Christian Dating

Biblical Guidelines

Christiandatingisplannedfel low shipwithamem ber of
theoppositesex.

A. DatingistobeChristian! Amos3:3 Cantwowalk to-
gether, ex cept they be agreed?11 Cor. 6:14 Be ye not
un equally yokedto gether with un believ ers: for what
fel low shiphathrighteousnesswithunrighteousness?
and what commu nion hath light with dark ness?

B. Dating helpsthe search for apro spec tive spouse.
Gen. 2:18 And the LORD God said, It isnot good that
theman should bealone; | will makehim an help meet
for him. Prov. 18:22 Whoso findeth awife findeth a
good thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD.

C. Dating affects others. Dating affects your family,
friends, church, pastor, and gou. Don’'t date someone
whowould not beap proved by your Christianfriends,
family, loved ones, church, and pastor. Christianscan
help you! Ask them for ad vice!

1. Christianparentshaveex peri encedthetribulations

and joysof dat ing.Ask them for ad vice!
Rom. 5:3-4 And not only so, but weglory intribula
tions also: knowing that tribulation worketh pa
tience; 4Andpatience, ex peri ence; andex peri ence,
hope.

2. Christian parents are wiser than you. Certain wis
dom comes only with age. Ask them for advice!
Eph. 6:1 Children, obey your par entsintheLord: for
thisisright.

3. Christian par entsare con cerned about your fu ture,
and will see things that infatuationmay blind you
fromseeing.Ask themfor advice! Prov. 4:1 Hear,

echil dren, theinstructionof afather, and at tendto
nowunderstanding.

4. Your church and pastor are provided by God to
guide you. Askthemforadvice! Eph.4:11-12 And
he [Jesus] gave some [churches], apostles, and
some, prophets; and some, evangdlists; and some,
pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the
saints, for the edifying of the body of Christ [the
Lord's Church].

DesirableChristianchar acteristicsfor you/your date.

A. Congeniality:theabil ity to get long with oth ersina
happy way. Rom. 12:13...giventohospi tal ity.

B. Dependability: aways be ready to do that which is
ri(];ht. The best ability is dependability! Isaiah 6:8
Also I[Isaiah] heard the voice of the Lord, saying,
Whom shall | send, and who will go for us? Then said
I, HereamI; send me.

C. Thoughtfulness: shows concern and understanding.
Prov. 13:15Good under standinggiv ethfavour.

D. Neat nessand cleanli nessof body and soul : your body
releasesaquart of per spi ration each day and youmust
work to beneat and clean. Bacterialiveinyour mouth
and onyour body: brushyour teeth and usede odor ant.

Isaiah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the
evil of your doingsfrombeforemineeyes; ceasetodo

evil; Psalm 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man
cleanse hisway? by tak ing heed thereto ac cord ing to

thy word.

. Appearance: mod est with con sid er ation for the pref-

erences of other Christians. Don't let gaudy apparel
and make-up becomean over bear ing adorn ment that
characterizes what you are. Remember, others are
watchingand copy ingyou. | Tim. 2:9Inlikeman ner
also, that women adornthem selvesinmod est ap parel,
with shame faced nessand so bri ety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls,or costly ar ray. Romans14:7
For none of usliveth to him self, and no man dieth to
himself.

. Sportsmanship: play hard but fair with apleas ant ap-

proach. Play towin, but pray for power to stand strong

inChristby showing a?ood sportsmanship. Prov. 4:23
Keep thy heart with dl dil i gence; for out of it arethe

issuesof life.

. Habits: good home habits will produce good public

habits. Beconsider ateandhelpful athome. Treat your

family with respect and kindness. It is easier to pre-
vent bad hab its than to break them! Proverbs 20:11

Evenachildisknown by hisdoings, whether hiswork
be pure, and whether it be right.

. Compliments: accept and give compliments simply

andgracefully. Prov. 10:20 Thetongueof thejustisas
choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth.

Prov erbs 25:11 A word fitly spo kenislike ap ples of
goldinpicturesof sil ver.

. Convictions: know theBi bleand stand fast, unwaver

ing inthetruth. UsetheBi bleasyour guidefor life. 11
Tim. 1:12-13 For the which cause | aso suf fer these
things: nevertheless | am not ashamed: for | know
whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is
able to keep that which | have committed unto him

ainst that day. 13 Hold fast theform of sound words,
which thou hast heard of me, infaith and lovewhichis
inChrist Jesus.

. Your body: treat your body properly andrev er ently. |

Cor. 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body isthe
tem ple of the Holy Ghost which isin you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

I11. Good man nersfor dat ing.
A. Introductions: introduce your friends to others, give

honor to whom honor is due, show that you are happy
to meet others, shake hands firmly. Romans 13:7
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom
trib uteisdue; custom to whom custom; fear towhom
fear; hon our towhomhonour.

. Conversation: let your words and life speak clearly for

Christ. Philippians1:27Onlyletyour conver sation be
as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether |
comeand seeyou, or elsebeab sent, | may hear of your

af fairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind
striv ing to gether for thefaith of thegos pel.

. Driving:obey thelaws. | Peter 2:13-15 Sub mit your-

selvesto ev ery or di nance of manfor theLord ssake:
whether it beto the king, as su preme; 14 Or unto gov-
er nors, as unto them that are sent by him for the purr-
ishment of evil doers, andforthepra seof themthat do

well. 15 For soisthewill of God, that withwell doing
yemay puttosi lencetheig no rance of fool ishmen.

. Lan guage: do not use any swear/curse words, eu phe-

mistic swear/cursewords, or usewordsthat soundlike
cursesor swear ing. Matt. 5:34-37 But | say unto you,
Swear not at al; neither by heaven; for it is God's
throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it ishisfoot stool: ne-
ther by Jerusalem; foritisthecity of thegreat King. 36
Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou
canst not make onehair whiteor black. 37 But let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Na%/, nay: for what so-
ever ismore than these com eth of evil.

IV .Datetruly beauti ful people.
A. True beauty and value are in holiness (sanctifica

tion). Ps. 29:2 Give unto the LORD theglory due unto

his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holi-
ness.

. Without Chrigt, society will selfishly and viciously

gratifyitself at theex penseof theindi vidual.

1. Society exerts unrealistic social pressure with un-
reachableval uesthat consume. Ps39:11 Whenthou
[Lord] with rebukesdost cor rect manforiniquity,
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a
moth: surely ev ery manisvanity. Selah.

2. Daterapeisaconstantthreatinour soci ety! Women
are physically weaker and can be overpowered by
men. Por nography andungodly musicteachmento
grab what they want. Men who ex pose them selves
tosuchungodly influencesaredan ger ousand abu
sive to women. Tamar was a beautiful and godly
Koung woman who was attacked and raped by her

alf-brother on a contrived date, 1l Sam. 13.
Women must be careful evenwithfriendsandrel &
tives! Men must keep pure thoughts and ac tions. I
any improper ad vancesare ever made, GET HELP
from Christian par ents, pastor, or other coun sel ors
from your church!

. Beauty and valuein our cul tureareim prop erly based

onphysi cal attractivenessrather than arighteousand

holyreverential fearof God. Prov.31:30Favourisde

ceit ful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth
the LORD, she shall be praised.

1. Thosewho have physi cal beauty will be ex ploited
bK sqcietly. A psychological study indicated more
physi cally attractivecol legegirlswerelesshappily
mar ried 25 yearslater. Ps. 12:2 They speak van ity
every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips
and with a double heart do they speak. Jude
16....their mouth speaketh great swelling words,
having men’ sper sonsinadmi rationbecauseof ad



vantage.

a. Sarahal mostlost her happy mar riageto Abraham
because of attemﬁts to exploit her beauty. She
would have lost her husband and marriage had
not God in ter vened. Gen. 12:11-20; Gen. 20.

b. Attempts to exploit Rebekah's beauty caused
|saac to fear for hislife at Gerar, Gen. 26.

¢. Josephlosthisposi tionasover seer in Potiphar's
house due to a woman's attempt to exploit his
beauty, Gen. 39.

d. Bathsheba's beauty was exploited in adultery
withKing David, Il Sam. 11:2-4.

2. The aging process is more painful for the person
caught in the physi cal beauty cult. Ecc. 12:1 Re-
mem ber now thy Cre ator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw
nigh, when thou shalt say, | have no pleasure in
them.

D. Do not date oth ersbased only on ap pear ance.

1. Learntoapply God’ sstandards.Inselectingthenew
king of Israel toreplace Saul, Sam uel selected the
tall est, most hand some son of Jesse, but God told
himotherwise. | Sam. 16:7 But the LORD said unto
Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the
height of hisstat ure; becausel haverefused him: for
the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh
ontheout ward ap pear ance, but the LORD looketh
on the heart.

2. Jesuswarned against ook ing only to ap pear ances.
John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance,
but judgerigh teousjudg ment.

E. Don't choose your date using worldly beauty and
self-valuestandards.

1. Rock music and country music thrive on the
beauty-and-lust cult. Avoid mod ernmusicdeal ing
with dating, broken hearts, drug usage, and
luv-luv-luv with the focus upon beauty and lust.
Psalm 68:32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the
earth; O sing praises unto the Lord; Selah.

2. TV thrives on immorality based on the
beauty-and-lust cult. Stop ungodly influence on
your date. Psalm 119:37 Turn away mineeyesfrom
beholdingvanity; andquickenthoumeinthy way.

F. Put-downcomedy destroysaproper under standingof
thebuilding relation shipsthat should bein our fam
lies. Have a no put-downpol icy for all your dates.

| Thess. 5:11 Whereforecomfort your selvestogether,

and ed ify one an other, even asalso ye do.

. Datingcanresultinlastinglove. Trueloveisgiv ing of
oneself to another. Love produces emotional feelings.
Noticethat thefeel ingsfol low love. John 3:16 For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that who so ever believ ethin him should not perish, but
haveeverlastinglife.Gal. 2:201 amcruci fiedwith Christ:
nev er theless| live; yet not |, but Christ livethin me: and
thelifewhich | now liveintheflesh | live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gavehim self for me. |

John 3:18 My lit tle chil dren, let usnot lovein word, nei-

ther in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

A. Loverequireswork. Lovedoesnot just hap pen. Gen.
24:67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s
tent, and took Rebekah, and she be came hiswife; and
helovedher... Eﬁh' 5:22,25Wives, submityour selves
unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord..25 Hus-
bands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave him self for it.

B. Theworld’s(Hol ly wood movieand TV) ideaof love
islust and not loveat al! LOVE isaword which em-
phasizes GIVE; but LUST emphasizes TAKE. 1l
Tim. 2:2 Flee aso youthful lusts: but follow righ-
teousness, faith, char ity [love], peace, with them that
call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

1. Loveiseterna and increases, but lust is temporal
and decreases. |l Samuel 13:4,14-15 And he
[Jonadab] said unto him[ Amnon], Why art thou, be-
ing the king's son, lean from day to day? wilt thou
not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, | love
Tamar, my brother Absalom'’s sister...14 Howbeit
he [Amnon] would not hear ken unto her [Tamar’ 5]
voice: but, being stron ger than she, forced her, and
lay with her. 15 Then Amnon hated her ex ceed
ingly; sothat thehatred wherewith he hated her was
greater than the love where with he had loved her.
And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone. | Cor.
13:8Charity (love) never faileth...

2.Love covers sins, but lust brags about conquests.
Prov. 10:12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love
coverethall sins. Eph. 2:2-3Whereinintimepast ye
walked according to the course of this world, ac-
cording to the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the chil dren of disobedi-
ence: 3 Amongwhom alsoweall had our conver sa
tionin t_imesPast inthelusts of our flesh, ful fill ing
thedesiresof theflesh and of themind; and were by
naturethechil dren of wrath, evenasothers.

3.Loveisspiritua, butlustisphysical. Gal. 5:16-17
This| say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
andthesearecontrary theonetotheother: sothatye
can not do the thingsthat ye would.

C. Godwill never per mit you to betempted with out pro-
viding a way to escape. | Cor. 10:13 There hath no
temp tation taken you but such asis com mon to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted abovethat ye are able; but will with thetemp-
tation also make away to escape.

D. Sexual desiresarehonour ableandproperinmarriage,
but you must learn to con trol them or you will be cor+
sumedwithungodly sexual lust. | Cor. 9:27 But | keep
my body and bring it into sub jec tion: lest that by any
means, when | have preached to others, | myself
should be acast aw.

V1. Christisourexam pleg%/berfect love. | John 3:16 Hereby

er ceivewetheloveof God, becausehelaiddownhislife
or us: and we ought to lay down our livesfor the breth-

ren. Psalm 84:1 No good thing will he withhold from
them that walk up rightly.
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