
Di vorce and Re mar riage
Right ful Di vorce

Mar riage is a Di vine in sti tu tion es tab lished by God at cre -
ation. Di vorce is a hu man in sti tu tion started some where in
re bel lious hu man his tory. God al lows (Greek, epitrepo, suf -
fers, per mits) di vorce due to the sin ful hard ness of man’s
heart. God per mits and reg u lates di vorce in or der to pro tect
fam i lies; how ever, God hates the sin that causes di vorce.

Mat thew 19:8 He [Je sus] saith unto them, Mo ses be -
cause of the hard ness of your hearts suf fered you to put
away your wives: but from the be gin ning it was not so.

Deut. 24:1 When a man hath taken a wife, and mar ried her,
and it come to pass that she find no fa vour in his eyes, be cause he
hath found some un clean ness in her: then let him write her a bill
of di vorce ment.. 2  ..she may go and be an other man’s wife.

Malachi 2:16 For the LORD, the God of Is rael, saith
that he hateth putt ing away...

This world is sin ful and mar riage of ten is not Bib li cally
hon ored. Sin is the cause of ev ery di vorce, but not ev ery di -
vorce is sin ful. God re veals that some sit u a tions ne ces si tate
di vorce. God gives the ex am ple of His Own di vorce pro -
ceed ings against un faith ful Is rael, pic tured as His wife.
Like wise, Jo seph is called a just man and was not re vealed to 
be wrong for con sid er ing di vorce due to per ceived un faith -
ful ness by Mary. In Jo seph’s Is rael, the mar riage cov e nant
be gan with en gage ment and had to be ended by di vorce.

Jer e miah 3:8 And I [God] saw, when for all the causes
whereby back slid ing Is rael com mit ted adul tery I had put
her away, and given her a bill of di vorce...

Matt. 1:19 Then Jo seph her hus band, be ing a just man, and
not will ing to make her [Mary] a publick ex am ple, was minded
to put her away priv ily… 25 And knew her not till she had
brought forth her first born son: and he called his name JESUS.

At the time of Christ, Jew ish rab bis dis agreed about what
Mo ses meant in al low ing di vorce due to some un clean ness
(Deu ter on omy 24:1). Fol lowers of Rabbi Shammai lim -
ited this term to some kind of sex ual sin. Fol lowers of
Rabbi Hillel (the vast ma jor ity) gave al most un lim ited
mean ing to some un clean ness per mit ting di vorce even for
mi nor of fenses such as burn ing food. Je sus per mits (not re -
quires) a be liever to ob tain a di vorce from a spouse who
has been in volved in for ni ca tion (Green, porneia, sex ual
sin of any and all sorts) or adul tery (Greek, moichao, sex -
ual sin against one’s spouse). U.S. law de fines these terms
more limitedly: for ni ca tion is sex ual sin by un mar ried per -
sons and adul tery is sex ual sin in volv ing a mar ried per son.

The Bi ble re fers for ni ca tion to cases of in cest (1 Cor.
5:1), ho mo sex u al ity (Jude 7), and adul tery (Jer.

3:1-2,6,8). The Bi ble re fers adul tery to sex ual sin against
one’s mar i tal com pan ion (Lev. 20:10, Ez. 16:30, Hos.
4:14, etc.). If a mar ried per son sins sex u ally, but is a be -
liever and re pents, the part ner must for give him as Christ
for gives sin ners. True re pen tance is only in Christ and
will bear fruit that shows change has taken place. For -
give ness for sin does not nec es sar ily in clude res to ra tion
to for mer po si tion. For ex am ple, a re pen tant thief must be
for given but may be pro hib ited from ever again work ing
in a bank. Like wise, a re pen tant spouse who com mit ted
sex ual sin, or de serted or abused his/her spouse must be
for given (Luke 17:3), but may Bib li cally be di vorced (put 
away) as a con se quence of sin ful ac tions against the mar -
riage com mit ment (Mat. 19:9, 1 Cor. 7:12-15). Since
mar riage is a mat ter of pub lic law, is sues in volv ing Bib li -
cally ap proved grounds for di vorce (sex ual sin, de ser tion, 
abuse) may be set tled in the pub lic courts.

Matt. 19:9 Who so ever shall put away his wife, ex cept it be for
for ni ca tion, and shall marry an other, committeth adul tery: and
whoso marrieth her which is put away doth com mit adul tery.

Matt. 3:8 Bring forth there fore fruits meet for re pen tance.
Luke 17:3 Take heed to your selves: If thy brother tres pass

against thee, re buke him; and if he re pent, for give him.

If the of fend ing spouse does not re pent, then for give -
ness must not be granted. To for give with out re pen tance
wrongly im plies that Christ for gives with out re pen tance.

Luke 24:46-47 And that re pen tance and re mis sion of
sins should be preached in his [Christ’s] name...

Colossians 3:13 ...if any man have a quar rel against
any: even as Christ for gave you, so also do ye.

Right ful Di vorce Be tween Chris tians
 If a Chris tian hus band has wronged his wife (or vice versa),

he should go to her and be rec on ciled.
Mat thew 5:23 ...rememberest that thy brother hath

ought against thee. 24 Leave there thy gift be fore the al tar,
and go thy way; first be rec on ciled to thy brother...

Since the Chris tian wife has been wronged by the hus band 
(or vice versa), she also should go to her of fend ing hus band
to re solve the prob lem and to re store fel low ship. Chris tians
should both be ready to seek rec on cil i a tion and re store fel -
low ship. If this meet ing is in ef fec tive, the wife should take
one or two coun sel ors with her to as sist in rec on cil i a tion.

Matt. 18:15 More over if thy brother shall tres pass against
thee, go and tell him his fault be tween thee and him alone: if he
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will not 
hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth
of two or three wit nesses ev ery word may be es tab lished.

The church where the Chris tian mar ried cou ple are mem -
bers must get in volved if ini tial at tempts to rec on cile fail.

The church of which both Chris tian spouses are mem bers
should set tle is sues of mar i tal prob lems.

1 Co rin thi ans 6:5 ...Is it so, that there is not a wise man among
you? no, not one that shall be able to judge be tween his breth ren?
6 But brother goeth to law with brother, and that be fore the un be -
liev ers. 7 Now there fore there is ut terly a fault among you, be -
cause ye go to law one with an other. Why do ye not rather take
wrong? why do ye not rather suf fer your selves to be de frauded?

A mar i tal of fender who claims to be a Chris tian but re -
fuses to re solve mar i tal prob lems as coun seled by his
church, must be con sid ered as an un saved per son (i.e., a
hea then and pub li can) and re moved from church mem -
ber ship. The of fend ing spouse may be a gen u ine be -
liever, but such griev ous lack of sub mis sion to the
Lord’s Word and church causes him to be per ceived as
an un be liever, and the church should seek to win him to
Christ. A di vorce that now oc curs must be con sid ered as
be tween a Chris tian and a non-Christian.

Mat thew 18:17 And if he shall ne glect to hear them, tell it
unto the church: but if he ne glect to hear the church, let him
be unto thee as an hea then man and a pub li can.

1 Co rin thi ans 5:13 ..put away from among your selves
that wicked per son.

Gal. 1:16 … preach him [Je sus] among the hea then...

Right ful Di vorce Be tween a Chris tian and
Non-Christian

Some times a Chris tian will dis obey God and marry a
non-Christian pro duc ing an un equal yoke that lacks
spir i tual unity in the mar riage.

2 Cor. 6:14 Be ye not un equally yoked to gether with un be -
liev ers: for what fel low ship hath righ teous ness with un righ -
teous ness? and what com mu nion hath light with dark ness?

An un equal yoke lack ing spir i tual unity also re sults
when the Gos pel mes sage of Christ is heard and one un -
saved spouse trusts in Christ as Sav ior while his or her
spouse re jects Christ. In all cases of an un equal yoke in
mar riage, the be liever should be a faith ful and car ing
spouse that points the un be liever to Christ.

1 Pe ter 3:1 ...ye wives, be in sub jec tion to your own hus -
bands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may with out
the word be won by the con ver sa tion of the wives.

Di vorce be tween a be liever and non be liever is de scribed by
Paul and had not pre vi ously been dis cussed by Je sus. The be -
liev ing spouse should seek to re main mar ried to the un be liever
in or der to win the spouse to Christ, par tic u larly when chil dren
are in the mar riage. An abu sive mar riage (in clud ing de ser tion
of du ties to pro vide for the fam ily) is an un pleas ing re la tion ship
that de stroys the peace of the home. If the un be liever de parts or

is abu sive, di vorce frees the be liever from all the bonds of mar -
riage and the be liever may re marry an other. God al lows di -
vorce for de par ture or abuse even if sex ual un faith ful ness has
not oc curred. Nei ther de par ture nor an abu sive re la tion ship ful -
fills the mar i tal con di tions of pleased to dwell with him,…her (1 
Cor. 7:12-13). Un will ing ness to fol low the Bib li cal pat tern of
rec on cil i a tion gives ev i dence that the abu sive spouse is an un -
be liever (Matt. 18:17). Such di vorce breaks the bond age of
mar riage (1 Cor. 7:15) pro vid ing the be liev ing spouse with the
same lib erty for re mar riage as when the bond age of mar riage is
bro ken due to death (1 Cor. 7:39).

 1 Tim. 5:8 But if any pro vide not for his own, and spe -
cially for those of his own house, he hath de nied the faith,
and is worse than an in fi del.

1 Co rin thi ans 7:12-16,27-28,39 But to the rest speak I, not
the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that be liev eth not, and she 
be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 And 
the woman which hath an hus band that be liev eth not, and if
he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 14 For
the un be liev ing hus band is sanc ti fied by the wife, and the un -
be liev ing wife is sanc ti fied by the hus band: else were your
chil dren un clean; but now are they holy. 15 But if the un be -
liev ing de part, let him de part. A brother or a sis ter is not un -
der bond age in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.
16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save
thy hus band? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou
shalt save thy wife? …27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek
not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife.
28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a vir gin
marry, she hath not sinned... 39 The wife is bound by the law
as long as her hus band liveth; but if her hus band be dead, she 
is at lib erty to be mar ried to whom she will; only in the Lord.

An un be liever is nei ther in sub mis sion to Christ as
Lord nor to the Lord’s church. Is sues be tween a Chris -
tian and an un be liever can be set tled in pub lic courts. For 
ex am ple, Paul ap pealed to the pub lic courts when he was 
un justly treated by un be liev ers.

Acts 25:10-12 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar’s judg -
ment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done 
no wrong, as thou very well knowest… 12 Then Festus, when
he had con ferred with the coun cil, an swered, Hast thou ap -
pealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go.

Wrong ful Di vorce
Those who wrong fully ob tain a di vorce for rea sons other

than Bib li cally ap proved (sex ual sin, de ser tion, abuse)
must not be ex cused for their sin ful ness. Be cause such di -
vorce is sin, it is for giv able and is washed away by the
blood of Je sus Christ. Je sus re veals that all man ner of sin is
for giv able ex cept the sin against the Holy Spirit, the sin of
at trib ut ing the work of the Holy Spirit to an un clean spirit



(Mat. 12:31-32). One who sin fully ob tains a di vorce can 
be for given, cleansed, and re stored to faith ful ness, just
like re pen tant drunk ards and ho mo sex u als. Al though all 
man ner of im proper be hav ior is men tioned in the lists of 
hei nous sins, un law ful di vorce is not listed with them (1
Cor. 6:9-10; Rev. 22:15, Gal. 5:19-21).

Mat thew 12:31 Where fore I [Je sus] say unto you, All
man ner of sin and blas phemy shall be for given unto
men: but the blas phemy against the Holy Ghost shall
not be for given unto men.

To sep a rate (Greek, chor izo, to sep a rate, de part, put
asun der, di vorce) and/or de part (Greek, aphiemi, to
leave, send away, di vorce) from the unity of mar riage re -
fers to di vorce in the Bi ble. The mod ern con cept of tem -
po rary sep a ra tion is a non-Biblical sub sti tu tion for the
Bib li cal re quire ment of rec on cil i a tion. Sep a ra tion set tles
noth ing un less safety is needed be cause of  abuse. Sep a -
ra tion in flames im proper de sires, is Bib li cally for bid den,
and is an es cape from set tling mar riage prob lems.

Mat thew 19:6 Where fore they are no more twain, but
one flesh. What there fore God hath joined to gether, let
not man put asun der.

 1 Co rin thi ans 7:5 De fraud ye not one the other, ex -
cept it be with con sent for a time, that ye may give your -
selves to fast ing and prayer; and come to gether again,
that Sa tan tempt you not for your incontinency.

Paul re peats the teach ing of Je sus and for bids be liev -
ers to sep a rate (di vorce) and marry an other, be cause
mar riage to an other pre cludes rec on cil i a tion. When di -
vorce oc curs im prop erly as a re sult of dis obe di ence,
the sin ful di vorce breaks the mar riage be fore God and
is put asun der (Greek, chor izo). Be lievers who
wrongly di vorce (Greek, chor izo) are de scribed by the
Holy Spirit as un mar ried (Greek, agamos), in di cat ing
that they are not still mar ried in God’s sight. An im -
proper di vorce was rec og nized by God in the time of
Mo ses and the di vorced man was called the for mer
hus band (Deu ter on omy 24:4). The grounds for the di -
vorce may be wrong, but the Holy Spirit’s ter mi nol ogy 
in di cates that the di vorce is rec og nized be fore God.

 1 Co rin thi ans 7:10-11 And unto the mar ried I com -
mand, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife de part
[Greek, chor izo] from her hus band. 11 But and if she
de part [Greek, chor izo] , let her re main un mar ried
[Greek, agamos], or be rec on ciled to her hus band: and
let not the hus band put away [Greek, aphiemi] his wife.

A per son who re al izes that he or she has ob tained a
wrong ful di vorce should con fess that sin, ask God for
for give ness, and rec og nize lim i ta tions that make it

im pos si ble to change the past. For ex am ple, Paul par -
tic i pated in the mur der of Ste phen, a dea con in the Je -
ru sa lem church, but Paul did not let his past sins
in ter fere with his pres ent ser vice to God.

1 John 1:9 If we con fess our sins, he is faith ful and just to
for give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un righ teous ness.

Philippians 3:13-14 ...this one thing I [Paul] do, for get -
ting those things which are be hind, and reach ing forth unto
those things which are be fore, 14 I press to ward the mark
for the prize of the high call ing of God in Christ Je sus.

Re mar riage
The Bi ble fa vor ably de scribes re mar riage af ter the

death of one’s spouse and does not in di cate that any -
thing is im proper with re mar riage. God spe cif i cally
en cour ages re mar riage in cer tain cir cum stances.

Romans 7:3 But if her hus band be dead, she is free
from that law; so that she is no adul ter ess, though she
be mar ried to an other man.

1 Tim o thy 5:14 I will there fore that the youn ger
women marry, bear chil dren, guide the house, give
none oc ca sion to the ad ver sary to speak re proach fully.

God re veals that re mar riage af ter di vorce is per mit -
ted. The Bi ble al lows for re mar riage of those loosed
from mar riage bonds (di vorced) even in times of se -
vere per se cu tion with trou ble in the flesh, and clearly
is not re fer ring only to death.

1 Co rin thi ans 7:2,8-9,27-28,39 Nev er the less, to avoid
for ni ca tion, let ev ery man have his own wife, and let ev ery
woman have her own hus band... 8 I say there fore to the
un mar ried and wid ows, It is good for them if they abide
even as I. 9 But if they can not con tain, let them marry: for
it is better to marry than to burn… 27 Art thou bound unto
a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife?
seek not a wife. 28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not
sinned... 39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her
hus band liveth; but if her hus band be dead, she is at lib -
erty to be mar ried to whom she will; only in the Lord.

Two peo ple who marry af ter a di vorce on grounds
less than spec i fied by Je sus and Paul, com mit the sin
of adul tery against the life long in tent of the pre vi ous
bro ken mar riage cov e nant. Je sus re veals that the guilt 
for the sin of adul tery abides on the spouse who
caused the di vorce to oc cur. Paul uses the ex am ple of
a widow to il lus trate that when the mar riage bond is
bro ken, God gives ap proval for re mar riage. 

Mat thew 5:32 But I [Je sus] say unto you, That who so -
ever shall put away his wife, sav ing for the cause of for ni -
ca tion, causeth her to com mit adul tery: and who so ever
shall marry her that is di vorced committeth adul tery.

1 Co rin thi ans 7:15,39 But if the un be liev ing de part,

let him de part. A brother or a sis ter is not un der bond -
age in such cases: but God hath called us to peace... 39
The wife is bound by the law as long as her hus band
liveth; but if her hus band be dead, she is at lib erty to be
mar ried to whom she will; only in the Lord.

Chris tians have all sorts of sin ful pasts and many
Chris tians have sinned griev ously af ter their con ver -
sion. Once a be liever is for given (washed) and has for -
saken sin (sanc ti fied), he is jus ti fied and no lon ger to be 
con sid ered a for ni ca tor, adul terer, drunk ard, etc. Di -
vorce, and re mar riage for unbiblical rea sons are for -
giv able sins. Rahab the har lot mar ried Salmon and is
an an ces tor of Christ (Matt. 1:5). Da vid and Bathsheba
were be liev ers who com mit ted adul tery (Matt. 1:6).
Da vid was also a po lyg a mist (1 Chron. 3:1-9) and a
mur derer (2 Sam. 12:9) but Je sus is called the son of
Da vid. Al though Da vid did not re pent un til af ter his
mar riage to Bathsheba, this mar riage un ion was sanc ti -
fied by for give ness and pro duced Sol o mon and ul ti -
mately Christ as the son of Da vid (Matt. 1:1). God
blessed this mar riage in spite of its sin ful past.

1 Co rin thi ans 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanc ti fied, but ye are jus ti fied in
the name of the Lord Je sus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Psalms 51:1-2 A Psalm of Da vid, when Na than the
prophet came unto him, af ter he had gone in to
Bathsheba. 1 Have mercy upon me, O God, ac cord ing to
thy lovingkindness: ac cord ing unto the mul ti tude of thy
ten der mer cies blot out my trans gres sions. 2 Wash me
throughly from mine in iq uity, and cleanse me from my sin.

What God has cleansed no man must call com mon or 
un clean. Mar riage to a for mer adul terer or sin fully di -
vorced per son is no more pro hib ited than mar riage to a
for mer mur derer, liar or thief is pro hib ited. The guilty
party and in no cent party ter mi nol ogy ap ply to di vorce
where one per son may have been guilty of sin fully ob -
tain ing the di vorce and the other per son may have been 
in no cent of it. How ever, guilty does not ap ply to the re -
mar riage of a re pen tant, for given per son whether his
sin was com mit ted be fore or af ter his sal va tion. In
Christ the sin ner is pro claimed to be in no cent and the
re pen tant guilty party to the di vorce is free to re marry.

Acts 10:15 …What God hath cleansed, that call not
thou com mon.

Romans 5:20 More over the law en tered, that the of fence
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound… 6:18 Be ing then made free from sin, ye be -
came the ser vants of righ teous ness… 8:1 There is there fore 
now no con dem na tion to them which are in Christ Je sus,
who walk not af ter the flesh, but af ter the Spirit.

Di vorce
and

Re mar riage
Mat thew 19:8 He [Je sus] saith unto them,

Mo ses be cause of the hard ness of your
hearts suf fered you to put away your wives:

but from the be gin ning it was not so.
1 Co rin thi ans 7:27 Art thou bound unto a
wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed
from a wife? seek not a wife. 28 But and if

thou marry, thou hast not sinned... 
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