
Be of Good

Cour age,
En cour age and be

En cour aged
Psalm 31:24 Be of good cour age,

and he shall strengthen your heart,
 all ye that hope in the LORD

2 Chron i cles 31:4. . . That they might be
en cour aged in the law of the LORD

God is the source of all righ teous cour age. The word
cour age co mes from the Latin word cor  and the Greek
word kardia,  both words mean ing heart, and the Mid dle
Eng lish suf fix -age mean ing ac tion, pro cess, or state
and con di tion of be ing. The word en cour age, con tains
the Latin and Greek pre fix en- mean ing in; there fore, en -
cour age means plac ing heart (cour age) in oth ers for the
task or sit u a tion. You have cour age in the sit u a tion when 
you re ceive en cour age ment in your life. We build cour -
age in oth ers when we en cour age them. The words cour -
age, cou ra geous, and cou ra geously ap pear twenty-six
times in the Bi ble. En cour age and en cour aged ap pear
nine times in the Bi ble.

Be of Good Cour age
Fol lowers of our Lord Je sus should not to be cow ards. 

Have the cour age of hope con cern ing your faith in Je sus
as your LORD and Sav ior. 

Psalm 31:24 Be of good cour age, and he shall
strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.

If you have re cently trusted in Christ as your Lord and 
Sav ior, you may fear that He will cast you away, or you
may be fear ful that you will not ob tain full sal va tion
from sin. Be of good cour age. Je sus saves com pletely
and will never cast you out. 

He brews 7:25 Where fore he is able also to save
them to the ut ter most that come unto God by him,
see ing he ever liveth to make in ter ces sion for them.
Romans 8:38 For I am per suaded, that nei ther
death, nor life, nor an gels, nor prin ci pal i ties, nor

pow ers, nor things pres ent, nor things to come, 39
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea ture, shall
be able to sep a rate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Je sus our Lord.

Be of good cour age as you live a tes ti mony of faith -
ful ness to Christ. Do not let your tes ti mony for Christ be
like the mouse in the cab i net. The mouse only sticks out
his head for a mo ment to get crumbs off the floor and
then runs back to hide. Do not be afraid to let oth ers
know that your faith is in Christ. Do not be ashamed of
pu rity and ho li ness in your ap pear ance and life style.

Be of good cour age as you speak to oth ers about your
faith and great sal va tion in Je sus Christ our Lord. Don’t be
afraid to con fess with your mouth that you be lieve with all
your heart in the Lord Je sus to save you from your sins.
When you talk to un be liev ing friends and fam ily mem bers, 
you may trem ble at first. Ask the Lord to give you greater
con fi dence in shar ing your faith with oth ers. Be of good
cour age when you speak to those who hate the truth of
God. They can not harm you. Be of good cour age and un -
der take great things for Christ. Do not ex pect de feat be -
cause God prom ises you the vic tory of faith.

1 John 5:4 For what so ever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the vic tory that
overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he
that overcometh the world, but he that be liev eth
that Je sus is the Son of God? 

Be of good cour age in ad vanc ing our Lord’s cause. Do
some thing more than you now are able to do. Ex pect
strength be yond your own. Trust God to sup ply your need. 

Philippians 4:19 But my God shall sup ply all your
need ac cord ing to his riches in glory by Christ Je sus. 

Be of good cour age when you pray for oth ers. Be lieve 
that God hears prayer and that your in ter ces sions will
bless those for whom you pray.

James 5:16 Con fess your faults one to an other, and
pray one for an other, that ye may be healed. The ef fec -
tual fer vent prayer of a righ teous man availeth much.

Be of good cour age as you make self-sacrifices for
the cause of Christ. If you lose in a sit u a tion be cause you
are hon est, be of good cour age, you will not lose in the
long run. Some may de spise you be cause you live by
Chris tian stan dards. Be of good cour age, their opin ion is
of very lit tle worth and you will be blessed by God for
righ teous be hav ior. 

Psalm 106:3 Blessed are they that keep judg ment,
and he that doeth righ teous ness at all times. 

Be of good cour age if you are like Mo ses and re fuse
the trea sures of Egypt with worldly hon ors, even if you
lose all in this life. Our Lord will give you peace in your
heart and eter nal riches in heaven.

He brews 11:24 By faith Mo ses, when he was come to 
years, re fused to be called the son of Pha raoh’s
daugh ter; 25 Choosing rather to suf fer af flic tion
with the peo ple of God, than to en joy the plea sures of
sin for a sea son; 26 Es teeming the re proach of Christ 
greater riches than the trea sures in Egypt: for he had 
re spect unto the recompence of the re ward.
Mat thew 19:27 Then an swered Pe ter and said unto
him, Be hold, we have for saken all, and fol lowed
thee; what shall we have there fore?… 29 And ev ery
one that hath for saken houses, or breth ren, or sis -
ters, or fa ther, or mother, or wife, or chil dren, or
lands, for my name’s sake, shall re ceive an hun -
dred fold, and shall in herit ev er last ing life.

Be of good cour age if you are called to en dure great
af flic tion, sharp pain, fre quent sick ness, can cer, heart
prob lems and other health prob lems. Be of good cour age 
if your busi ness col lapses, if you lose your money, if
friends and fam ily for sake you, and en e mies sur round
you. God will not for sake you. A Chris tian is a sol dier of
the cross and must not be cow ardly while fight ing Sa -
tan’s dis cour age ments in the day of spir i tual bat tle.

Ephe sians 6:12 For we wres tle not against flesh
and blood, but against prin ci pal i ties, against pow -
ers, against the rul ers of the dark ness of this world,
against spir i tual wick ed ness in high places. 13
Where fore take unto you the whole ar mour of God,
that ye may be able to with stand in the evil day, and
hav ing done all, to stand. 

God En cour ages Us
God en cour ages us through His writ ten Word. Study

the Bi ble and you will have more cour age in your life.
Joshua was en cour aged by the Word of the LORD
through Mo ses to lead the na tion of Is rael into the Prom -
ised Land.

Deu ter on omy 1:38 But Joshua the son of Nun, which
standeth be fore thee, he shall go in thither: en cour age
him: for he shall cause Is rael to in herit it. 3:28 But
charge Joshua, and en cour age him, and strengthen
him: for he shall go over be fore this peo ple, and he shall
cause them to in herit the land which thou shalt see. 

Men of Is rael en cour aged them selves by in quir ing of
the LORD for guid ance in war fare with the evil

Benjamites. 
Judges 20:21 And the chil dren of Benjamin came
forth out of Gibeah, and de stroyed down to the
ground of the Is ra el ites that day twenty and two
thou sand men. 22 And the peo ple the men of Is rael
en cour aged them selves, and set their bat tle again
in ar ray in the place where they put them selves in
ar ray the first day. 23 (And the chil dren of Is rael
went up and wept be fore the LORD un til even, and
asked coun sel of the LORD, say ing, Shall I go up
again to bat tle against the chil dren of Benjamin my
brother? And the LORD said, Go up against him.)

Da vid en cour aged him self in the LORD when the
Amalekites in vaded his city (Ziklag) and kid naped the fam i -
lies un der his care. God led Da vid to re cover all the peo ple.

1 Sam uel 30:6 And Da vid was greatly dis tressed;
for the peo ple spake of ston ing him, be cause the
soul of all the peo ple was grieved, ev ery man for his
sons and for his daugh ters: but Da vid en cour aged
him self in the LORD his God.

He ze kiah en cour aged the peo ple to obey God and this 
be gan a na tional re vival in Ju dah.

2 Chron i cles 31:4 More over he [He ze kiah] com -
manded the peo ple that dwelt in Je ru sa lem to give
the por tion of the priests and the Le vites, that they
might be en cour aged in the law of the LORD. 5 And
as soon as the com mand ment came abroad, the
chil dren of Is rael brought in abun dance the
firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of
all the in crease of the field; and the tithe of all
things brought they in abun dantly.

Josiah led in re form and en cour aged the lead ers in
ser vice to the LORD.

2 Chron i cles 35:1 More over Josiah kept a pass over 
unto the LORD in Je ru sa lem: and they killed the
pass over on the four teenth day of the first month. 2
And he set the priests in their charges, and en cour -
aged them to the ser vice of the house of the LORD, 3 
And said unto the Le vites that taught all Is rael,
which were holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in
the house which Sol o mon the son of Da vid king of
Is rael did build; it shall not be a bur den upon your
shoul ders: serve now the LORD your God, and his
peo ple Is rael, 4 And pre pare your selves by the
houses of your fa thers, af ter your courses, ac cord -
ing to the writ ing of Da vid king of Is rael, and ac -
cord ing to the writ ing of Sol o mon his son.



Never En cour age Oth ers to Do Evil
Da vid stated that wicked peo ple en cour age them -

selves in evil. 
Psalm 64:1-7 Hear my [Da vid’s] voice, O God, in
my prayer: pre serve my life from fear of the en emy.
2 Hide me from the se cret coun sel of the wicked;
from the in sur rec tion of the work ers of in iq uity: 3
Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their
bows to shoot their ar rows, even bit ter words: 4
That they may shoot in se cret at the per fect: sud -
denly do they shoot at him, and fear not. 5 They en -
cour age them selves in an evil mat ter: they
com mune of lay ing snares priv ily; they say, Who
shall see them? 6 They search out in iq ui ties; they
ac com plish a dil i gent search: both the in ward
thought of ev ery one of them, and the heart, is deep.
7 But God shall shoot at them with an ar row; sud -
denly shall they be wounded. 

Sadly, Da vid him self en cour aged Joab in the evil
deed of kill ing Uriah the Hittite. 

2 Sam uel 11:25 Then Da vid said unto the mes sen -
ger, Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing 
dis please thee, for the sword devoureth one as well
as an other: make thy bat tle more strong against the
city, and over throw it: and en cour age  thou him. 26
And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her
hus band was dead, she mourned for her hus band.

The idols man u fac tured by the hea then are un godly
de vices de signed to give men false en cour age ment and a 
false sense of se cu rity as they re bel against the one true
and only God. Un godly crafts men strength ened one an -
other’s hands in man u fac tur ing idols and en cour aged
each other to con tinue in wicked idol a try. 

Isa iah 41:6-7 They helped ev ery one his neigh bour; 
and ev ery one said to his brother, Be of good cour -
age. 7 So the car pen ter en cour aged the gold smith,
and he that smootheth with the ham mer him that
smote the an vil, say ing, It is ready for the sodering:
and he fas tened it with nails, that it should not be
moved. . . . 23 Shew the things that are to come here -
af ter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do
good, or do evil, that we may be dis mayed, and be -
hold it to gether. 24 Be hold, ye are of noth ing, and
your work of nought: an abom i na tion is he that
chooseth you. . . . 29 Be hold, they are all van ity;
their works are noth ing: their mol ten im ages are
wind and con fu sion. 

Demetrius, the crafts man at Ephesus, was such an
idol a trous crafts man. When the gos pel of Christ was
preached in Ephesus by Paul and his com pany,
Demetrius stirred up other idol a trous crafts men claim -
ing that they would lose their busi ness and dis honor
their god dess Di ana if Paul and his com pany were per -
mit ted to con tinue preach ing. 

Acts 19:20 So might ily grew the word of God and pre -
vailed. . . . 23 And the same time there arose no small
stir about that way. 24 For a cer tain man named
Demetrius, a sil ver smith, which made sil ver shrines
for Di ana, brought no small gain unto the crafts men;
25 Whom he called to gether with the work men of like
oc cu pa tion, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft
we have our wealth. 26 More over ye see and hear,
that not alone at Ephesus, but al most through out all
Asia, this Paul hath per suaded and turned away much 
peo ple, say ing that they be no gods, which are made
with hands: 27 So that not only this our craft is in dan -
ger to be set at nought; but also that the tem ple of the
great god dess Di ana should be de spised, and her
mag nif i cence should be de stroyed, whom all Asia and
the world worshippeth. 28 And when they heard these
say ings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, say ing,
Great is Di ana of the Ephe sians. 

Never Dis cour age Oth ers from Doing Good
To dis cour age is to re move cour age. The Latin pre fix dis

means apart, op po site, or away from. When you are dis -
cour aged, cour age is taken away from you. The words dis -
cour age and dis cour aged are used seven times in the Bi ble.

Mo ses warned the Is ra el ites to not be dis cour aged re -
gard ing the dif fi culty of en ter ing the Prom ised Land.
Sadly, Is rael sent out twelve spies to view the land and
in hab it ants. Ten of the re turn ing spies coun seled the Is -
ra el ites to dis re gard God’s warn ings. The Is ra el ites were 
dis cour aged by the re port of these ten of the spies, re -
belled against God’s lead er ship, and spent forty years
wan der ing in the wil der ness.

Deu ter on omy 1:21 Be hold, the LORD thy God hath
set the land be fore thee: go up and pos sess it, as the
LORD God of thy fa thers hath said unto thee; fear
not, nei ther be dis cour aged. . . . 28 Whither shall we 
go up? our breth ren [the 12 spies] have dis cour -
aged our heart, say ing, The peo ple is greater and
taller than we; the cit ies are great and walled up to
heaven; and more over we have seen the sons of the
Anakims there.

As the Is ra el ites trav eled through the forty years of
wil der ness wan der ings, they be came dis cour aged be -
cause of the jour ney’s dif fi cul ties.

Num bers 21:4 And they jour neyed from mount Hor
by the way of the Red sea, to com pass the land of
Edom: and the soul of the peo ple was much dis -
cour aged be cause of the way.

As the Is ra el ites were pre par ing to en ter the Prom ised
Land, 2½ tribes of Is rael re fused to ad vance be yond the
east side of the Jor dan River. Mo ses ad mon ished them
for dis cour ag ing oth ers from obey ing God.

Num bers 32:7 And where fore dis cour age ye [Gad,
Reu ben, ½ Manasseh] the heart of the chil dren of Is -
rael from go ing over into the land which the LORD
hath given them? . . . 9 For when they went up unto the
val ley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they dis cour aged
the heart of the chil dren of Is rael, that they should not
go into the land which the LORD had given them.

The Bi ble re veals that fa thers should lead chil dren to
con trol an ger and obey God. Any other pat tern of life re -
sults in dis cour age ment.

Colossians 3:21 Fa thers, pro voke not your chil dren 
to an ger, lest they be dis cour aged .

Je sus Christ, our Mes siah and Sav ior, will never be
dis cour aged. Je sus will ful fill all proph ecy.

Isa iah 42:4 He [Christ] shall not fail nor be dis -
cour aged, till he have set judg ment in the earth: and 
the isles shall wait for his law.
Mat thew 5:18 For ver ily I [Je sus] say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tit tle shall in
no wise pass from the law, till all be ful filled.

Give and Re ceive En cour age ment
Be of good cour age, en cour age and be en cour aged as

we honor God and build-up (ed ify) one an other in the
LORD. Be faith ful in your fam ily, your church, and
wher ever the Lord leads.

Acts 20:32 And now, breth ren, I com mend you to
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an in her i tance among
all them which are sanc ti fied.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 Where fore com fort your selves
to gether, and ed ify one an other, even as also ye do.
He brews 10:25 Not for sak ing the as sem bling of our -
selves to gether, as the man ner of some is; but ex hort -
ing one an other: and so much the more, as ye see the
day ap proach ing. 030203
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