
Chris tian Dating
Bib li cal Guide lines

I. Chris tian dat ing is planned fel low ship with a mem ber of
the op po site sex.

A. Dating is to be Chris tian!  Amos 3:3 Can two walk to -
gether, ex cept they be agreed? II Cor. 6:14 Be ye not
un equally yoked to gether with un be liev ers: for what
fel low ship hath righ teous ness with un righ teous ness?
and what com mu nion hath light with dark ness?

B. Dating helps the search for a pro spec tive spouse.  
Gen. 2:18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that
the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet
for him. Prov. 18:22 Whoso findeth a wife findeth a
good thing, and obtaineth fa vour of the LORD.

C. Dating af fects oth ers. Dating af fects your fam ily,
friends, church, pas tor, and you. Don’t date some one
who would not be ap proved by your Chris tian friends,
fam ily, loved ones, church, and pas tor. Chris tians can
help you! Ask them for ad vice!

1. Chris tian par ents have ex pe ri enced the trib u la tions
and joys of dat ing. Ask them for ad vice!  
Rom. 5:3-4 And not only so, but we glory in trib u la -
tions also: know ing that trib u la tion worketh pa -
tience; 4 And pa tience, ex pe ri ence; and ex pe ri ence,
hope.

2. Chris tian par ents are wiser than you. Cer tain wis -
dom co mes only with age. Ask them for ad vice! 
Eph. 6:1 Children, obey your par ents in the Lord: for 
this is right.

3. Chris tian par ents are con cerned about your fu ture,
and will see things that in fat u a tion may blind you
from see ing. Ask them for ad vice!  Prov. 4:1 Hear,
ye chil dren, the in struc tion of a fa ther, and at tend to
know un der stand ing.

4. Your church and pas tor are pro vided by God to
guide you. Ask them for ad vice!  Eph. 4:11-12 And
he [Je sus] gave some [churches], apos tles; and
some, proph ets; and some, evan ge lists; and some,
pas tors and teach ers; 12 For the per fect ing of the
saints, for the ed i fy ing of the body of Christ [the
Lord’s Church].

II. De sir able Chris tian char ac ter is tics for you/your date.
A. Con ge nial ity: the abil ity to get along with oth ers in a

happy way.  Rom. 12:13 ...given to hos pi tal ity.
B. De pend abil ity: al ways be ready to do that which is

right. The best abil ity is de pend abil ity!  Isa iah 6:8
Also I [Isa iah] heard the voice of the Lord, say ing,
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said
I, Here am I; send me.

C. Thought ful ness: shows con cern and un der stand ing. 
Prov. 13:15 Good un der stand ing giv eth fa vour.

D. Neat ness and clean li ness of body and soul: your body
re leases a quart of per spi ra tion each day and you must
work to be neat and clean. Bac te ria live in your mouth
and on your body: brush your teeth and use de odor ant.  

Isa iah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the
evil of your do ings from be fore mine eyes; cease to do
evil; Psalm 119:9 Where withal shall a young man
cleanse his way? by tak ing heed thereto ac cord ing to
thy word.

E. Ap pear ance: mod est with con sid er ation for the pref -
er ences of other Chris tians. Don’t let gaudy ap parel
and make-up be come an over bear ing adorn ment that
char ac ter izes what you are. Re mem ber, oth ers are
watch ing and copy ing you.  I Tim. 2:9 In like man ner
also, that women adorn them selves in mod est ap parel,
with shame faced ness and so bri ety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls,or costly ar ray. Romans 14:7
For none of us liveth to him self, and no man dieth to
him self.

F. Sports man ship: play hard but fair with a pleas ant ap -
proach. Play to win, but pray for power to stand strong
in Christ by show ing good sports man ship.  Prov. 4:23
Keep thy heart with all dil i gence; for out of it are the
is sues of life.

G. Habits: good home hab its will pro duce good pub lic
hab its. Be con sid er ate and help ful at home. Treat your
fam ily with re spect and kind ness. It is eas ier to pre -
vent bad hab its than to break them!  Prov erbs 20:11
Even a child is known by his do ings, whether his work
be pure, and whether it be right.

H. Com pli ments: ac cept and give com pli ments sim ply
and grace fully.  Prov. 10:20 The tongue of the just is as 
choice sil ver: the heart of the wicked is lit tle worth.
Prov erbs 25:11 A word fitly spo ken is like ap ples of
gold in pic tures of sil ver.

I. Con vic tions: know the Bi ble and stand fast, un wa ver -
ing in the truth. Use the Bi ble as your guide for life.  II
Tim. 1:12-13 For the which cause I also suf fer these
things: nev er the less I am not ashamed: for I know
whom I have be lieved, and am per suaded that he is
able to keep that which I have com mit ted unto him
against that day. 13 Hold fast the form of sound words, 
which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is
in Christ Je sus.

J. Your body: treat your body prop erly and rev er ently.  I
Cor. 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the
tem ple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are
bought with a price: there fore glo rify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

III. Good man ners for dat ing.
A. In tro duc tions: in tro duce your friends to oth ers, give

honor to whom honor is due, show that you are happy
to meet oth ers, shake hands firmly.  Romans 13:7
Ren der there fore to all their dues: trib ute to whom
trib ute is due; cus tom to whom cus tom; fear to whom
fear; hon our to whom hon our.

B. Con ver sa tion: let your words and life speak clearly for 
Christ.  Philippians 1:27 Only let your con ver sa tion be 
as it becometh the gos pel of Christ: that whether I
come and see you, or else be ab sent, I may hear of your 

af fairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind
striv ing to gether for the faith of the gos pel.

C. Driving:obey the laws.  I Pe ter 2:13-15 Sub mit your -
selves to ev ery or di nance of man for the Lord’s sake:
whether it be to the king, as su preme; 14 Or unto gov -
er nors, as unto them that are sent by him for the pun -
ish ment of evil do ers, and for the praise of them that do 
well. 15 For so is the will of God, that with well do ing
ye may put to si lence the ig no rance of fool ish men.

D. Lan guage: do not use any swear/curse words, eu phe -
mis tic swear/curse words, or use words that sound like 
curses or swear ing.  Matt. 5:34-37 But I say unto you,
Swear not at all; nei ther by heaven; for it is God’s
throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his foot stool: nei -
ther by Je ru sa lem; for it is the city of the great King. 36 
Nei ther shalt thou swear by thy head, be cause thou
canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your
com mu ni ca tion be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for what so -
ever is more than these com eth of evil.

IV.Date truly beau ti ful peo ple.
A. True beauty and value are in ho li ness (sanc ti fi ca -

tion). Ps. 29:2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto
his name; wor ship the LORD in the beauty of ho li -
ness.

B. With out Christ, so ci ety will self ishly and vi ciously
grat ify it self at the ex pense of the in di vid ual.
1. So ci ety ex erts un re al is tic so cial pres sure with un -

reach able val ues that con sume.  Ps 39:11 When thou
[Lord] with re bukes dost cor rect man for in iq uity,
thou makest his beauty to con sume away like a
moth: surely ev ery man is van ity. Selah.

2. Date rape is a con stant threat in our so ci ety! Women
are phys i cally weaker and can be over pow ered by
men. Por nog ra phy and un godly mu sic teach men to
grab what they want. Men who ex pose them selves
to such un godly in flu ences are dan ger ous and abu -
sive to women. Tamar was a beau ti ful and godly
young woman who was at tacked and raped by her
half-brother on a con trived date,  II Sam. 13.
Women must be care ful even with friends and rel a -
tives! Men must keep pure thoughts and ac tions. If
any im proper ad vances are ever made, GET HELP
from Chris tian par ents, pas tor, or other coun sel ors
from your church!

C. Beauty and value in our cul ture are im prop erly based
on phys i cal at trac tive ness rather than a righ teous and
holy rev er en tial fear of God.   Prov. 31:30 Fa vour is de -
ceit ful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth
the LORD, she shall be praised.
1. Those who have phys i cal beauty will be ex ploited

by so ci ety. A psy cho log i cal study in di cated more
phys i cally at trac tive col lege girls were less hap pily
mar ried 25 years later.  Ps. 12:2 They speak van ity
ev ery one with his neigh bour: with flat ter ing lips
and with a dou ble heart do they speak. Jude
16....their mouth speaketh great swell ing words,
hav ing men’s per sons in ad mi ra tion be cause of ad -



van tage.
a. Sa rah al most lost her happy mar riage to Abra ham 

be cause of at tempts to ex ploit her beauty. She
would have lost her hus band and mar riage had
not God in ter vened. Gen. 12:11-20; Gen. 20.

b. At tempts to ex ploit Rebekah’s beauty  caused
Isaac to fear for his life at Gerar,  Gen. 26.

c. Jo seph lost his po si tion as over seer in Potiphar’s
house due to a woman’s at tempt to ex ploit his
beauty,  Gen. 39.

d. Bathsheba’s beauty  was ex ploited in adul tery
with King Da vid,  II Sam. 11:2-4.

2. The ag ing pro cess is more pain ful for the per son
caught in the phys i cal beauty cult.  Ecc. 12:1 Re -
mem ber now thy Cre ator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no plea sure in
them.

D. Do not date oth ers based only on ap pear ance.
1. Learn to ap ply God’s stan dards. In se lect ing the new 

king of Is rael to re place Saul, Sam uel se lected the
tall est, most hand some son of Jesse, but God told
him oth er wise.  I Sam. 16:7 But the LORD said unto
Sam uel, Look not on his coun te nance, or on the
height of his stat ure; be cause I have re fused him: for
the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh
on the out ward ap pear ance, but the LORD looketh
on the heart.

2. Je sus warned against look ing only to ap pear ances. 
John 7:24 Judge not ac cord ing to the ap pear ance,
but judge righ teous judg ment.

E. Don’t choose your date us ing worldly beauty and
self-value stan dards.

1. Rock mu sic and coun try mu sic thrive on the
beauty-and-lust cult. Avoid mod ern mu sic deal ing
with dat ing, bro ken hearts, drug us age, and
luv-luv-luv with the fo cus upon beauty and lust. 
Psalm 68:32 Sing unto God, ye king doms of the
earth; O sing praises unto the Lord; Selah.

2. TV thr ives  on im mo ral  i ty  based on the
beauty-and-lust cult. Stop un godly in flu ence on
your date.  Psalm 119:37 Turn away mine eyes from
be hold ing van ity; and quicken thou me in thy way.

F. Put-down com edy de stroys a proper un der stand ing of
the build ing re la tion ships that should be in our fam i -
lies. Have a no put-down pol icy for all your dates. 
I Thess. 5:11 Where fore com fort your selves to gether,
and ed ify one an other, even as also ye do.

V. Dating can re sult in last ing love. True love is giv ing of
one self to an other. Love pro duces emo tional feel ings.
No tice that the feel ings fol low love.  John 3:16 For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only be got ten Son,
that who so ever be liev eth in him should not per ish, but
have ev er last ing life. Gal. 2:20 I am cru ci fied with Christ: 
nev er the less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him self for me. I

John 3:18 My lit tle chil dren, let us not love in word, nei -
ther in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
A. Love re quires work.  Love does not just hap pen.  Gen.

24:67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sa rah’s
tent, and took Rebekah, and she be came his wife; and
he loved her... Eph. 5:22,25 Wives, sub mit your selves
unto your own hus bands, as unto the Lord..25 Hus -
bands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave him self for it.

B. The world’s (Hol ly wood movie and TV) idea of love
is lust and not love at all! LOVE is a word which em -
pha sizes GIVE; but LUST em pha sizes TAKE.  II
Tim. 2:2 Flee also youth ful lusts: but fol low righ -
teous ness, faith, char ity [love], peace, with them that
call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
1. Love is eter nal and in creases, but lust is tem po ral

and de creases.  II Sam uel 13:4,14-15 And he
[Jonadab] said unto him [Amnon], Why art thou, be -
ing the king’s son, lean from day to day? wilt thou
not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, I love
Tamar, my brother Ab sa lom’s sis ter...14 Howbeit
he [Amnon] would not hear ken unto her [Tamar’s]
voice: but, be ing stron ger than she, forced her, and
lay with her. 15 Then Amnon hated her ex ceed -
ingly; so that the ha tred where with he hated her was
greater than the love where with he had loved her.
And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone. I Cor.
13:8 Char ity (love) never faileth...

2. Love cov ers sins, but lust brags about con quests.
Prov. 10:12 Ha tred stirreth up strifes: but love
covereth all sins. Eph. 2:2-3 Wherein in time past ye
walked ac cord ing to the course of this world, ac -
cord ing to the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the chil dren of dis obe di -
ence: 3 Among whom also we all had our con ver sa -
tion in times past in the lusts of our flesh, ful fill ing
the de sires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by
na ture the chil dren of wrath, even as oth ers.

3. Love is spir i tual, but lust is phys i cal.  Gal. 5:16-17
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
ful fil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are con trary the one to the other: so that ye
can not do the things that ye would.

C. God will never per mit you to be tempted with out pro -
vid ing a way to es cape.  I Cor. 10:13 There hath no
temp ta tion taken you but such as is com mon to man:
but God is faith ful, who will not suf fer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temp -
ta tion also make a way to es cape.

D. Sex ual de sires are hon our able and proper in mar riage,
but you must learn to con trol them or you will be con -
sumed with un godly sex ual lust.  I Cor. 9:27 But I keep 
my body and bring it into sub jec tion: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to oth ers, I my self
should be a cast away.

VI. Christ is our ex am ple of per fect love.  I John 3:16 Hereby

per ceive we the love of God, be cause he laid down his life 
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the breth -
ren. Psalm 84:1 No good thing will he with hold from
them that walk up rightly.
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