
OLD TES TA MENT SUM MARY 
(39 BOOKS)

The 5 Books of the Law (Pen ta teuch)
Gen e sis-be gin nings and Noah’s flood (1-11); Abra -
ham, Isaac, Ja cob (Is rael), to Jo seph’s death in Egypt
(12-50).
Ex o dus-bond age/re demp tion; Mo ses leads Is rael out
of Egyp tian slav ery, law and ta ber na cle given at Mt.
Si nai.
Le vit i cus-given at Mt. Si nai to guide wor ship (moral,
cer e mo nial, re li gious), priests, feasts, vows, tithes.
Num bers-sta tis tics, in struc tions, le gal mat ters, Is -
rael’s 40 years wil der ness wan der ings due to dis obe -
di ence.
Deu ter on omy-re view of the Mo saic law, wor ship,
wil der ness jour neys, prom ises and warn ings, death of 
Mo ses.

The 12 Books of His tory
Joshua-con quest, di vi sion of Prom ised Land by
Joshua.
Judges-cy cles in which Is rael re bels, is con quered
and op pressed, re pents unto God, then God raises
judges (mil i tary and po lit i cal lead ers) to de liver Is -
rael.
Ruth- dur ing Judges,  a Moabite woman chooses to
serve God and be comes the great grand mother of Da -
vid.
I Sam uel-Sam uel, last of the judges; Saul, first king,
and Da vid’s early years; Saul’s re bel lion and death.
II Sam uel-Da vid’s 40 yr. reign, height of Is rael’s
glory, Je ru sa lem be comes cap i tal, Da vid’s sin and re -
pen tance.
I Kings-Da vid’s death, Sol o mon’s reign, the king -
dom di vided into Ju dah (South) and Is rael (North),
through reigns of Jehoshaphat (South) and Ahab
(North).
II Kings-re main ing Kings (di vided king dom),fall of
Is rael (As syr ian in va sion) and Ju dah (Bab y lo nian
Cap tiv ity).
I Chron i cles-Da vid’s reign and prep a ra tions for
build ing Tem ple (cf., II Sam uel).
II Chron i cles-Sol o mon, kings of Ju dah, Bab y lo nian
cap tiv ity, Tem ple his tory (cf., I, II Kings), end of cap -
tiv ity.
Ezra- re turn from Bab y lo nian cap tiv ity with
Zerubbabel and Ezra, Tem ple re built (cf., Haggai  and 
Zech a riah) .

Nehemiah-re build ing of Je ru sa lem’s walls un der
Nehemiah, re forms of the peo ple.
Es ther-de liv er ance of Is rael through faith ful ness of
Queen Es ther and Mor de cai dur ing Per sian Em pire.

The 5 Books of Po etry
Job-time of Abra ham, Job suf fers and loses ev ery -
thing, but re mains true to God;God blesses Job for
faith ful ness.
Psalms-songs of praise, prayers, and wor ship to God;
1/2 writ ten by Da vid, 1/4 of N. T. quotes are from
Psalms.
Prov erbs-God’s wis dom for prob lems of ev ery day
life; writ ten by Sol o mon to in struct in righ teous liv -
ing.
Ec cle si as tes- van ity of earthly life from hu man per -
spec tive (un der the sun) apart from God, writ ten by
Sol o mon.

Song of Sol o mon-de scrip tion of the ro man tic love of
Sol o mon and his Shulamite bride.

Isa iah-8th cent BC, to Ju dah, As syr ian cri sis: warns
of judg ment against Ju dah and de liv er ance of the
faith ful.

Jer e miah-7th cent BC, to Ju dah, Bab y lo nian cri sis:
warns of com ing judg ment against Ju dah, urges sur -
ren der to Nebuchadnezzar as last ef fort to save Je ru -
sa lem, proph ecy of re turn of rem nant af ter 70 yrs
cap tiv ity.

Lam en ta tions-6th cent BC, to ex iles: Jer e miah’s la -
ment over Bab y lon’s de struc tion of Je ru sa lem.

Ezekiel-6th cent BC, to ex iles dur ing Bab y lo nian
cap tiv ity: de stroys false hopes for early re turn to Je ru -
sa lem, warns of Je ru sa lem’s im pend ing fall, en cour -
ages the faith ful with prom ises of res to ra tion.

Dan iel-6th cent BC, to ex iles dur ing Bab y lo nian
cap tiv ity: Dan iel’s ex pe ri ences and proph e cies of
world king doms.

The 12 Books of the Mi nor Prophets
Ho sea-8th cent BC, to Is rael, As syr ian cri sis: de -
scribes apos tasy of Is rael and com ing judg ment; Ho -
sea’s adul ter ous wife is com pared to Is rael’s adul tery
from God.

Joel-9th cent BC, to Ju dah: plague and fam ine are
shown to be a type of com ing judg ment in the Day of
the Lord.

Amos-8th cent BC, to Is rael, As syr ian cri sis: dur ing
na tional pros per ity Amos proph e sies the doom of Is -
rael and neigh bor ing na tions; fu ture prom ises for the
faith ful.
Obadiah-6th cent BC, to Edom: doom of Edom be -
cause they helped plun der Je ru sa lem; short est O.T.
book.
Jo nah-9th cent BC, to Nineveh: Jo nah dis obeys God
and is swal lowed by a fish, then obeys God and
proph e sies Nineveh’s doom;  Nineveh re pents and is
saved by God.
Mi cah-8th cent BC, to Ju dah, As syr ian cri sis: warns
of com ing judg ment against Is rael and Ju dah, prom -
ises res to ra tion and fore tells the birth place of Christ
(5:2).
Nahum-7th cent BC, to Nineveh, Bab y lo nian cri sis:
warns of com ing de struc tion of cruel Nineveh.
Habakkuk-7th cent BC, to Ju dah, Bab y lo nian cri sis:
sin ful Ju dah to be pun ished by even more sin ful Bab -
y lon, woes against Bab y lon, prom ises for the faith ful.
Zephaniah-7th cent BC, to Ju dah, Bab y lo nian cri sis:
warns of soon to come in va sion of Bab y lo nians and
its ef fect on Ju dah and neigh bor ing na tions.
Haggai-6th cent BC, to re turned rem nant: Jews urged
to re sume re build ing the Tem ple af ter 15 yr de lay due
to en emy re sis tance; vic tory for faith ful ness.

Zech a riah-6th cent BC, to re turned rem nant: fur ther
urg ing to com plete the Tem ple, proph e cies of Christ.
Malachi-5th cent BC, to re turned rem nant: ex horts
against ma te ri al ism and spir i tual shal low ness, and
proph e sies a com ing Mes siah; last O.T. book.

NEW TES TA MENT SUM MARY
 (27 BOOKS)

The Four Gos pels (life of Christ sum mary) 
(1) Birth and Child hood (age 1-12 yrs.) with flight
into Egypt, home at Naz a reth, visit to Je ru sa lem;
noth ing more known of Christ’s life from 12 yrs. old
to adult hood;
(2) Judean Min is try (12 mo.), pub lic min is try be gins
at adult hood (age 30 yrs. by Jew ish cus tom), bap tism,
temp ta tion by Sa tan, 1st dis ci ples, 1st mir a cle - wed -
ding in Cana, 1st Pass over;
(3) Great Gal i lean Min is try (18 mo.)-most of the mir -
a cles and par a bles, head quar ters at Capernaum,
choos ing of the 12 apos tles, Ser mon on the Mount,
1st tour of Gal i lee, trip to Je ru sa lem, 2nd and 3rd tour
of Gal i lee, be head ing of John the Bap tist; 
(4) Min is try of With drawals  (6 mo.)-across the Sea of 
Gal i lee and feed ing of 5000 peo ple, into Phoe ni cia
and heal ing of daugh ter of Gen tile woman, into
Decapol is  and feed ing 4000 peo ple,  into
Caesarea-Philippi with His newly es tab lished church
(cf., I Co rin thi ans 12:28 ); 
(5) Perean Min is try (6 mo.)-leav ing Gal i lee and send -
ing the 70 dis ci ples, 3 trips into Je ru sa lem with the
meet ing of Mar tha and Mary and the rais ing of Laz a -
rus, quiet time in Ephraim, ad vanc ing to ward Je ru sa -
lem and meet ing with rich young ruler, into Je ri cho
with heal ing of blind Bartimaeus and meet ing of
Zacchaeus, rest in Bethany;

(6) Je sus’ Last Week  in Je ru sa lem, His trial, cru ci fix -
ion, and res ur rec tion;
(7) Forty Days’ Ap pear ances af ter the res ur rec tion.

The first three Gos pels are called syn op tic be cause
they are par al lel ac counts of the life of Christ. John
de scribes many events not men tioned in the other
three Gos pels.
Mat thew-by the apos tle Mat thew, a for mer tax col -
lec tor, em pha sizes Je sus as prom ised King of Kings:
(1-2) birth of the Mes siah, Je sus Christ, His royal lin -
eage through Jo seph, flight into Egypt; (3-18) great
Gal i lean min is try and min is try of with draw als;
(19-20) Perean min is try; (21-28) last days, death, res -
ur rec tion and ap pear ances of Je sus, and com mis sion -
ing of the Lord’s church.
Mark-by John Mark, Pe ter’s helper; em pha sizes Je -
sus as the Ser vant of God and His deeds of ser vice:
(1-9) great Gal i lean min is try, min is try of with draw -
als; (10) Perean min is try; (11-16) last days, death,
res ur rec tion of Je sus.

The 5 Books of the Major Prophets



Luke-by Luke, Paul’s phy si cian/helper; em pha sizes
Je sus as per fect Man with out sin: (1-2) birth of Je sus,
hu man lin eage through Mary; (3-9) great Gal i lean
min is try, min is try of with draw als; (10-19) Perean
min is try; (20-24) last days, death, res ur rec tion and
ap pear ances of Je sus.
John- by the apos tle John, em pha sizes Je sus as the
Son of God, a per son of the God head re vealed in the
flesh of hu man ity; al most half of John con cerns the
last days of Christ be fore the cru ci fix ion: (1-5)
Judean min is try; (6) with drawal across the Sea of
Gal i lee;  (7-11) Perean min is try; (12-21) the last
days, death, res ur rec tion and ap pear ances of Je sus.

Acts of the Holy Spirit (his tory)
Acts- acts of Holy Spirit dur ing 33 yrs. from Christ’s
as cen sion to Paul’s 1st Ro man im pris on ment; writ ten 
by Luke, phy si cian/helper of Paul: (1-12) em pow er -
ing of the church, min is tries of Pe ter and oth ers;
(13-28) life of Paul and his 3 mis sion ary jour neys.
Paul’s epis tles writ ten as fol lows (cf., Acts 13-28):
(1) 2nd mis sion ary jour ney-I,II Thessalonians from
Cor inth; (2) 3rd mis sion ary jour ney-I Co rin thi ans
from Ephesus, II Co rin thi ans from Mac e do nia,
Galatians and Romans  from Cor inth; (3) 1st Ro man
cap t iv i ty-Philemon, Colossians, Ephe sians,
Philippians, and He brews ; (4) free dom-I Tim o thy in
Mac e do nia and Ti tus in Ephesus; (5) 2nd Ro man cap -
tiv ity-II Tim o thy and death.

Epis tles of Paul-14 Books
Romans-to the church at Rome, sum ma rizes gos pel
and ma jor Bib li cal doc trines: (1-8) doc trinal sum -
mary em pha siz ing jus ti fi ca tion by faith; (9-11) prom -
ises to Is rael, God’s cho sen peo ple; (12-16) prac ti cal
ap pli ca tions.
I Co rin thi ans-to cor rect er rors in the church at Cor -
inth:  (1-4) im proper di vi sions, (5) church dis ci pline,
(6) civil law and pu rity, (7) mar riage, (8-11) Chris tian 
lib erty, (12-14) spir i tual gifts, (15) the res ur rec tion,
(16) help for needy saints and en cour age ments for all.
II Co rin thi ans-to the church at Cor inth: (1-7) the true
gos pel min is try and prin ci ples for ac tion, (8-9) giv ing 
to help oth ers in need, (10-13) Paul’s ap os tolic au -
thor ity.

Galatians-to churches of Galatia; em pha sizes sal va -
tion by God’s grace rather than by man’s obe di ence to 
the law, op poses Judaizers sim i lar to Sev enth Day
Ad ven tists: (1-2) Paul’s ap os tolic au thor ity, (3-4)
jus ti fi ca tion by faith, (5-6) in struc tions for prac ti cal
liv ing.
Ephe sians-to the church at Ephesus em pha siz ing
need to serve Christ through un ion with one of the
Lord’s churches: (1-3) God’s sov er eignty and be -
liever’s se cu rity in Christ; (4-5) be liever’s faith ful -
ness and ser vice in the body of Christ, His church; (6)
Chris tian fam ily and be liever’s war fare.
Philippians-to the faith ful Philippi church: (1) joy tri -
umph ing over suf fer ing, (2) joy in sac ri fi cial ser vice
to Christ, (3) joy of faith in Christ, (4) joy in the peace
of God.

Colossians-to the church at Colosse stress ing de ity
and hu man ity of Christ, and op pos ing Gnosticism
(false mys ti cism): (1) ex al ta tion of Christ, (2) warn -
ing against er ror, (3) new life in Christ, (4) fel low ship
in Christ.

I Thessalonians-to the church at Thessalonica con -
cern ing: (1-3) ac tiv i ties in the church, (4-5) the Chris -
tian life in view of the im mi nent re turn of Christ.

II Thessalonians-to the church at Thessalonica, in -
struc tions con cern ing: (1) per se cu tions, (2) the com -
ing of Christ, (3) en cour age ments to serve un til Christ 
re turns.
I Tim o thy-1st of 3 Pas to ral Epis tles, to Tim o thy, pas -
tor of church at Ephesus: (1) warns against false
teach ers, (2-6) in structs in doc trine and church 
gov ern ment.

II Tim o thy-2nd of the 3 Pas to ral Epis tles, to Tim o thy, 
pas tor of church at Ephesus: (1) de scribes the true
min is ter of Christ, (2) en cour ages to be a good sol dier
of Je sus Christ, (3-4) warns of apos tasy in last days
and en cour ages use of God’s Word to cor rect all
 er ror.
Ti tus-3rd of the 3 Pas to ral Epis tles, to Ti tus, pas tor of
church at Crete, em pha sizes: (1) qual i fi ca tions of el -
ders, warn ings against false teach ers; (2-3) in struc -
tions for church mem bers, sound doc trine as guide for 
godly life.

Philemon-to Philemon, wealthy Chris tian at Colosse; 
Paul in ter cedes for Onesimus, a run away slave who
be came a Chris tian and helped Paul; en cour ages lead -
ers and ser vants to treat each other with love.

He brews-prob a bly writ ten by Paul to an swer ques -
tions of Jew ish Chris tians and all who study the O.T.:
(1-4) glory of Christ better than O.T. types and ex am -
ples, (5-10) glory of the priest hood of Christ as the
Son of God, (11-13) the wor ship and walk of the
faith ful.

Gen eral Epis tles-7 Books
James-prob a bly writ ten by the half-brother of Je sus;
em pha sizes that true faith pro duces works of righ -
teous ness: (1-2) faith tested, (3) dif fi culty con trol ling
the tongue, (4) warn ings against world li ness, (5)
warn ings to the rich and the en cour age ment of
Christ’s re turn.
I Pe ter-by the apos tle; warns and com forts suf fer ing
Chris tians at tacked by non-Christians: (1) joy even in
suf fer ing, (2-3) ho li ness in suf fer ing, (4) new life in
Christ.
II Pe ter-by the apos tle;warns Chris tians about false
teach ers al ready among them: (1) Chris tian vir tue and 
the Scrip tures; (2) warn ings con cern ing false teach -
ers; (3) warn ings against scoff ers who deny the cre -
ation, the world-wide flood of Noah, and the com ing
of Christ.

I John-by the apos tle; op poses Gnosticism,
spirit-mysticism sim i lar to to day’s Chris tian-Science
who deny phys i cal re al ity, and em pha sizes: (1) re al -
ity of the de ity and hu man ity of Christ, fel low ship,
and for give ness; (2-3) abid ing light and love in
Christ, our Ad vo cate with God; (4) false teach ers,
Chris tian love for the breth ren; (5) faith vic to ri ous
that over comes the world.

II John-by the apos tle; warns against com pro mise
with er ror, en cour ages to guard truth with love.
III John-by the apos tle; warns against church bosses
like Diotrephes who re fuse fel low ship with ser vants
of God.

Jude- prob a bly writ ten by half-brother of Je sus; warns 
against false doc trine, and en cour ages Chris tians to
ear nestly con tend for the faith which was once de liv -
ered unto the saints.

Proph ecy-1 Book
Rev e la tion-by the apos tle John, re veals: (1) the vi sion 
of the glo ri ous Christ, (2-3) let ters of in struc tion to
seven churches, (4-22) fu ture events yet to be ful -
filled end ing in the great White Throne Judg ment of
the un saved and the eter nal state of the re deemed in
Christ.



Bib li cal Chro nol ogy
Year Bib li cal Event (dates are ap prox i mate)
96 AD Writ ing of Rev e la tion
97-64 AD Gen eral Epis tles: James; I,II Pe ter;  I,II,III John; Jude
70 AD De struc tion of Je ru sa lem by Rome
68 AD Paul’s 2nd Ro man im pris on ment: writ ing

of II Tim o thy, Paul’s death
63-67 AD Be tween Paul’s Ro man im pris on ments: writ ing

of I Tim o thy in Mac e do nia and Ti tus in Ephesus
29-63 AD Acts of the Holy Spirit
61-63 AD Paul’s 1st Ro man im pris on ment: writ ing of Phile-

mon, Colossians, Ephe sians, Philippians, He brews
54-58 AD Paul’s third mis sion ary jour ney: writ ing of I Corin-

thians in Ephesus, II Co rin thi ans in Mac e do nia,
Galatians and Romans in Cor inth

51-54 AD Paul’s sec ond mis sion ary jour ney: writ ing of
I,II Thessalonians in Cor inth

36 AD Paul’s con ver sion on the road to Da mas cus
27-30 AD Min is try, death, burial, res ur rec tion, and as cen sion

of Je sus: re corded in Mat thew, Mark, Luke,  and John
    5 BC Birth of Je sus, re corded in  Mat thew and Luke
400 BC Malachi writ ten, end of Old Tes ta ment
444 BC Nehemiah re builds the walls of Je ru sa lem
516 BC Je ru sa lem Tem ple re built, Ezra, Haggai, Zech a riah
536 BC Rem nant re turns to Je ru sa lem from Bab y lon
586 BC De struc tion of Je ru sa lem and Ju dah by Bab y lon
606 BC Ju dah (South ern King dom) con quered by Bab y lon
722 BC De struc tion of Is rael (North ern King dom), and the

be gin ning of the As syr ian Cap tiv ity
931 BC Sol o mon’s death, Prom ised Land di vided into Is rael

 (North ern King dom) & Ju dah (South ern King dom)

     ( The fol low ing pro vide the ap prox i mate date of cre ation)

Appx.       Years
Year       Elapsed          Bib li cal Event Scrip ture

  966 BC* 4th Yr. of Sol o mon’s reign
480 Years Elapsed I Kings 6:1

1446 BC Date of Ex o dus from Egypt
430 So journ in Egypt Ex o dus

12:40-41
1876 BC Is rael En ters Egypt

130 Ja cob’s age en ter ing Egypt Gen e sis 47:9
2006 BC Birth of Ja cob

  60 Isaac’s age at Ja cob’s birth Gen e sis 25:26
2066 BC Birth of Isaac

100 Abra ham’s age at Isaac’s birth Gen e sis 21:5
2166 BC Birth of Abra ham

-75 Abra ham’s age leav ing Haran Gen e sis 12:4
2091 BC Death of Abra ham’s fa ther, Terah,  Acts 7:2-4

427 Ge ne al ogy, Flood to Terah’s death, Gen e sis 11
2518 BC World-wide Flood of Noah
                 1656Ge ne al ogy, Adam to Noah’s Flood, Gen e sis 5
4174 BC Cre ation  
*Prob a bly ac cu rate within 5 years, de ter mined from Bib li cal and ar chae o log i cal stud -
ies.

Sum mary of the Bi ble,
Book by Book

by Dr. Gail E. Terrell
 

Study to shew thy self ap proved unto God, a work -
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di vid -

ing the word of truth

II Tim o thy 2:15

The Bi ble is God’s Holy Word
The 66 books of the Bi ble were writ ten by about 40 men in three
lan guages dur ing 1600 yrs (1500 BC to 100 AD); how ever, the Bi -
ble is unique in unity, show ing that God is the ul ti mate source of all
con tained in the Bi ble. We know that the Bi ble, the Holy Scrip ture,
is God’s in fal li ble Word be cause:
1. The Bi ble claims  that  all scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion of God
(i.e., God-breathed, II Tim o thy 3:16).
2. The Bi ble claims to be writ ten when holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost (II Pe ter 1:21).
3. The Holy Spirit con firms in the heart of the Chris tian that the Bi -
ble is truly the Word of God:  But the Com forter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Fa ther will send in my [Je sus] name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your re mem brance,
what so ever I  have said unto you (John 14:26).
4. Je sus said that the Old Tes ta ment is ac cu rate and must all be ful -
filled (Luke 24:44-45).
5. The res ur rec tion of Je sus dem on strates that Christ is all He
claims to be, and con firms the au then tic ity of the Bi ble: whereof he
hath given as sur ance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from
the dead (Acts 17:31).
6. Ar chae ol ogy and his tory con firm the ac cu racy of the Bi ble. De -
spite nearly 2000 years of at tack, care ful study sup ports even the
most ex treme de tails of Bib li cal ac cu racy!
7. Sci ence con firms  Bib li cal ac cu racy. Sci ence is ac tu ally the ob -
ser va tion of God work ing in the uni verse, and sci en tific in ves ti ga -
tion shows that God does ex actly what He says in the Bi ble that He
does (Acts 14:15-17; Romans 1:19-20).
8. The ful fill ment of Bib li cal proph ecy shows that the Bi ble is truly
God’s Word (Deu ter on omy 18:22).
9. The wit ness of trans formed lives of be liev ers who serve Christ in 
His churches shows forth the re al ity of Scrip tural truth (Acts 1:8).

Facts about the Bi ble

• The Bi ble con tains 66 books with 39 in the O.T. and 27 in the
N.T.   The mid dle book of the: (1) Old Tes ta ment is Prov erbs,
and (2) New Tes ta ment is II Thessalonians.

• The Bi ble was di vided into chap ters by Ste phen Langton about
1228 AD, and con tains 1189 chap ters with 929 in the O.T. and
260 in the N.T. If you read only 3 1/4  chap ters per day, you will
read the Bi ble ev ery year! The mid dle chap ter of the: (1) Bi ble is
Psalm 117 (also the short est chap ter), (2) O.T. is Job 29, (3) N.T. 
is Romans 13. The lon gest chap ter is Psalm 119.  II Kings 19 is
ex actly like Isa iah 37.

• The O.T. was di vided into verses by R. Na than in 1448 AD, and
the N.T. by Rob ert Stephanus in 1551 AD. The Geneva Bi ble of
1560 AD was the first pub lished Bi ble di vided into chap ters and
verses. The Bi ble con tains 31,173 verses with 23,214 in O.T.
and 7,959 in N.T. Mid dle verse of the: (1) Bi ble is Psalm 118:18, 
(2) O.T. is II Chron i cles 20:17, (3) N.T. is Acts 17:17. Shortest
verse of the: (1) Bi ble and N.T. is John 11:35, (2) O.T. is I
Chron i cles 1:25. The lon gest verse in the Bi ble is Es ther 8:9.
Verse with all let ters of the al pha bet ex cept: (1) J is Ezra 7:21,
and (2) Q is  Dan iel 4:37.

• The KJV Bi ble con tains about 773,692 words with about
592,439 in the O.T. and 181,253 in the N.T.  The lon gest word in 
the Bi ble is Ma’-her-shal’-al-hash’-baz (18 let ters), Isa iah 8:1,3. 
The Bi ble con tains about 3,566,480 let ters with about 2,728,100 
in the O.T. and 838,380 in the N.T.

The Bible is our guide for life,
 a roadmap of holiness
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