
Wit nessing to the New Age and
Far-Eastern Mys ti cal Un-Christian Cults
Ex am ine your selves be fore wit ness ing to oth ers!!

Wit nessing for Je sus Christ re quires that we (1) tell that we
have re pented (changed our minds) from trust ing our selves in -
stead of God and have faith (trust) in Je sus Christ to save us from
our sins and to rec on cile us to God, and (2) prove by our lives that
we have been born again as new crea tures in Je sus Christ.

2 Co rin thi ans 13:5 Ex am ine your selves, whether ye be in the
faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how
that Je sus Christ is in you, ex cept ye be rep ro bates?
Acts 20:21 Tes tifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re -
pen tance to ward God, and faith to ward our Lord Je sus Christ.
1 Pe ter 1:23 Be ing born again, not of cor rupt ible seed, but of in -
cor rupt ible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

What is an Un-Christian cult?
An Un-Christian cult is any group claim ing to be Chris tian

which dif fers sig nif i cantly in one or more re spects as to be lief or
prac tice from those Chris tian groups which are re garded as the
nor mal ex pres sions of Chris tian ity in our to tal cul ture. Typically,
a cult is a group of peo ple gath ered about a spe cific per son or per -
son’s mis in ter pre ta tion of the Bi ble ans gos pel mes sage.

Galatians 1:7-8 ...There be some that trou ble you, and would per -
vert the gos pel of Christ.  But though we, or an an gel from
heaven, preach any other gos pel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be ac cursed.

Ba sic Chris tian the ol ogy vs the Cults
Source of au thor ity: the Bi ble, God’s Holy Word.

Je sus iden ti fied the to tal ity of God’s Word as the ul ti mate guide
to the truth that sets a be liever aside unto righ teous ness  (sanc ti fies).

John 17:17 Sanc tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
2 Tim o thy 2:15 Study to shew thy self ap proved unto God, a work man 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di vid ing the word of truth.

The cults usu ally fol low the false teach ing of a leader who
mis in ter prets the Bi ble and/or pres ents a new er rant proph ecy.

2 Pe ter 2:1 But there were false proph ets also among the peo ple, 
even as there shall be false teach ers among you, who priv ily shall 
bring in dam na ble her e sies, even de ny ing the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon them selves swift de struc tion.

The God head: a Trin ity of three Per sons in one Be ing.
Most cults deny that our Tri une God is One Be ing com -

prised of the three per sons: God the Fa ther, God the Holy
Spirit, and God the Son Je sus Christ. But in the Bi ble: 

(1) Je sus iden ti fies the Trin ity in the Great Com mis sion
given to His churches.  Mat thew 28:19 Go ye there fore, and

teach all na tions, bap tiz ing them in the name of the Fa ther, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

(2) Paul men tions the per sons of the Trin ity as he de scribes 
the mys tery of god li ness. 1 Tim o thy 3:16 And with out con tro -

versy great is the mys tery of god li ness: God was man i fest in the
flesh, jus ti fied in the Spirit, seen of an gels, preached unto the
Gentiles, be lieved on in the world, re ceived up into glory.

(3) Those de ny ing Je sus is Lord are or dained to con dem na tion.

Jude 3-4 ...Ear nestly con tend for the faith which was once de liv -
ered unto the saints. For there are cer tain men crept in un awares, 
who were be fore of old or dained to this con dem na tion, un godly
men, turn ing the grace of our God into las civ i ous ness, and de ny -
ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Je sus Christ.

(4) Lasting joy is in the Lord! No cult mem ber will be truly
happy nor have peace in his heart un til he knows who Je sus re -
ally is and trusts Je sus as Lord and Sav ior. Philippians 4:4 Re -

joice in the Lord al way: and again I say, Re joice.

Hu man na ture, sin, and sal va tion: sin en tered hu man ity be -
cause of Adam’s trans gres sion and all man kind are sin ful in
need of sal va tion. Romans 5:12 Where fore, as by one man [Adam]

sin en tered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned... 19 For as by one man's [Adam’s]
dis obe di ence many were made sin ners, so by the obe di ence of one [Je -
sus]  shall many be made righ teous. Romans 3:23 For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God... 6:23 For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eter nal life through Je sus Christ our Lord.

Sal va tion: sal va tion is all of grace (un mer ited fa vor), both ob -
tained and main tained by God’s grace and not by man’s works!
Man’s good works of faith fol low sal va tion and show that the be -
liever has been born again as a new crea ture in Christ. Ephe sians

2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your -
selves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
For we are his work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus unto good
works, which God hath be fore or dained that we should walk in them.

All cults vi o late these di rect state ments of God. All cults
teach that a per son is saved from God’s judg ment of hell by do -
ing some form of good works. Each cult dif fers in de scrip tion
of the good works that s per son must do to earn the right to en -
ter God’s heaven, but all cults teach sal va tion by hu man works. 
Cults may rec og nize that Christ ini ti ates or com pletes the sal -
va tion of a be liever, but the be liever’s works are nec es sary to
ob tain and main tain this sal va tion. 

No cult mem ber has as sur ance of sal va tion.  Since all cult
mem bers be lieve that they are work ing their way to heaven, they
have no as sur ance of sal va tion and eter nal life in Christ. The cults
all be lieve that spe cific sins will cause a cult mem ber to lose his
sal va tion and die with out hope. Cult mem bers fi nan cially sup port 
their cults, visit fre quently and wit ness reg u larly due to their fear
of los ing their sal va tion if they do not obey their cult lead ers. One
cult mem ber told Dr. Terrell that he prayed for God to save him
ev ery day just in case he had done some thing that day that might
have caused him to lose his sal va tion. No cult mem ber has the
peace and joy that the true be liever’s se cu rity in Christ pro vides!

Romans 8:38-39 For I am per suaded, that nei ther death, nor life,
nor an gels, nor prin ci pal i ties, nor pow ers, nor things pres ent, nor 
things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea ture,
shall be able to sep a rate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Je sus our Lord.  Ephe sians 1:12-14 That we should be to
the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye
also trusted, af ter that ye heard the word of truth, the gos pel of
your sal va tion: in whom also af ter that ye be lieved, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of prom ise, Which is the ear nest of
our in her i tance un til the re demp tion of the pur chased pos ses sion,
unto the praise of his glory.

New Age and Far-Eastern Mys ti cal
Un-Christian Cults

Far-Eastern mys ti cal cults in the U.S. are uni fied un der the
um brella term, New Age. The New Age Cults are a large,
loosely  struc tured net work of or ga ni za tions and in di vid u als
(e.g., Ac tress Shir ley MacLaine) united by com mon val ues
based in mys ti cism and mo nism (the world view that all is
one). New Agers have a com mon vi sion of a com ing new age
of peace and mass en light en ment, the Age of Aquar ius. This
ex pected New Age will ex pand global peace, mass spir i tual en -
light en ment and spir i tual ad vance ment.

The New Age move ment is a col lec tions of cults em pha siz -
ing spir i tu al ity, health, pol i tics, ed u ca tion, and busi ness seek ing
to di rect the path of so ci ety. New Age cults share many be liefs in 
com mon, but of ten hold nu mer ous dis tinc tive doc trines and
may dis agree with each other on sig nif i cant is sues.

Source of au thor ity: Far-eastern mys ti cism (e.g., Hin du ism)
blended with Chris tian ter mi nol ogy and ma te ri al ism (in dul -
gence) in stead of Hindu as cet i cism (self-denial). 

New Age be liefs are based on the mid-1800 teach ings of
Phineas P. Quimby, termed New Thought or  Mind Cult, and
the teach ings of Hel ena Petrovna Blavatsky who founded the
The os o phy Cult in 1875. Quimby was also a teacher of Mary
Baker Eddy, founder of the Chris tian Sci en tist Cult.

The God head: mo nism/pan the ism, be ing of in clu sive one ness.
New Age cults de fine God  as one-ism or monism, i.e., as

an im per sonal force per vad ing all cre ation such that all is one
and one is all. New Agers ar gue that ev ery thing is ul ti mately
God (all-God or pan the ism). This blend of con tra dic tory mo -
nism and pan the ism con cludes that there is re ally no you or me
dis tinc tion. As in the er ror of Hin du ism, there is only one big
impersonal “I” which in cludes ev ery per son and ev ery thing
(trees, rocks, an i mals, etc.). How ever, Gen e sis 1 re veals that
God is sep a rate and dis tinct from His cre ation. The Bi ble also
re veals that God is an in tel li gent, com pas sion ate, and per sonal
Be ing, the only liv ing and true God. Jer e miah 31:3 The LORD

hath ap peared of old unto me, say ing, Yea, I have loved thee with
an ev er last ing love: there fore with lovingkindness have I drawn
thee. 1 John 3:20  ...God is greater than our heart, and knoweth
all things. 1 Thessalonians 1:9  ...ye turned to God from idols to
serve the liv ing and true God. 

Hu man na ture, sin, and salvation: Man is re ally God and sin
is an un real il lu sion.

New Agers de cide for them selves what is right be cause
they claim to be God who is all in all. Evil/sin are mis di rected
thought orig i nat ing in the mind. New Agers save them selves
by their works of men tal/spir i tual en light en ment through
learn ing to think cor rectly, i.e., god-realization.

As trol ogy
As trol ogy be lieve the po si tions and move ments of the

stars and plan ets  (cos mos) di rectly in flu ence hu man events

and can be read by ini ti ates to pro vide in for ma tion for guid ing
one’s life. As trol o gers claim that per son al ity and char ac ter
weak nesses/strengths are af fected by as tro log i cal move ments. 
U.S. Pres i dent and Nancy Rea gan (once a fol lower of oc cult ist
Jeanne Dixon) sched uled ac tiv i ties based on as trol o ger Joan
Quigley’s fore casts. As trol ogy horo scopes are widely pub -
lished but are ob served to be cor rect less that 10% of the time.

God con demns in volve ment with for tune tell ers such as
the as trol o gers, the stargazers, the monthly prog nos ti ca tors
(Isa iah 47:12–15). God’s peo ple must learn not the way of the
hea then, and be not dis mayed at the signs of heaven; for the
hea then are dis mayed at them (Jer e miah 10:2).

Baha’ism
Baha’ism is a non-Christian cult that be gan in Iran in the

nine teenth cen tury with a young re li gious Ira nian busi ness man
known as Mir za’ Ali Mu ham mad, who came to be lieve him self
to be a di vine man i fes ta tion pro jected into the world of time and
space as a Bab (Gate) lead ing to a new era for man kind.

The Baha’ cult claims that the re li gious lead ers of the
world had for got ten their com mon or i gin. Baha’ism claims
that Mo ses, Je sus, Mo ham med, Zo ro as ter, Bud dha, Con fu -
cius, Krishna, and Lao were equal proph ets, mir ror ing God’s
glory, mes sen gers bear ing the im print of the Great Cre ator. In
ad di tion, Baha’ism claims that Baha’u’llah, whose name lit er -
ally means  the glory of God, is the last great man i fes ta tion of
the Di vine Be ing.  The fo cus of Baha’ism is of ten pop u lar ized
as The One ness of God, The One ness of Re li gion, and the One -
ness of Hu man ity.

Oc cult ism
The New Age meth ods are not new but are forms of Bib li -

cally for bid den an cient oc cult ism (Latin, hid den/se cret things) 
in clud ing as trol ogy, spir it ism, palm read ing, and witch craft.
New Age oc cult tools in clude Ouiji boards, crys tals, tarot
cards, etc., and are used to gain knowl edge that helps them
unite with the great One.

New Agers em ploy nu mer ous oc cult prac tices. The fol -
low ing words and phrases serve as warn ing signs that a par tic -
u lar be lief, prac tice, or group is in volved with the New Age
move ment and in com pat i ble with the Chris tian faith. These in -
clude: monism, pan the ism, reincarnation, karma, evolution,
per sonal trans for ma tion, unlimited hu man potential, reality
creating, en ergy align ment, energy healing, en ergy focusing,
attunement, at-one-ment, en light en ment, in ner power,
goddess within, mother earth, sen sory deprivation, intuitive
abil i ties, near-death ex pe ri ences, chakras, gu rus, Tarot,
Kabbalah, pyramids, crys tal, power, auras, color balancing,
psy chic cen ter ing, UFOs, ex tra ter res tri als, brotherhood of
light, higher con scious ness, cosmic consciousness, the Christ,
ascended mas ters, spirit guides, meditation, yoga, guided
imagery, visualization, astral projection, sil ver cord, inner
light, out-of-body experiences, mystics, metaphysical, ho lis tic 
healing, ther a peu tic touch, biofeedback, transpersonal
psychology, hypnotherapy, paranormal, parapsychology,



higher self, personal trans for ma tion, values clarification.
Deu ter on omy 8:10-12 There shall not be found among you
any one that ...useth div i na tion, or an ob server of times, or an
en chanter, or a witch. 11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with
fa mil iar spir its, or a wiz ard, or a nec ro man cer. 12 For all that 
do these things are an abom i na tion unto the LORD...

Spir it ism
Spir it ism, or mediumship at tempts to com mu ni cate with

ei ther de parted hu man spir its or other spir i tual en ti ties (fa mil iar
spir its). Chan neling  is the mod ern spir it ist prac tice wherein As -
cended Mas ters (per sons who have al leg edly died and pro -
gressed to higher lev els of knowl edge) and other de parted
in di vid u als trans mit sup posed truths through a phys i cally em -
bod ied per son to help those search ing for en light en ment. The
chan nel is the per son re ceiv ing the spir it ist in for ma tion from ei -
ther the higher self [one’s most spir i tual part be yond the con -
scious mind] or a meta phys i cal en tity from a spir i tual re al ity.

Al though these spir i tual en ti ties chan neled claim widely
dif fer ent iden ti ties, their teach ings are es sen tially the same: (1) 
God is all; (2) man is God; (3) man cre ates his own re al ity; (4)
death is un real; and (5) the self is where all truth re sides.

Most spir it ist chan nels are prob a bly char la tans try ing to
make a dis hon est dol lar; how ever, a some may par tic i pate in
vol un tary demon pos ses sion. God tells His peo ple not to
prac tice div i na tion of any kind (Le vit i cus 19:26) and for bade 
them to con sult me di ums and spir it ists (Le vit i cus 19:31;
20:6; Deu ter on omy 18:9–12). God equates as trol ogy to idol -
a try and com manded Is rael to put to death all sor cer ers, me -
di ums, and spir it ists (Ex o dus 22:18; Le vit i cus 20:27). 

Not the stars, but God is our ruler and guide. Spir it ism is 
the re jec tion of Christ. Isa iah 8:19  And when they shall say

unto you, Seek unto them that have fa mil iar spir its, and unto
wiz ards that peep, and that mut ter: should not a peo ple seek
unto their God? for the liv ing to the dead?  Deu ter on omy 18:14
-15 For these na tions, which thou shalt pos sess, hear kened unto 
ob serv ers of times, and unto di vin ers: but as for thee, the LORD 
thy God hath not suf fered thee so to do. 15 The LORD thy God
will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy
breth ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hear ken.

Tran scen den tal Med i ta tion (TM)
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi was founded TM as a re li gious

ex er cise or phi los o phy. TM is a yoga, a spir i tual prac tice of
Hindu med i ta tion and as cet i cism which in cludes per form ing
spe cific bodily pos tures. In the 1970’s Maharishi al tered his
Hindu mys ti cal ter mi nol ogy and pro moted TM in the U.S. as
sci en tif i cally sound, non re li gious psy cho log i cal ex er cise de -
signed to re lieve stress, to bring peace to the in ner man with a
pos i tive ef fect on so ci ety, and to en able the ad vanced prac ti tio -
ner to par tic i pate in as tral pro jec tion (soul leav ing the body) and
lev i ta tion. Most West erners are un aware of TM’s far-eastern
Hindu mys ti cal re li gious pre sup po si tions and na ture.

UFOs
New Agers are ob sessed with UFOs and ex tra ter res trial 

life. New Agers have bor rowed the term chan nel ing  from

the spir it ism and the early fly ing-saucer move ment of the
1950’s when a num ber of peo ple started go ing into trances
and let ting the so-called space broth ers talk through them.
Numerous aliens now be ing chan neled give mes sages very
sim i lar to the ones com ing from As cended Mas ters and
other de parted spir its. New Agers claim that the UFO mis -
sion is to raise our con scious ness so we can rec og nize our
own in di vid ual God hood.

The tone of UFO mes sages and the link they have with
New Age oc cult ism in di cates that UFO’s are prob a bly de -
monic in or i gin. Dr. Terrell has per son ally in ter viewed
Chris tians who claimed to have sighted UFO’s con tain ing
aliens. Sa tan seems to be the au thor of this con fu sion which
may in clude hyp no sis. A Chris tian should avoid seek ing
con tact with UFO’s, as trol o gers, witches, palm-readers,
etc, since such con tact is in vit ing Sa tan to in flu ence your
life. If a per son seeks ad vice from cults that are in flu enced
by Sa tan, be as sured that Sa tan will try to in flu ence that per -
son’s life to draw him into cultic er ror. Do not in vite Sa tan
to in flu ence your life by delv ing into cultic prac tices!

John 8:44 Ye are of your fa ther the devil, and the lusts of your
fa ther ye will do. He was a mur derer from the be gin ning, and
abode not in the truth, be cause there is no truth in him. When
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and
the fa ther of it.1 Pe ter 5:8 Be so ber, be vig i lant; be cause your
ad ver sary the devil, as a roar ing lion, walketh about, seek ing
whom he may de vour.

Rosicrucianism
Rosicrucianism is not an or ga nized re li gion and is sim i -

lar to the fra ter nal fel low ship of Masonic or ders. Named af -
ter Chris tian Rosenkreuz (14th or 15th cen tury) and
headquartered in Cal i for nia, Rosicrucianism is a mys ti cal
broth er hood pro vid ing se cret knowl edge that will re sult in
sup posed self-mastery. Sal va tion is pu ri fi ca tion of the mind 
re sult ing from mul ti ple re in car na tions and spir i tual ad -
vance ments.

The os o phy
The os o phy as a cult sys tem de rives its name from the

Greek term theosophia, mean ing lit er ally, di vine wis dom.
The os o phy claims to be a con tem po rary pre sen ta tion of a
pe ren nial wis dom un der ly ing the world’s re li gions, sci -
ences, and phi los o phies.

Actually, The os o phy is a pan the is tic form of an cient
Gnosticism, which at tempts to em brace re li gious, philo -
soph i cal, and sci en tific truth as it is found in all
religio-philosophical sources. Thomas Ed i son, in ven tor of
the light bulb, was a The os o phist.

A Rus sian woman, Madam Hel ena Blavatsky, founded
the Theolophical So ci ety in 1875 claim ing that Theosoply
was a type of spir it ism.  The os o phists claim that Ma hatmas
or Mas ters are highly evolved ex am ples of ad vanced re in -
car na tions whose dwell ing place is some where in re mote
Ti bet.  Madam Blavatsky claims that she was pos sessed by
these di vine be ings who used her ser vices to teach the re -

stored truths of the great re li gions of the world, which have
been per verted by man kind. The os o phists claim there are
seven planes of pro gres sion through which the re in car nated 
souls of men must prog ress on their way to the The os o -
phists’ heaven or Devachan. The os o phy’s heaven is ac tu -
ally the nir vana  of Bud dhism, where the ab sorp tion of the
per son al ity or the soul into a type of world soul even tu ally
ex tin guishes per sonal iden tity. The os o phy of fers no for -
give ness for sin ex cept through myr i ads of re in car na tions
ever pro gress ing to ward Devachan.

Uni fi ca tion
The Uni fi ca tion Church is one of the best cults at dis -

guis ing its un usual, non tra di tional be liefs from the un sus -
pect ing sec u lar world. The Uni fi ca tion Church, founded
and led by the self-proclaimed mes siah, Sun Myung Moon,
dem on strates the grow ing trend to ward New Age be liefs
world wide. The dis tinc tive fea tures of this kind of cult in -
clude (1) its habit of con duct ing busi ness, es pe cially re -
cruit ing, un der mul ti ple pseud onyms or anon y mously; (2)
its Westernization of East ern re li gious ideas; and (3) its
mis in ter pre ta tions of Scrip ture to per suade out sid ers that its 
East ern re li gious ori en ta tion is com pat i ble with and, in -
deed, is the ful fill ment of Bib li cal Chris tian ity. Groups
such as the Uni fi ca tion Church are fur ther char ac ter ized by
wide spread, and force ful psy cho log i cal pres sure on mem -
bers to con form and re main loyal to the group at all costs.
This psy cho log i cal pres sure is pres ent in all the cults, but it
more ob vi ous with groups newly ar rived in Amer ica whose
con verts are mainly young peo ple from fam i lies who have
had lit tle or no pre vi ous ex po sure to the group.

The Hare Krishnas, Tran scen den tal Med i ta tion, the
Church Uni ver sal and Tri um phant, and other sim i lar cult
groups share many of same fea tures of the Uni fi ca tion Cult,
but each has its own unique ex pres sion of er ror.

Unity School of Christianity
The Unity cult of Lee’s Sum mit, Mis souri, of fers pros -

per ity, peace, and health to all peo ple of all faiths. Unity has
no mem ber ship and fol low ers may re main mem bers of their 
own churches. 

Al though Unity is rooted in the early 1800’s teach ings
of Franz Mesmer, fore run ner of Sigmund Feud. His con -
cept of Mes mer ism in cludes hyp no sis, and his teach ings
ini ti ated the mind-healing cults. Phineas P. Quimby learned 
of hyp notic Mes mer ism and be came wealthy teach ing such
fol low ers as Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the Chris tian
Sci ence cult. Charles Fill more, founder of the Unity cult in
1891, fol lowed the mind-healing hyp notic con cepts of
Mes mer ism. Fill more also fol lowed the writ ings of Amer i -
can au thors Ralph Waldo Em er son (1803-1882) and Henry
Da vid Thoreau (1817-1862) who taught Tran scen den tal -
ism, a phi los o phy of life stress ing mind-heal ing and re al i -
ties tran scend ing (be yond) the world of sense.

Wit nessing
to the

New Age and
Far-Eastern Mys ti cal
Un-Christian Cults

 But though we, or an an gel from heaven, preach any
other gos pel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be ac cursed.  As we said be fore, so say I
now again, If any man preach any other gos pel unto you

than that ye have re ceived, let him be ac cursed. 
Galatians 1:8-9

They are of the world: there fore speak they of the world, and
the world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God

heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby
know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of er ror.

 1 John 4:5-6
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