidol
atry and commanded Isragl to put to death all sor cer ers, me-
diums,andspiritists(Exodus22:18; Leviti cus20:27).
Notthestars, but Godisour ruler andguide. Spiritismis
therejectionof Christ. Isaiah8:19 Andwhen they shall say
unto you, Seek unto themthat havefamil iar spir its, and unto
wizardsthat peep, and that mut ter: should not a peo ple seek
untotheir God? for theliving tothedead? Deuter onomy 18:14
-15 For these nations, which thou shalt pos sess, hear kened unto
observersoftimes, and unto di vin ers: but asfor thee, the LORD
thy God hath not suf fered thee so to do. 15 The LORD thy God

will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy
breth ren, like unto me; unto himye shall hear ken.

Transcendental Meditation(TM)

Maharishi Mahesh Yogi was founded TM as a religious
exercise or philosophy. TM is a yoga, a spiritud practice of
Hindu meditation and asceticism which includes performing
specific bodily postures. In the 1970's Maharishi dtered his
Hindumysti ca ter mi nol ogy and promoted TM inthe U.S. as
scientificaly sound, nonreligious psychologica exercise de-
sgnedtorelieve stress, to bring peaceto thein ner man with a
posi tiveef fectonsoci ety, andtoenabletheadvancedpractitio
nertopartici pateinastra projection(soul leavingthebody) and
levitation. Most Westerners are unaware of TM's far-eastern
Hindumysti cal reli giouspresuppos tionsandnature.

UFOs

New AgersareobsessedwithUFOsandex trater restrial
life. New Agers have bor rowed the term channeling from

the spiritismand theearly fly ing-saucer move ment of the
1950’ swhen anum ber of peo plestarted goingintotrances
and let ting the so-called space broth erstalk through them.
Numerous aliens now being chan neled givemessagesvery
similar to the ones coming from Ascended Masters and
other de parted spir its. New Agersclaim that the UFO mis
sionisto raise our con Scious NESS SO We can rec og hize our
ownindividual Godhood.

Thetone of UFO mes sages and thelink they havewith
New Ageoccultismindi catesthat UFO’ sareprobably de
monic in origin. Dr. Terrell has personally interviewed
Christianswho claimed to have sighted UFO’ scontaining
aliens. Satan seemsto betheauthor of thisconfusionwhich
may include hypnosis. A Christian should avoid seeking
contact with UFQO's, astrologers, witches, palm-readers,
etc, since such contact is invitingSatantoinfluenceyour
life. If aper son seeksad vicefrom cultsthat arein fluenced
by Satan, beassuredthat Satanwill try toinfluencethat per-
son’slifetodraw himintoculticer ror. DonotinviteSatan
toinfluenceyour lifeby delvingintoculticpractices!

John 8:44 Ye are of your fa ther the devil, and the lusts of your
father yewill do. Hewasamur derer fromthebegin ning, and

abode not in the truth, be cause thereisno truth in him. When
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for heisaliar, and
the father of it.1 Peter 5:8 Besober, bevigi lant; be causeyour
ad ver sarythedevil, asaroar ing lion, walketh about, seeking

whomhemay devour.

Rosicrucianism
Rosicrucianismisnot anor ganizedreli gionandissimi-

lar tothefrater nal fel low shipof Masonicor ders. Named af-
ter Christian Rosenkreuz (14th or 15th century) and

headquarteredin Cal i for nia, Rosicrucianismisamysti cal
brother hood providing secret knowl edgethat will resultin

supposedself-mastery. Sal vationispuri fi cationof themind
resulting from multiple reincarnations and spiritual ad-
vancements.
Theosophy

Theoso phy asacult system derivesitsnamefromthe
Greek term theosophia, meaningliteraly,di vinewisdom.
Theoso phy claimstobeacontemporary presentationof a
perennial wisdom underlying the world's religions, sci-
ences, and phi losophies.

Actually, Theosophy is a pantheistic form of ancient

Gnosticism, which attempts to embrace religious, philo-
sophical, and scientific truth as it is found in all

religio-philosophical sources. ThomasEdi son, inventor of
thelight bulb, wasaTheoso phist.

A Russianwoman, Madam Hel enaBlavatsky, founded
the Theolophical Soci ety in 1875 claiming that Theosoply

wasatypeof spiritism. Theoso phistsclaimthat Mahatmas
or Masters are highly evolved ex am ples of advancedrein

car nationswhosedwell ing placeissomewhereinremote
Tibet. Madam Blavatsky claimsthat she was pos sessed by

these di vine beings who used her ser vicesto teach there-

stored truths of thegreat reli gions of theworld, which have
been perverted by mankind. Theosophists claim there are

seven planesof progressionthroughwhichthereincar nated
souls of men must progress on their way to the Theose

phists' heaven or Devachan. Theosophy’s heaven is actu
aly thenirvana of Bud dhism, wheretheab sorption of the

per sonal ity or the soul into atype of world soul eventually
extinguishes persond identity. Theosophy offers no for-

givenessfor sinex cept throughmyr i adsof reincar nations
ever progressingtoward Devachan.

Unification

The Uni fi cation Churchisone of the best cultsat dis
guisingitsunusual, nontradi tional beliefsfromtheunsus
pecting secular world. The Unification Church, founded
andled by theself-proclaimed messiah, SunMyungMoon,
demonstrates the growing trend toward New Age beliefs
worldwide. Thedistinctivefeaturesof thiskind of cultin-
clude (1) its habit of conducting business, especially re-
cruiting, under mul ti plepseud onymsor anony mously; (2)
its Westernization of Eastern religious ideas; and (3) its
misinter pretationsof Scripturetoper suadeoutsidersthatits
Eastern religious orientation is compatible with and, in-
deed, is the fulfillment of Biblical Christianity. Groups
suchastheUni fi cation Churcharefurther char acterizedby
widespread, andforceful psy chologi cal pressureon mem:
bersto con form and re main loyal to the group at all costs.
Thispsy chologi cal pressureispresentinall thecults, butit
moreobvi ouswithgroupsnewly ar rivedin Americawhose
convertsaremainly young peo plefromfami lieswho have
hadlittleor no previ ousex po suretothegroup.

The Hare Krishnas, Transcendental Meditation, the
Church Universal and Tri umphant, and other simi lar cult
groupssharemany of samefeaturesof theUni fi cation Cult,
but each hasitsown unique ex pression of er ror.

Unity School of Christianity

TheUnity cult of Lee’'sSum mit, Missouri, of ferspros
per ity, peace, and healthtoall peopleof al faiths. Unity has
nomember shipandfol low ersmay remainmembersof their
own churches.

Al though Unity isrooted inthe early 1800’ steachings
of Franz Mesmer, fore run ner of Sigmund Feud. His con-
cept of Mesmerism includes hypnosis, and his teachings
ini ti atedthemind-healing cults. PhineasP. Quimby learned
of hypnoticMesmerismandbecameweal thy teaching such
followers as Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the Christian
Sci encecult. CharlesFill more, founder of the Unity cultin
1891, followed the mind-healing hypnotic concepts of
Mesmerism. Fill morealsofol lowedthewritingsof Amer i-
canauthorsRalphWaldo Emer son (1803-1882) and Henry
David Thoreau (1817-1862) who taught Transcendentat
ism, aphi losophy of lifestressingmind-heal ingandreal i-
tiestran scend ing (be yond) theworld of sense.
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But though we, or an an gel from heaven, preach any
other gos pel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him beac cursed. Aswe said before, sosay |
now again, If any man preach any other gos pel unto you

than that ye havere ceived, let him beac cursed.
Galatians 1:8-9

They are of theworld: therefore speak they of the world, and
theworld heareth them. We are of God: hethat knoweth God

heareth us; hethat isnot of God heareth not us. Hereby

know wethe spirit of truth, and the spirit of er ror.
1John 4:5-6

By Dr. Gail E. Terréll

MYTHTAKEN.COM

TheBibleisour guidefor life, aroad map of holiness!

040302





