
Hav ing been led, as we be lieve, by the Spirit of
God, to re ceive the Lord Je sus Christ as our Sav -

iour, and on the pro fes sion of our faith, hav ing been
bap tized in the name of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, we do now in the pres ence of God,
an gels, and this as sem bly, most sol emnly and joy -
fully en ter into cov e nant with one an other, as one
body in Christ.

We en gage there fore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit,
to walk to gether in Chris tian love; to strive for

the ad vance ment of this church in knowl edge, ho li -
ness, and com fort; to pro mote its pros per ity and spir i -
tu al ity, to sus tain its wor ship, or di nances, dis ci pline,
and doc trines; to con trib ute cheer fully and reg u larly
to the sup port of the min is try, the ex penses of the
church, the re lief of the poor, and the spread of the
gos pel through all na tions.

We also en gage to main tain fam ily and se cret de -
vo tion; to re li giously ed u cate our chil dren; to

seek the sal va tion of our kin dred and ac quain tan ces;
to walk cir cum spectly in the world; to be just in our
deal ings, faith ful in our en gage ments, and ex em plary
in our de port ment; to avoid all tat tling, back bit ing,
and ex ces sive an ger.  To ab stain from the sale and use
of in tox i cat ing drinks as a bev er age, and to be zeal ous 
in our ef forts to ad vance the king dom of our Sav iour.

We fur ther en gage to watch over one an other in
broth erly love; to re mem ber each other in

prayer, to aid each other in sick ness and dis tress; to
cul ti vate Chris tian sym pa thy in feel ing and cour tesy
in speech; to be slow to take of fense, but al ways ready 
for rec on cil i a tion, and mind ful of the rules of our Sav -
iour to se cure it with out de lay.

We more over en gage that when we re move from
this place, we will as soon as pos si ble unite with

some other church, where we can carry out the spirit
of this cov e nant and the prin ci ples of God’s Word.

i. Of The Scrip tures
We be lieve that the Holy Bi ble was writ ten by men
di vinely in spired, and is a per fect trea sure of heav -
enly in struc tion (II Tim o thy 3:16-17);  that it has God
for its au thor, sal va tion for its end (II Tim o thy 3:15) ,
and truth, with out any mix ture of er ror, for its mat ter
(Prov erbs 30:5-6); that it re veals the prin ci ples by
which God will judge us (Romans 2:12; John
12:47-48); and there fore is, and shall re main to the
end of the world, the true cen ter of Chris tian un ion
(Philippians 3:16),  and the su preme stan dard by
which all con duct, creeds, and opin ions should be
tried (I John 4:1; Isa iah 8:20).
ii. Of The True God
We be lieve that there is one, and only one, liv ing and
true God, an in fi nite, in tel li gent Spirit, Whose name
is JE HO VAH (Ex o dus 3:14, Psalm 83:18), the
Maker and Su preme Ruler of heaven and earth (John
4:24; Psalms 147:5, 83:18; He brews 3:4; Romans
1:20; Jer e miah 10:10); in ex press ibly glo ri ous in ho -
li ness and wor thy of all pos si ble honor, con fi dence,
and love (Mark 12:30; Rev e la tion 4:11); and that in
the unity of the God head there are three per sons, the
Fa ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Mat thew 28:19
John 15:16);  equal in ev ery di vine per fec tion (John
10:30), and ex e cut ing dis tinct but har mo ni ous of fices 
in the great work of re demp tion (Ephe sians 2:18; II
Co rin thi ans 13:14).
iii. Of The Fall of Man
We be lieve that man was cre ated in a state of ho li ness, 
un der the law of his Maker (Gen e sis 1:27,31; Ec cle -
si as tes 7:29); but by vol un tary trans gres sion fell
from that holy and happy state (Gen e sis 3:6-24;
Romans 5:12); in con se quence of which all man kind
are now sin ners (Romans 5:19; John 3:6; Psalms
51:5), not by con straint but choice (Isa iah 53:6; Gen -
e sis 6:12; Romans 3:9-18), be ing by na ture ut terly
void of that ho li ness re quired by the law of God, pos i -
tively in clined to evil; and there fore un der just con -
dem na tion to eter nal ruin (Ephe si ans 2:13; Romans
1:18,31; 2:1-6), with out de fense or ex cuse (Ezekiel
18:19-20; Romans 1:20; 3:19).

iv. Of The Way Of Sal va tion
We be lieve that the sal va tion of sin ners is wholly of
grace (Ephe sians 2:5; I John 4:10); through the
Mediatorial Of fices of the Son of God (John 3:16;
1:1-14); Who by the ap point ment of the Fa ther,
freely took upon Him our na ture, yet with out sin
(Philip pians 2:6-7; He brews 2:9,14); hon ored the di -
vine law by His per sonal obe di ence (Isa iah 42:21;
Philippians 2:8) and by His death made a full atone -
ment for our sins (Isa iah 53:4-5; Mat thew 20:28;
Romans 4:25); that hav ing risen from the dead, He is
now en throned in heaven (He brews 1:8; Colossians
3:1);  and united in His won der ful per son the
tenderest sym pa thies with di vine perfections, He is
ev ery way qual i fied to be a suit able, a com pas sion ate, 
and an all-suffi cient Sav iour (He brews 7:25-26;
Colossians 2:9; He brews 2:18).
v. Of Jus ti fi ca tion
We be lieve that the great Gos pel bless ing which
Christ se cures to such as be lieve in Him (John 1:16;
Ephe sians 3:8), is Jus ti fi ca tion (Acts 13:39; Romans
5:1);  that jus ti fi ca tion in cludes the par don of sin
(Romans 5:9)  and the prom ise of eter nal life on prin -
ci ples of righ teo us ness (Romans 5:17; Ti tus 3:5,6);
that it is be stowed not in con sid er a tion of any works
of righ teous ness which we have done, but solely
through faith in the Re deemer’s blood (Romans 5:19; 
3:24-28); that it brings us into a state of most blessed
peace and fa vor with God, and se cures ev ery other
bless ing need ful for time and eter nity (Romans
5:1-3,11; Mat thew 6:33).
vi. Of The Free ness of Sal va tion
We be lieve that the bless ings of sal va tion are of fered
freely by the Gos pel of Christ (Isa iah 55:1; Rev e la -
tion 22:17); that it is the im me di ate duty of all to ac -
cept them by a cor dial, pen i tent, and obe di ent faith
(Romans 16:25-26; Mark 1:15; Romans 1:15-17);
and that noth ing pre vents the sal va tion of the great est
sin ner on earth but his own in her ent de prav ity and
vol un tary re jec tion of the Gos pel of Christ (John
5:40; Romans 9:32);  which re jec tion in volves him in
an ag gra vated con dem na tion (John 3:19; Mat thew
11:20).
vii. Of Grace In Re gen er a tion
We be lieve that in or der to be saved, sin ners must be
re gen er at ed, or born again (John 3:3, 6-7); that re gen -
er a tion con sists in giv ing a holy dis po si tion to the
mind (II Co rin thi ans 5:17; Ezekiel 36:26; Romans

2:28-29);  that it is ef fected in a man ner above our
com pre hen sion by the power of the Holy Spirit, in
con nec tion with di vine truth (John 3:8; 1:13; James
1:16-18);  so as to se cure our vol un tary obe di ence to
the Gos pel of Christ (I Pe ter 1:22-25; I John 5:1;
Ephe sians 4:20-24);  and that its proper ev i dence ap -
pears in the holy fruits of re pen tance, and faith, and
new ness of life (Ephe sians 5:9, 3:14-21; Romans
8:9; Galatians 5:16-23).
viii. Of Re pen tance And Faith
We be lieve that Re pen tance and Faith are sa cred du -
ties, and also in sep a ra ble graces wrought in our souls
by the re gen er at ing Spirit of God (Mark 1:15; Acts
11:18; Ephe sians 2:8; I John 5:1); whereby be ing
deeply con vinced of our guilt, dan ger, and help less -
ness, and of the way of sal va tion by Christ (John
16:8; Acts 2:37-38, 16:30-31), we turn to God with
un feigned con tri tion, con fes sion, and sup pli ca tion
for mercy (Luke 18:13; James 4:7-10); at the same
time heart ily re ceiv ing the Lord Je sus Christ as our
Prophet, Priest, and King, and re ly ing on Him alone
as the only and all-sufficient Sav iour (Romans
10:9-13; Acts 3:22-23).
ix. Of God’s Pur pose Of Grace
We be lieve that elec tion is the eter nal pur pose of God, 
ac cord ing to which He gra ciously re gen er ates, sanc ti -
fies, and saves sin ners (II Tim o thy 1:8-9; Ephe sians
1:3-14; Romans 11:5-6); that be ing per fectly con sis -
tent with the free agency of man, it com pre hends all
the means in con nec t ion with the end ( I I
Thessalonians 2:13-14; Acts 13:48; John 10:16);
that it is a most glo ri ous dis play of God’s sov er eign
good ness, be ing in fi nitely free, wise, holy, and un -
change able (Ex o dus 33:18-19; Mat thew 20:15;
Ephe sians 1:11; Romans 9:23-24, 11:28-36); that it
ut terly ex cludes boast ing and pro motes hu mil ity,
love, prayer, praise, trust in God, and ac tive im i ta tion
of His free mercy (I Co rin thi ans 4:7, 1:26-31;
Colossians 3:12); that it en cour ages the use of means
in the high est de gree in har mony with the whole
coun sel of God (II Tim o thy 2:10; I Co rin thi ans 9:12;
Romans 8:28-30; John 6:37-40); that it may be as cer -
tained by its ef fects in all who truly be lieve the Gos -
pel of Christ (I Thessalonians 1:4-10); that it is the
foun da tion of Chris tian as sur ance (Romans 8:28-31,
11:29); and that to as cer tain it with re gard to our -
selves de mands and de serves the ut most dil i gence (II
Pe ter 1:10-11; Philippians 3:12).

110598

Church Covenant Church  Dec la ra tion 
         of Faith



x. Of Sanc ti fi ca tion
We be lieve that sanc ti fi ca tion is the pro cess by
which, ac cord ing to the will of God, we are made par -
tak ers of His ho li ness (I Thes salonians 4:3, 5:23; II
Co rin thi ans 7:1); that it is a pro gres sive work (Prov -
erbs 4:18; II Pe ter 1:5-8; Philippians 3:12-16); that
it is be gun in re gen er a tion (John 6:29; Romans 8:5;
Philippians 1:9-11); and that it is car ried on in the
hearts of be liev ers by the pres ence and power of the
Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Com forter, in the con tin -
ual use of the ap pointed means—es pe cially, the
Word of God, self-examina tion, self-denial, watch -
ful ness, and prayer (John 17:17; Philippians
2:12-13; Ephe sians 4:11-12; I Pe ter 2:2).
xi. Of The Per se ver ance Of Saints
We be lieve that such only are real be liev ers as en dure
unto the end (John 8:31; I John 2:27-28, 3:9); that
their per se ver ing at tach ment to Christ is the grand
mark which dis tin guishes them from su per fi cial pro -
fes sions (I John 2:19; Mat thew 13:20-21); that a spe -
cial prov i dence watches over their wel fare (Romans
8:28; Mat thew 6:30-33); and that they are kept by the
power of God through faith unto sal va tion
(Philippians 1:6, 2:12-13; Jude 24-25).
xii. Of The Har mony Of The Law And The
Gos pel
We be lieve that the law of God is the eter nal and un -
change able rule of His moral gov ern ment (Romans
3:31; Mat thew 5:17; Luke 16:17); that it is holy, just,
and good (Romans 7:12-14,22; Galatians 3:21); and
that the in abil ity which the Scrip tures as cribe to fallen 
men to ful fill its pre cepts, arises en tirely from their
love of sin (Romans 8:7-8; Jer e miah 13:23); to de -
liver from which, and to re store them through a Me di -
a tor to un feigned obe di ence to the holy law, is one
great end of the Gos pel of Christ, and of the means of
grace con nected with the es tab lish ment of the church
(Romans 8:2,4, 10:4; Jude 20-21; Mat thew 16:17-18).
xiii. Of A Gos pel Church
We be lieve that the church of Christ is a vis i ble con gre -
ga tion of bap tized be liev ers (I Co rin thi ans 1:1-13; Mat -
thew 18:17; Acts 5:11, 8:1), as so ci ated by cov e nant in
the faith and fel low ship of the Gos pel of Christ (Acts
2:41-42,47; II Co rin thi ans 8:5; II Thessalonians 3:6;
Romans 16:17-20); gov erned by His laws (Mat thew
28:20; John 14:15,21; I John 4:21); and ex er cis ing
gifts, rights, and priv i leges in vested in them by His
Word (Ephe sians 4:7; I Co rin thi ans 14:12; Philippians 

1:27); that its only scrip tural of fi cers are Bishops or
Pas tors, and Dea cons (Philippians 1:1; Acts 14:23; I
Tim o thy 3), whose qual i fi ca tions, claims, and du ties are
de fined in the Epis tles to Tim o thy and Ti tus.
xiv. Of Bap tism And The Lord’s Sup per
We be lieve that Chris tian bap tism is the im mer sion in 
wa ter of a be liever (Acts 8:37; Mat thew 3:5-6; John
3:22-23), into the name of the Fa ther, and Son, and
Holy Spirit (Mat thew 28:19; Acts 10:47-48),  to show
forth in a sol emn and beau ti ful em blem, our faith in the
cru ci fied, bur ied, and risen Sav iour, with its ef fects, in
our death to sin and res ur rec tion to a new life (Romans
6:4; Colossians 2:12); that it is a pre req ui site to the
priv i lege of a church re la tion; and to the Lord’s Sup per
(Acts 2:41-42; Mat thew 28:19-20), in which the mem -
bers of the church by the sa cred use of unleaven bread
and fruit of the vine (Mark 14:22-25), are to com mem o -
rate to gether the dy ing love of Christ (I Co rin thi ans
11:26; Mat thew 26:26-29); pre ceded al ways by sol emn 
self-examina tion (I Co rin th i ans 11:28, 5:1,8).
xv. Of The Lord’s Day
We be lieve that the first day of the week is the Lord’s
Day (Acts 20:7; Colos sians 2:16-17; John 20:19; I
Co rin thi ans 16:1-2);  and is to be kept sa cred to re li -
gious pur poses (Ex o dus 20:8; Rev e la tion 1:10;
Psalms 118:24), by ab stain ing from all sec u lar la bor
and sin ful rec re ations (Isa iah 58:13-14; 56:2-8), by
the de vout ob ser va tion of all means of grace, both pri -
vate (Psalms 118:15) and pub lic (He brews 10:24-25;
Acts 11:26, 13:44); and by prep a ra tion for that rest that 
remaineth for the peo ple of God (He brews 4:3-11).
xvi. Of Civil Gov ern ment
We be lieve that civil gov ern ment is of di vine ap point -
ment for the in ter est and good or der of hu man so ci ety
(Romans 13:1-7; Deu ter o n omy 16:18); and that
mag is trates are to be prayed for, con sci en tiously hon -
ored, and obeyed (Mat thew 22:21; Ti tus 3:1; I Pe ter
2:13; I Tim o thy 2:1-8); ex cept only in things op posed 
to the will of our Lord Je sus Christ (Acts 5:29; Mat -
thew 10:28; Dan iel 3:15-18, 6:7-10), Who is the only 
Lord of the con science, and the Prince of the kings of
the earth (Mat thew 23:10; Romans 14:4; Rev e la tion
19:16; Psalms 72:11).
xvii. Of The Righ teous And The Wicked
We be lieve that there is a rad i cal and es sen tial dif fer -
ence be tween the righ te ous and the wicked (Malachi
3:18; Prov erbs 12:26; Romans 6:16); that such only
as through faith are jus ti fied in the name of the Lord

Je sus, and sanc ti fied by the Spirit of our God, are
truly righ teous in His es teem (Prov erbs 21:27;
Romans 1:17, 4:6, 6:18-22; I John 2:29, 3:7); while
all such as con tinue in im pen i tence and un be lief are in 
His sight wicked, and un der the curse (I John 5:19;
Galati ans 3:10; John 3:36); and this dis tinc tion
holds among men both in and af ter death (Prov erbs
14:32, 10:24; Luke 16:25; John 8:21-24).
xviii. Of The World To Come
We be lieve that the end of this world is ap proach ing (I
Pe ter 4:7; I Co rin thi ans 7:29-31; He brews 1:10-12;
Mat thew 24:35);  that at the last day, Christ will de scend 
from heaven (Acts 1:11; Rev e la tion 1:7; He brews 9:28; 
I Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:1-11), and raise the dead
from the grave to fi nal ret ri bu tion; that a sol emn sep a ra -
tion will then take place (Mat thew 13:37-43,49,
24:30-31, 25:31-33);  that the wicked will be ad judged
to end less pun ish ment (Acts 24:15; I Co rin thi ans
15:12-58; John 5:28-29), and the righ teous to end less
joy (Mat thew 25:35-41; Rev e la tion 22:11; I Co rin thi -
ans 6:9-10; Romans 6:22); and that this judg ment will
fix for ever the fi nal state of men in heaven or hell, on
prin ci ples of righ teous ness (Romans 3:5-6; II
Thessalonians 1:6-12; He brews 6:1-2; Romans
2:2-16).

Church Cov e nant and
Dec la ra tion of Faith

Jude 1:3 ... ear nestly con tend for the faith
which was once de liv ered unto the saints.

Mat thew 28:18 And Je sus came and spake unto
them, say ing, All power is given unto me in

heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye there fore, and
teach all na tions, bap tiz ing them in the name of

the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: 20 Teaching them to ob serve all things
what so ever I have com manded you: and, lo, I
am with you al way, even unto the end of the

world. Amen. 

By Dr. Gail E. Terrell
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