
Bib li cal Doc trine of the
Atone ment

...we also joy in God through our Lord Je sus
Christ, by whom we have now re ceived the

atone ment. Romans 5:11

I. The Doc trine of Atone ment in cludes all that
Christ ac com plished by His death to save sin -
ners, i.e., the sat is fac tion  of all the de mands of
God’s holy char ac ter and law upon which the
fa vor and fel low ship of God were sus pended.
Christ obeyed ev ery pre cept of the law and was
with out guilt. Christ was the per fect sub sti tute
who bore the pun ish ment rightly due sin ners
whose guilt is im puted to Him such that He rep -
re sen ta tively bore their pun ish ment. The fol -
low ing theo log i cal terms de scribe the mean ing
of the atone ment.

A.Atone ment—com bines the syl  la  b les
at-one-ment, mean ing to be made one or to rec -
on cile. In Bib li cal us age, atone ment is de scribed
as the sat is fac tion of Di vine law in clud ing (1)
the obe di ence which the law de mands as the con -
di tion of life, and (2) the suf fer ing which the law
de mands as the pen alty of sin.  Rom. 5:19 ...by
the obe di ence of one shall many be made righ -
teous... 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for
righ teous ness to ev ery one that be liev eth. Heb.
9:28 So Christ was once of fered to bear the sins
of many...
1.In the KJV Old Tes ta ment, two words are

trans lated atone ment:
a. kaphar, a He brew verb trans lated atone -

ment, con veys the con cept to cover, to put
sin out of sight, to rec on cile.    Le vit i cus
17:11 ...for it is the blood that maketh an
atone ment [kaphar] for the soul. Ezekiel
45:15 ...to make rec on cil i a tion [kaphar] for
them, saith the Lord GOD.

b. kippurim,  a He brew noun trans lated atone -
ment, con veys the con cept of cov er ings.  
Le vit i cus 23:28 ...for it is a day of atone ment
[kippurim]                   to make an atone ment
[kaphar] for you be fore the LORD your
God.

2.In the KJV New Tes ta ment, the Eng lish word
atone ment oc curs once as a trans la tion of
katallage, a Greek noun which con veys the

con cept of rec on cil i a tion.  as also does the
Greek its verb form katallasso.    Romans
5:11 ....we also joy in God through our Lord
Je sus Christ by whom we have now re ceived
the atone ment [katallage]. II Co rin thi ans 5:18 
And all things are of God, who hath rec on ciled
[katallasso] us to him self by Je sus Christ, and
hath given to us the min is try of rec on cil i a tion
[katallage]; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ,
rec on cil ing [katallasso] the world unto him -
self, not im put ing their tres passes unto them;
and hath com mit ted unto us the word of rec on -
cil i a tion [katallage]. 20 Now then we are am -
bas sa dors for Christ, as though God did
be seech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s
stead, be ye rec on ciled [katallasso] to God.

B. Ex pi a tion—bear ing a pen alty for sin.     1 Pe ter 
2:24 Who his [Je sus’] own self bare our sins in
his own body on the tree, that we, be ing dead to
sins, should live unto righ teous ness: by whose
stripes ye were healed.

C. For give ness—charges re moved be cause sat is -
fac tion has been made; a ju di cial rather than an
emo tional term.     Ephe sians 1:7 In whom [Je -
sus] we have re demp tion through his blood, the
for give ness of sins, ac cord ing to the riches of his
grace.

D. Guilt—the just charge for sin or trans gres sion.
James 2:10 For who so ever shall keep the whole
law, and yet of fend in one point, he is guilty of
all.

E. Im pu ta tion—to lay the re spon si bil ity or credit
upon an other.  II Cor. 5:19 To wit, that God was
in Christ, rec on cil ing the world unto him self, not 
im put ing their tres passes unto them; and hath
com mit ted unto us the word of rec on cil i a tion.

F. Jus tice—mer ited re ward or pun ish ment. J e r .
23:5  Be hold, the days come, saith the LORD,
that I will raise unto Da vid a righ teous Branch,
and a King shall reign and pros per, and shall ex -
e cute judg ment and jus tice in the earth.

G. Jus ti fi ca tion—in the ol ogy a righ teous ness by
im pu ta tion. Romans 4:24 ...to whom it [righ -
teous ness] shall be im puted, if we be lieve on him
that raised up Je sus our Lord from the dead; 25
Who was de liv ered for our of fences, and was
raised again for our jus ti fi ca tion.

H. Pen alty—suf fer ing or ret ri bu tion re sult ing
from the judg ment of sin. I  Pe ter 3:18 For
Christ also hath once suf fered for sins, the just
for the un just, that he might bring us to God, be -

ing put to death in the flesh...
I. Pro pi ti a tion—sat is fac tion, through Christ’s

atone ment, of all God’s holy, righ teous re quire -
ments for judg ment of the sin ner. 

     Romans 3:25 Whom [Christ] God hath set forth to be a pro -
pi ti a tion through faith in his blood, to de clare his righ teous -
ness for the re mis sion of sins that are past, through the
for bear ance of God.

J. Ran som —price paid by Christ in sat is fy ing the
jus tice of the holy and righ teous God.  M a r k
10:45 For even the Son of man came not to be
min is tered unto, but to min is ter, and to give his
life a ran som for many.

K. Rec on cil i a tion —ap pli ca tion of atone ment of
Christ to the sin ner by the Holy Spirit mak ing the
sin ner com pletely ac cept able to the holy God.
Col. 1:21 And you, that were some time alien ated 
and en e mies in your mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he [Je sus] rec on ciled 22 In the body of
his flesh through death, to pres ent you holy and
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight.

L. Re demp tion—pay ment of the price de manded
by the holy God for the de liv er ance of the sin ner
from the bond age and bur den of sin.     Ephe -
sians 1:7 In whom we have re demp tion through
his [Je sus] blood, the for give ness of sins, ac -
cord ing to the riches of his grace.

M. Re mis sion—send ing away of sin in the sense of
for give ness. Acts 10:43 To him [Je sus] give all
the proph ets wit ness, that through his name
who so ever be liev eth in him shall re ceive re mis -
sion of sins.

N. Righ teous ness— con form ing to God’s moral
stan dard.  Romans 3:26 To de clare, I say, at this
time his righ teous ness: that he might be just, and
the justifier of him which be liev eth in Je sus.

O. Sanc ti fi ca tion—set apart by God unto holy use.
I Pe ter 1:2 Elect ac cord ing to the fore know ledge 
of God the Fa ther, through sanc ti fi ca tion of the
Spirit, unto obe di ence and sprin kling of the
blood of Je sus Christ...

P. Sat is fac tion—same as pro pi ti a tion. I s a  i a h
53:10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he
hath put him to grief... 11 He shall see of the tra -
vail of his soul, and shall be sat is fied: by his
knowl edge shall my righ teous ser vant jus tify
many; for he shall bear their in iq ui ties.

Q. Sub sti tu tion—Christ’s death on be half of oth -
ers.
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love to -
ward us, in that, while we were yet sin ners,

Christ died for us.
R. Vi car i ous—same as sub sti tu tion. I Cor. 15:3

For I de liv ered unto you first of all that which I
also re ceived, how that Christ died for our sins
ac cord ing to the scrip tures.

II.    Christ pro vides Vi car i ous (Substitutional)
Atone ment as taught in the Bi ble. Christ is the
Di vine Sub sti tute for the sin ner.

A. God is in fi nite (with out bounds), His mer its are
in fi nite, and man has sinned nst the in fi nite
God
I Kings 8:27 But will God in deed dwell on the
earth? be hold, the heaven and heaven of heav -
ens can not con tain thee... Psalms 145:3 ...his
great ness is unsearchable. Romans 3:23 For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

B. Ev er last ing pun ish ment in ev er last ing hell is
pre scribed for those who sin against the in fi nite 
God.
Matt. 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them
on the left hand, De part from me, ye cursed,
into ev er last ing fire, pre pared for the devil and
his an gels. Rev. 14:11 And their tor ment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have
no rest day nor night.

C. Only the in fi nite God in the per son of Je sus
Christ could sat isfy the jus tice of the Holy God -
head by suf fer ing in fi nite pun ish ment on the
cross as a sub sti tute for sin ners, bear ing the ev er -
last ing suf fer ing that be liev ers would have un -
der gone in hell. John 10:30 I [Je sus] and my
Fa ther are one. John 14:6 Je sus said unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man com -
eth unto the Fa ther, but by me. Isa iah 53:6 All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned ev -
ery one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid
on him the in iq uity of us all... Acts 4:12 Nei ther is 
there sal va tion in any other: for there is none
other name un der heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.

D. Works of the be liever, in clud ing Old Tes ta ment 
sac ri fices, New Tes ta ment bap tism, etc., do not
merit atone ment, but show that a be liever has
faith in the atone ment pro vided by God through 
Je sus Christ. Old Tes ta ment saints looked for -
ward in faith to Christ [He brew, Mes siah ] who
would come, and New Tes ta ment saints look
back in faith to Christ who came and made
atone ment. 
He brews 10:4 For it is not pos si ble that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away



sins. Eph. 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of your selves: it is the gift of
God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

III.  The ex tent of the atone ment was lim ited by de -
sign of God. The Bi ble teaches par tic u lar or def -
i nite atone ment, and not gen eral or uni ver sal
atone ment. The atone ment is lim ited to the par -
tic u lar (def i nite) sin ners saved by grace.
Matt. 26:28 For this is my blood of the new tes ta -
ment, which is shed for many for the re mis sion of
sins.

A.Atone ment has not been made for fallen an gels.
II Pe ter 2:4  For if God spared not the an gels that 
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and de liv ered
them into chains of dark ness, to be re served unto
judg ment.

B. Atone ment has not been made for any one who is
in hell, or ever goes to hell. Un be lievers in hell
are not rec on ciled to God by the aton ing death of
Christ. Mat thew 7:23 And then will I pro fess
unto them, I never knew you: de part from me, ye
that work in iq uity.
1.Gos pel wit ness of the atone ment to the un -

con verted may in clude the state ment:  <Christ 
died for sin ners like you and me. If you want to
be saved, be lieve on Je sus. It is your re spon si -
bil ity to be lieve, and God freely of fers sal va -
tion through Je sus. Acts 16:31 And they said, Be -
lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ, and thou shalt be saved... I
Tim o thy 1:15 ...Christ Je sus came into the world to save
sin ners; of whom I am chief.

2.Gos pel wit ness of the atone ment to the un -
con verted should not in clude the state ment:
Christ died for you. No where in the Bi ble is
such an ex pres sion found in wit ness to un -
be liev ers. If the un be liever dies with out
faith, Christ did not die an aton ing death for 
him. Christ died for you ap plies to all cre -
ation only in the sense that many bless ings
flow to the un con verted through the
mediatorial work of Christ, i.e., the sun
shines upon both be liever and un be liever
be cause of God’s long suf fer ing in Christ. 
Matt. 5:45 ... for he [God] maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the un just. 1 Tim o thy
1:16 Howbeit for this cause I [Paul] ob tained
mercy, that in me first Je sus Christ might shew
forth all long suf fer ing, for a pat tern to them
which should here af ter be lieve on him to life
ev er last ing.

C. Christ died for the sins of many spe cific in di -
vid u als, but not for ev ery in di vid ual with out
ex cep tion.
Matt. 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to
be min is tered unto, but to min is ter, and to give
his life a ran som for many.
1.Christ died for His peo ple.  Mat thew 1:21

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt
call his name JESUS: for he shall save his peo -
ple from their sins.
a. Christ’s re deemed are from ev ery tribe and

na tion, not just from among the Jews. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only be got ten Son, that who so -
ever be liev eth in him should not per ish, but
have ev er last ing life. I John 2:2 And he is
the pro pi ti a tion for our sins: and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world. II Cor. 5:19 ...rec on cil ing the world
unto him self, not im put ing their tres passes
unto them; and hath com mit ted unto us the
word of rec on cil i a tion.

b. The Jews were amazed that Christ’s re -
deemed also in cluded Gentiles.  Acts 10:34 
Then Pe ter opened his mouth, and said, Of a
truth I per ceive that God is no re specter of
per sons: 35 But in ev ery na tion he that
feareth him, and worketh righ teous ness, is
ac cepted with him... 45 And they of the cir -
cum ci sion which be lieved were as ton ished,
as many as came with Pe ter...

c. Christ died for the born again chil dren of
God through out the world. John 3:3 ..Ex -
cept a man be born again, he can not see the
king dom of God. 11:51 ...Je sus should die
for that na tion; 52 And not for that na tion
only, but that also he should gather to gether
in one the chil dren of God that were scat -
tered abroad.

2.Christ died for His sheep.  John 10:15 ...I
[Je sus] lay down my life for the sheep... 26 But
ye be lieve not, be cause ye are not of my
sheep...

3.Christ died for His friends.   John 15:13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends.

4.Christ died for His kind of church. Each
New Tes ta ment Bap tist church of the Lord
Je sus Christ is a blood-bought in sti tu tion.  
Acts 20:28 ...feed the church of God, which he hath pur -
chased with his own blood.

5.Christ died for the elect (Greek eklektos,

cho sen) 
Rom. 8:32 He that spared not his own Son,
but de liv ered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things? 33
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Eph. 1:5
Hav ing pre des ti nated us unto the adop tion of
chil dren by Je sus Christ to him self, ac cord -
ing to the good plea sure of his will.

D. Je sus Christ died an aton ing death that ac com -
plished all which God in tended.   John 4:34 Je -
sus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to fin ish his work.
1.Je sus made a substitutionary sac ri fice for sins.

Heb. 9:28 So Christ was once of fered to bear
the sins of many.

2.Je sus pro pi ti ated the righ teous jus tice of God.
I John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the pro pi ti a tion for our sins.

3.Je sus rec on ciled His peo ple to God. 
Romans 5:10 ...we were rec on ciled to God by
the death of his Son.

4.Je sus re deemed be liev ers from the curse of the
law. Galatians 3:13 Christ hath re deemed us
from the curse of the law, be ing made a curse
for us...

5.Christ fin ished the atone ment.  <MI%-Heb.
12:2 Looking unto Je sus the au thor and fin -
isher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
be fore him en dured the cross, de spis ing the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God.

6.God’s pur pose in Christ’s death was to save
sin ners, not sim ply to make atone ment pos -
si ble.
Galatians 1:4 Who [Christ] gave him self for
our sins, that he might de liver us from this
pres ent evil world, ac cord ing to the will of
God and our Fa ther. Eph. 1:11 In whom also
we have ob tained an in her i tance, be ing pre -
des ti nated ac cord ing to the pur pose of him
who worketh all things af ter the coun sel of his
own will.

IV.   False The ories of the Atone ment.
A. Gen eral Atone ment The ories sup pose that

Christ atoned for each per son who ever ex ists. 
But the Bi ble teaches  the atone ment was lim -
ited to many par tic u lar in di vid u als. I s a  i a h
53:12 ...he [Je sus] bare the sin of many, and
made in ter ces sion for the trans gres sors.

1.Uni ver sal ist The ory  of John Murray
(1741-1815 AD) and Uni ver sal ist churches
sup pose that Christ died for ev ery per son
and each would ul ti mately be saved. But the
Bi ble teaches that Christ died for many spe -
cific in di vid u als, not for each and ev ery per -
son. Matt. 26:28 For this is my [Je sus’] blood
of the new tes ta ment, which is shed for many
for the re mis sion of sins. Ti tus 2:14 Who gave
him self for us, that he might re deem us from all 
in iq uity, and pu rify unto him self a pe cu liar
peo ple, zeal ous of good works.

2.Uni ver sal-Limited The ory sup poses that (1)
Christ died for the sins of each and ev ery
per son ex cept for the sin of un be lief, (2)
Christ died to make each per son sav able but 
un be lief hin ders sin ners from sal va tion,
and (3) re pen tance of un be lief makes the
sin ner no lon ger guilty of un be lief. But the
Bi ble teaches:
a. Re deemed sin ners are guilty and ac count -

able for past sins in clud ing un be lief. Ec cle -
si as tes 3:15 ...God requireth that which is
past. Ti tus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are
pure: but unto them that are de filed and un -
be liev ing is noth ing pure; but even their
mind and con science is de filed.

b. Atone ment must be made for all sins past,
pres ent, and fu ture. John 1:7 ...the blood of
Je sus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin.

c. Abil ity to be lieve and have faith is God’s gift 
and not a work that man can do to merit sal -
va tion. I John 6:29 Je sus an swered and said
unto them, This is the work of God, that ye
be lieve on him whom he hath sent. Ephe -
sians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of your selves: it is the gift
of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should
boast.

3.Uni ver sal terms such as all and world must
be un der stood in their Bib li cal con texts,
which show that Christ’s atone ment was
not lim ited to the Jews, but also ex tended to
the Gen tile na tions of the world. 
a. World is used in many dif fer ent ways in

the Bi ble some times lim ited to un be liev -
ers (John 15:18), na tions of peo ples un der
Ro man rule (Luke 2:1),  be liev ers (II Cor.
5:19, I John 2:2), cre ated planet (Eph.
3:9), each and ev ery per son (Rom.7896



3:19), etc.
b. All is used in many dif fer ent ways in the

Bi ble some times lim ited to those un der
Ro man rule (Luke 2:1-2), righ teous ac tiv i -
ties (I Cor. 6:12, 10:23),  be liev ers (John
12:32), each and ev ery (Rom. 3:23), etc.

c. Many pas sages in the Bi ble use all and
world in lim ited ways. Such pas sages do not
re veal that Christ atoned for each and ev ery
per son with out ex cep tion, but do re veal that
Je sus atoned for the all the world of be liev -
ers whether they are Jews, Ital ians, Amer i -
cans, Af ri cans, Chi nese, etc.

B. Moral-Influence The ory sup poses that Christ’s 
death was an ex hi bi tion of love and fel low ship to 
show that there is no ob sta cle be tween man and
God, i.e., the death of Christ shows that God
hates sin. Gov ern men tal The ory sup poses that
the sin ner is saved and par doned only by turn ing
from sin to God, i.e., the death of Christ was to
show that God does not ex cuse sin. Com mer cial
or Sat is fac tion The ory sup poses that God’s
honor has been in jured by sin, and His honor is
sat is fied by Christ’s death which ben e fits sin ners 
who fall short of at tain ing the righ teous ness of
God, i.e. the sin ner’s pen ance (Ro man Cath o lic)
pro vides par tial sat is fac tion to God but Christ
pro vides all that is lack ing. These the o ries share
com mon er rors. But the Bi ble teaches:
1.The pur pose of the atone ment was to sat isfy

God’s ho li ness and jus tice, not sim ply to be an
ex am ple re veal ing God’s love or pro tect ing
God’s honor. In the atone ment Christ bore the
pun ish ment for sin for men.  I John 4:10
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the pro pi ti -
a tion for our sins. 

2.Christ’s suf fer ings were pro pi tia tory and pe -
nal, re mov ing the law’s con dem na tion from
the saved sin ner’s soul. Isa iah 53:11 He
[God] shall see of the tra vail of his [Christ’s]
soul, and shall be sat is fied: by his knowl edge
shall my righ teous ser vant jus tify many; for he
shall bear their in iq ui ties.

3.Christ not only suf fered the pen alty, but
obeyed the pre cept, of the law. Law and jus tice 
were both sat is fied in the atone ment.       Isa -
iah 42:21 The LORD is well pleased for his
righ teous ness’ sake; he will mag nify the law,
and make it hon our able
.

1.Arminianism —Ja cob Arminius
(1560-1609), Dutch theo lo gian, er ro ne ously
de scribed sal va tion with the 5 Points of
Arminianism as stated by his fol low ers in the
Re mon strance Of 1610:
a. The de cree of sal va tion ap plies to all who be -

lieve on Christ and who per se vere in obe di -
ence and faith.

b. Christ died for all men.
c. The Holy Spirit must help men to do things

that are truly good (such as hav ing faith in
Christ for sal va tion).

d. God’s sav ing grace is not ir re sist ible.
e. It is pos si ble for those who are Chris tians to

fall from grace.
2.John Cal vin (1509-1564), French re former liv -

ing in Geneva, Swit zer land, cor rectly de -
scribed sal va tion with the 5 Points of
Cal vin ism as stated by his fol low ers in the
Canons Of The Coun cil Of Dort (1618):
a. Cal vin ism—of ten re ferred to as TU LIP

(1) Total de prav ity of man.
(2) Unconditional elec tion.
(3) Limited (par tic u lar) atone ment.
(4) Irresistible grace.
(5) Perseverance of the saints.

b. Al though Cal vin be lieved many truths re -
gard ing sal va tion, his er ror was abun dant.
No Bap tist should ever want to call him -
self a Cal vin ist. Note Cal vin’s opin ion of
Bap tists ex pressed in Trea tises Against The
Ana bap tists And Against The Lib er tines
(Baker Press, 1982 re print). Cal vin called
Ana bap tists fa nat ics, poor fools, scat ter -
brains, poor ig no ra muses, en e mies of gov -
ern ment (p. 16), cob blers (p. 29), poor
dream ers, fool ish men, scat ter brains, with -
out rea son, un rea son able, in sane, hare -
brained, ob sti nate (p. 30).

VI.  False Views of the Atone ment
A. Christ took away the guilt of Adam’s sin from all

hu man ity, held by Em ery Bancroft, past pro fes -
sor of Bap tist Bi ble Sem i nary.

B. Pay ment-to-Satan View of Origen (185-254
AD) and Au gus tine (354-430 AD) sup poses that
Christ’s death paid to Sa tan a ran som to de liver
man from all Sa tan’s claims. But the Bi ble
teaches that:
1.The atone ment paid the price de manded by the

law of the Holy God for de liv er ance of the sin -

ner from sin. Galatians 3:13 Christ hath re -
deemed us from the curse of the law, be ing
made a curse for us: for it is writ ten, Cursed is
ev ery one that hangeth on a tree.

2.Sa tan was de feated and not sat is fied or paid by
the death of Je sus of the cross.      He brews
2:14 ...that through death he [Je sus] might de -
stroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil.

3.Christ’s death is pay ment to God whose jus tice 
de mands per fect sac ri fice and ac cepts the
substitutionary suf fer ings of the Mes siah. 
I Pe ter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in
his own body on the tree, that we, be ing dead to 
sins, should live unto righ teous ness: by whose
stripes ye were healed.

C. Gov ern men tal View of Grotius (1583-1645 AD), 
Dutch fore run ner of New Eng land protestant
the ol ogy, sup poses that the sin ner is saved and
par doned only by turn ing from sin to God. The
death of Christ was to show that God does not ex -
cuse sin. But the Bi ble teaches:
1.The atone ment was an ex er cise of jus tice, not

merely an ex hi bi tion of jus tice. 
 Rom. 3:25 Whom [Je sus] God hath set forth to 
be a pro pi ti a tion through faith in his blood, to
de clare his righ teous ness for the re mis sion of
sins that are past, through the for bear ance of
God.

2.Christ ac tu ally en dured the wrath of God
against hu man sin.  Mat thew 27:46 And about
the ninth hour Je sus cried with a loud voice,
say ing, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to
say, My God, my God, why hast thou for saken
me? II Co rin thi ans 5:21 For he hath made him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righ teous ness of God in him.

D. Ex am ple View of Socinus (1525-62 AD), Pol ish
fore run ner of Uni tar i ans, sup poses that Christ
was only an ex am ple as a no ble mar tyr, that no
pro pi ti a tion was nec es sary, that Je sus died a no -
ble mar tyr only to en cour age us and to give us an
ex am ple of un self ish love. This view af firms the
hu man ity of Christ but de nies Christ’s De ity
while falsely con clud ing that we are saved by
works through fol low ing Christ’s hu man ex am -
ple of un self ish ness. But the Bi ble teaches:

 Heb. 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eter nal Spirit of fered him self with -
out spot to God, purge your con science from dead

works to serve the liv ing God?

Eph. 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved
us, and hath given him self for us an of fer ing and a
sac ri fice to God for a sweetsmelling sa vour.

E. Com mer cial or Sat is fac tion View -taught by
Anselm (1033-1109 AD, arch bishop of Can ter -
bury), sim i lar to Ro man Cath o lic doc trine of
pen ance, sup poses God’s honor has been in jured 
by sin, and His honor is sat is fied by Christ’s
death which ben e fits sin ners who fall short of at -
tain ing the righ teous ness of God. But the Bi ble
teaches:
1.God’s ho li ness and jus tice were vi o lated by

sin, not just God’s honor. God’s jus tice de -
mands pen alty. Isa. 53:11 He shall see of the
tra vail of his [Christ’s] soul, and shall be sat -
is fied: by his knowl edge shall my righ teous
ser vant jus tify many; for he shall bear their in -
iq ui ties.

2.Christ not only suf fered the pen alty, but
obeyed the pre cept, of the law. Law and jus tice 
were both sat is fied in the atone ment.       Isa -
iah 42:21 The LORD is well pleased for his
righ teous ness’ sake; he will mag nify the law,
and make it hon our able.

V. VII In the atone ment, Christ died for sin ners
just like you and me. Je sus died for ev ery one
who 
co mes to Him. If you want to be saved, be lieve
on Him. It is your re spon si bil ity. God freely of -
fers you sal va tion through Je sus. Be lieve!John
6:37  All that the Fa ther giv eth me [Je sus] shall
come to me; and him that com eth to me I will in no
wise cast out... 20:31 But these are writ ten, that ye
might be lieve that Je sus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that be liev ing ye might have life through
his name.
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...we also joy in God through our Lord Je sus
Christ, by whom we have now re ceived the

atone ment. Romans 5:11
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